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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday
     11th January 2010 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.J.Hunter; Cllr. J Stafford. Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Three members of the public were present.
2009/137 Apologies

Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr R. Evans; Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Hodson; Cllr.D.Slater.        All apologies were accepted; however the meeting asked to record that Cllr Hodson’s reason for absence as attending another (unspecified) meeting was insufficient. Extra information would be helpful in future.
2009/138 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council held on 14th December 2009 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
2009/139 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.

2009/140 Chairman’s Report

The PACT meeting had been cancelled due to the weather. There were no other items of interest not covered by tonight’s agenda to report.
2009/141 Clerk’s Report
At the December Council Meeting there was concern that Members Registration of Interests forms may be out of date. It was resolved that each Member should complete an up to date return and forward this to the Clerk. A number of returns remain outstanding. Members are reminded to complete the forms and the Clerk will report at the next meeting on progress. There were no other items of interest not covered by tonight’s agenda to report.
2009/142 Parish Council Working Groups
a) Sports & Community Users Committee- Brass Band H&S sub-statement remains outstanding.
b) Village Maintenance Working Group – weekly play area check reports undertaken by Cllr. Mee were submitted. Cllr Hunter reminded the meeting that the agreed moving of the bench seat in Mere Brow (from Runner Plat bridge to the bus stop on the A565) had not yet been actioned. The Clerk agreed to organise this as soon as possible.
c) Tarleton Newsletter – Members were invited to send potential submissions to the Clerk. Consideration of a one page (double sided) newsletter available for distribution by a local newspaper would be looked at regarding feasibility and cost.
2009/143 Financial Matters

(a)The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:

	DD
	West Lancs BC
	Rates Carr Lane
	306.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity 
	69.52

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater services
	44.18

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website 
	38.30

	DD
	PWLB
	Loan payment
	7114.81

	2740
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary + extra hours
	1307.50

	2741
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances/ expenses
	241.60

	2742
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary 
	249.60

	2743
	R Sears
	ET -Unfair dismissal claim
	2106.00

	2744
	Weightmans LLP
	Legal fees ET / support
	1950.00

	2745
	Lancashire CC
	Loan repayment
	225.14

	2746
	R Sears
	Postage
	3.63

	2747
	G Hirst
	Grass cutting
	1100.00

	2748
	E-ON
	Gas
	192.35


(b)Items of income received since last meeting:
	
	Tarleton Brass Band
	Rent
	250.00

	
	HMRC
	Refund of penalty
	400.00


(c) Budget and setting of precept 2010/11: West Lancashire Borough Council had informed the Council that concurrent grant would remain the same as in the previous year. Similarly Tarleton Parish Council agreed that the precept for next year should remain unchanged from the previous year at £75042. This is Band D equivalent of £33.37, reflecting a minor fall from the previous year due to a change in the Borough tax base. The budget for 2010/11 was agreed and is attached as an appendix to these minutes.
2009/144 Planning 
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. 
The Council debated application number 2009/1331/FUL - Suttons Garage, 26 Blackgate Lane, Tarleton and resolved to take the view that the status-quo should remain. The Council therefore objects to the variations of conditions 3 & 4 imposed on planning permission 8/94/0644 relating to landscape and parking and the Clerk was requested to write to West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) informing them of the Councils view.
The Clerk noted that he had today received a reply to his letter sent to West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) regarding para-gliders at Leisure Lakes, Mere Brow. The owner of Leisure Lakes has written to WLBC advising them that the operator of the para-gliders intends to move to a site in Blackpool.
2009/145 A565 Southport New Road Speed Restriction
Members resolved to give their full support to the Lancashire County Council (LCC) proposal to introduce a 50mph speed limit on the length of the road specified, thereby reducing the national speed limit. The Clerk will write to LCC.
2009/146 Correspondence 
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the last meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view
2009/147 Date of next meeting

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Monday 8th February 2010 commencing at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton
2009/148 Exclusion of press and public 
It was resolved that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business in accordance the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Para 2. 
2009/149 Claim by Mr RP Sears against Tarleton Parish Council
Members received a copy of the Employment Tribunals Judgement. The Council asked the Clerk to investigate potential legal action by the Council on the basis of this judgement. The Clerk had also had discussions with our insurer regarding official indemnity cover. The Council insurers agreed to review the case.
2009/150 Vacancy for a Councillor on Tarleton Parish Council

The following candidates were nominated: Robert Bryan, Tim Edwards and Michael Pinckard. No other nominations would now be considered. Each candidate would be invited to attend the February 2010 meeting and invited to give an introduction and receive questions. A ballot in accordance with standing orders would take place later at the same meeting to decide the successful candidate.
2009/151 Staff Contracts
The amendments to The Parish Clerk and Pavilion Managers contracts as proposed were agreed.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm
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