Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Tuesday 11th June 2007
At 7.45 pm at the Sports & Resource Centre,

Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present:
Cllr.Rydings (Chair)


Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford


Cllr.Hodson



Cllr.Mee

Cllr.Barron

Cllr.Cheetham

Members of the public:
2

2007/025 Apologies were received from Cllrs.Kay (holidays), Abram (business), Miss Ashcroft (sickness), and Mrs.Evans (family).  

2007/026 Declaration of interests.

The attendance register was circulated and signed and Members were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

The Clerk reported that following the adoption of the new Code of Conduct all members were required to complete a form registering their “personal interests”. He drew attention in particular to a paragraph in Gillian Rowe’s letter asking Parish Councillors to take care to register correctly and pointing out some common mistakes. 

All Members present submitted their Forms duly completed. 

Cllr.Mee declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No.9 (West Lancashire Dial-a-Ride Association). 

2007/027 Minutes of the AGM and Parish Council meeting held on 15th May.

The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

It was noted that the procedure to elect the Vice-Chair at the AGM was not the correct procedure, as the Chair should have taken this item. 

2007/028 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting and reported verbally on the following:-. 

Roy Hiscock had agreed to be co-opted on to the Public Footpaths working group.

Hesketh-with Becconsall Parish Council had accepted the Council’s first refusal on the half-pipe. It was agreed that a site meeting be held to inspect the half-pipe before any further decision is made. 
The footpath officer at LCC had reported that cutting back the overgrowth on Footpath No.6 (Coe Lane) was on the priority list of work to be carried out by the contractor. Footpath No.1 (by Tarleton CPS) was in good condition, but the problem of vehicles using the adjacent road was a Police matter.  Cllr.Barron agreed to persue this issue with LCC. 
Details of the planning applications deferred at the last meeting had been considered with the following comments:-
2007/0395 – 47A Church Road. Concerns expressed regarding the vehicular access but it was noted that permitted development had already been granted.

2007/0460 – 52 Church Road. The latest update to be obtained.

2007/0454 – 94 Church Road. No comments.  

2007/029 Clerk’s report on any urgent decisions taken since the last meeting. 

There had been no urgent decisions taken since the last meeting but the Clerk reported that notification had been received from Lancashire County Council that they were proposing to consult with Parish Councils again regarding a Parish Charter for Lancashire.  The Council was invited to send two representatives to a charter

consultation road-show on 22 June, which was before the date of the Council’s next meeting. It was agreed that the Chair and Vice-Chair would attend this event.   

2007/030 Planning 
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

a) Weekly List of Planning Applications

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/0470 Erection of replacement dwelling house – Riverview Nurseries, Firbank Avenue.

2007/0474 Display of non-illuminated board sign on side elevation – 87 Church Road.

2007/0551 Conversion of existing garage to habitable room; conservatory to rear – Millfield, The Beeches. 

2007/0610 Single-storey rear extension – 86 Carr Lane. 

2007/0615 Single-storey side extension – The Winning Post, 58 Fermor Road.

2007/0645 Replacement dwelling – 138 Southport New Road.

2007/0647 First floor side extension; front bay window and canopy – Castalea, Sutton Lane.

2007/0637 First floor extension and conservatory to rear – 44 Fermor Road. 

2007/0646 Conservatory at rear – 2 The Mews, Carr Lane. 

2007/0678 Single-storey front and rear extensions – 3 Bannistre Court.

2007/0685 Conservatory to first floor rear elevation – 1 Moss Side Cottages, Moss Side Lane.

2007/0686 Conversion of existing integral garage to living accommodation and new bay windows to ground floor elevation. Attached double garage to side – 81 River View.

2007/0714 Replacement detached garage – 52 Hesketh Lane. 
2007/0536 Erection of agricultural storage building – Moss Side Farm, Moss Side Lane. Although there were no objections raised it was recommended that a site visit be made to determine the impact on access roads. 

b) Decisions made on Planning Applications

2007/0184 Display of illuminated fascia sign – Co-operative Late Shop, 71 Church Road – Advertisement consent granted. 

2007/0389 Extension to existing single-storey extension at rear – 246 Blackgate Lane – pp granted. 

2007/0395 Variation of Condition 3 imposed on pp 8/2004/0832 to allow the opening up and use of the adjacent vehicular access – 47A Church Road,  - Permitted Development. 

c) Planning Committee reports affecting Tarleton Parish

There were no items under this heading.

d) Other Planning Matters

There were no items under this heading. 

2007/031 Periodic Review of Standing Orders

It was agreed that the proposal to amend Standing Order 67 (Public Participation) was not necessary and was withdrawn. It was agreed to place Public Participation at the beginning of the agenda with the wording “This item by agreement of the Council can be held at any stage of the meeting”.

2007/032 Clerk’s Contract of Employment

It was agreed that the Clerk’s Annual Appraisal/Development Review would be carried out by the Chair, Vice-Chair, and two other Councillors, these being Cllrs. Miss Ashcroft and Mrs.Evans, provided they were willing to accept. These four Councillors to meet as soon as possible and put a recommendation to the full Council for approval in July. 
2007/033 West Lancashire Dial-a-Ride Association

A request had been received from West Lancashire Dial-a-Ride Association to consider making a donation towards the cost of new promotional materials to support the Dial-a-Ride service. 

It was agreed in this instance to waive the Council’s policy on making grants and donations and to make a donation of £100. 

2007/034 Tewkesbury Borough Council

A request had been received from Tewkesbury Borough Council to support a motion regarding British forces and their families stationed overseas who cannot receive parcels free of charge as they could in 2003.

It was agreed to support the motion by writing to the Secretary of Defence enclosing a copy of the letter from Tewkesbury Borough Council. 
2007/035 WLDC – Rural Economy Study 2006.

All Members had been sent a copy of the letter from West Lancs.District Council inviting any comments on the document to be submitted at the meeting. As only three replies had been received it was agreed that these three responses be submitted as the Parish Council’s response. 

2007/036 LAPTC – Notice of Annual General Meeting

It was agreed that this item regarding the representatives to attend the AGM on 3 November, and to consider whether to propose any resolutions, be deferred until the next meeting. 
2007/037 Formation of a Parish Council Finance Group

It was agreed that a Parish Council Finance Group be added to the list of working groups. Its remit will be to review all tenders and orders to and from the Parish Council. It will report monthly, in writing, to the full Council and it will advise on any tendering necessary to secure goods or services on behalf of the Parish Council. It will be led by the Vice-Chair and include two other Councillors. 

It will liaise with the Clerk in his production of the monthly accounts income and expenditure document for the full Council. It will liaise with the Clerk in keeping an accurate and up-to-date list of assets of the Parish Council. The Parish Council Finance Group will make recommendations to the full Council and will not act independently of it. 

Cllr.Hodson spoke against this proposal stating that it was duplication as the Council already had a Responsible Finance Officer, an internal auditor, and external auditor. 

The appointment of the two other Councillors was deferred for the time being. 

2007/038 Working Group Procedures

It was agreed that the Council renames the various sub-committees to working groups with the following titles:-

Parish Maintenance
Public Footpaths

Village View
In addition the member(s) of these groups appointed at the AGM will be expected to make a report (even if there is nothing to report) to the Clerk each month to enable him to send it out with the agenda papers. This gives all Councillors the chance to consider points raised in the reports and ask any questions accordingly. 

This obviously means that each working group member will need to communicate with each other and that one of them will need to submit the report. This will be for the individual members to arrange between themselves but to inform the Clerk when a decision as to who that person is so he knows who to send any relevant correspondence to. 

The same criteria will apply to Members representing the Council on the following outside bodies:-

Sports

Mere Brow Village Hall

Northern Parishes Public Transport (Road Issues Focus Group)

Village Plan

Tarleton High School Community Users

LAPTC

2007/039 Tarleton High School Quest Week
A request had been received from Tarleton High School to engage pupils on community activities during their Quest Week. 

It was agreed to support the school where possible by suggesting the tidying up of Carr Lane woods, and the field behind the High School, as suitable projects. The Chair would relay this information to the School. 

 2007/040 Correspondence for Information.

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the May 2007 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting.

Cllr.Barron referred to the Lancashire Local – West Lancashire meeting, highlighting a presentation by United Utilities, and the Agenda Item “Every Child Matters”. 

2007/041 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda. 

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported on the lack of suitable lighting in Mark Square in the alley leading to the back car park.

Cllr.Rydings reported on the waste bin bags left at the rear of the toilets in the Over-60’s car park. (This matter had been dealt with).

Cllr.Barron reported that rose bushes planted at the side of Mark Square were obscuring the view when exiting the Square, and there was also a problem with cars speeding in the precinct. 

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt reported pot-holes and a generally poor surface in Blackgate Lane, a badly damaged footway at Sutton Lane/Blackgate Lane junction, and requested the latest update on the ‘Sollom’ sign.
Items for future agenda:-

The infrastructure of Tarleton, i.e. Hesketh Lane traffic (Cllr.Mrs.Stafford). 
Over-60’s Car Park – tendering for work. 

2007/042 Parish Council website – update.

The Chair reported that due to illness little progress had been made to update the website. He was due to meet Ian Hinckley at West Lancs.District Council as it transpired they were updating their own website and would be offering Parish Councils the opportunity to incorporate their website within the District Council’s website. A quotation had already been received from Mark O’Hanlon, the webmaster of tarletonvillage.com, and it was agreed that Val Hiscock be also approached.

2007/043 Village Plan Working Group.

There was no report under this heading.

2007/044 Maintenance Working Group.

Cllr.Mee had submitted the monthly check lists for the two play areas. The Clerk reported that the bark for Mere Brow had been ordered and was due to be delivered by the end of the week. It was agreed that an order be sent to Mr.Hirst to spread the bark.

There was general agreement that the Council needed to look at the provision of CCTV/lighting in the Carr Lane Play Area. 

2007/045 Tarleton Sports Committee Working Group.

There was no report under this heading.
It was agreed that the wording of Minute No. 2006/153 (February 2007) was content sensitive, and the last sentence of paragraph 2 should be removed. 
2007/046 Finance

a) Accounts for payment

The following accounts were passed for payment:-










      £

DD
Powergen


Carr Lane


  
  54.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (June)

280.00

2316
R.P.Sears


Salary (June)



565.43

2317
R.P.Sears


Clerk’s Allowance (Apr-June)
  90.00

2318
Inland Revenue

Nat.Ins/Income Tax (Apr-June)
600.81

2319
R.P.Sears


Contribution to SLCC Subs

  45.00

2320
Mark A.Johnson

Repairs to fort and replacement






of perimeter seating area

693.25

2321
Mark A.Johnson

Repairs to perimeter of field,






replacement of sleepers

716.75

2322
Duncan Ross


Work on football pitches
          3063.21

2323
Lancs.County Council
 *
2 no. Tarleton signs


271.84

2324
Broxap



Bollards, bins, boot brushes
          1943.46

2325
Tailor Maid Cleaning


Services


Spring clean, pavilion


323.00

2326
Staples



Stationery



  33.29

2327
West Lancs.Dial-a-Ride 
Donation



100.00

The following items of income had been received since the last meeting:-      











   £

  256
North Meols P.C. *

Stationery



108.16

  257
Lancs.County Council *
Grass cutting, Holmes


126.25

* denotes 2006/07 accounts

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of May 2007 against the 2007/08 budget was noted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.55 pm to allow for public participation.

2007/047 Public Participation

Items raised by the public were “walking the boundaries”, non-attendance of Parish Councillors at Police Community meetings, low water pressure in some areas of Tarleton, and traffic problems in general. It was noted that PC Corrigan had been invited to attend Parish Council meetings. 

The meeting was reconvened at 10.03 pm. 

2007/048 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 16th July 2007 at the Sports and Resource Centre, Carr Lane, commencing at 7.30 pm. 

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm.

