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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday     12th October 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Hodson; Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.D.Slater; Cllr.J.Stafford 
Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Five members of the public were present.
2009/085 Apologies: Cllr. R. Evans; Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr.J.Hunter. It was noted that Cllr. G. Abram had not attended any meetings of the Council for over six months. During that time the Council had not approved any acceptable apologies for his absence. In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Section 85 (1): "If a member fails throughout a period of 6 consecutive months from the date of his/her last attendance to attend any meeting of the Council, he/she ceases to be a member of the Council, unless the failure was due to some reason approved by the council before the expiry of that period. Approval cannot be given after the 6 month period has expired". 

The Clerk recorded that Cllr. G Abram was automatically disqualified as a Tarleton Parish Councillor.
2009/086 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th September 2009
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.
2009/087 Declaration of Interests
Cllr Hodson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 12 – Linear Park.

2009/088 Chairman’s Report
The Chairman reported that he had attended the Pavilion at Carr Lane recently after taking a telephone call from a local resident about car parking problems. He noted that individual house-holders gates were blocked by inconsiderate parking of cars. He felt that the situation was inconvenient for local residents but that it was not a serious problem. Plans were afoot to alleviate the problem through the provision of an additional car park. The Clerk was asked to contact the football and rugby clubs regarding stewardship of players and supporter’s car parking, asking them to consider the access needs of local residents when choosing where to park.

PC Corrigan had been in touch with the Chairman and had asked him to attend the PACT meetings on a monthly basis which he intended to do. PC Corrigan outlined three local initiatives that were taking place: tackling anti-social behaviour, vehicle defect notifications and issues in the run up to mischief and bonfire nights.
2009/089 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk delivered a brief report given that a number of issues he was currently focusing on are covered elsewhere in the agenda.
As agreed he was still working additional hours to his contract and was keeping a daily timesheet to analyse the input.

He had recently met with the Chairman to discuss the growing list of financial commitments facing the Council. Without priority these included Carr Lane pavilion solar panels (LCC grant available); urgent repair and maintenance to the pavilion; fencing at Carr Lane (WLBC grant agreed – but significant contribution required from TPC); car park at Carr Lane (again WLBC grant agreed but reasonable contribution required from TPC); play areas at Mere Brow (new equipment and maintenance work) and Carr Lane pavilion – potential spend on pipe-work and roof maintenance; request for contribution to Linear Park review (£5k elsewhere on agenda); review of the Woodland area at Carr Lane (a number of potential costs); a potential election for a parish councillor vacancy and the Employment Tribunal claim which apart from potential liabilities in the event of loss of the case, could incur costs in defending, which could be significant.
The Clerk felt that he would soon have a better insight into the financial position when he had completed his work on the new accounting system. In the short term both the Chairman and Clerk agreed that the Council needed to review financial commitments on an individual basis. 
2009/090 Parish Council Working Groups
 a) Sports & Community Users Committee- no specific matters to report, awaiting actions from other groups.
 b) Pavilion Management Working Group- the most urgent action required is repairs to guttering, quotes to be sought. 

 c) Village Maintenance Working Group – weekly play area check reports submitted by Cllr. Mee.
 d) Tarleton Newsletter Working Group – October newsletter issued and on website; local printing prove problematical; Cllr Rydings asked for other volunteers to produce the next issue (early in 2010). Cllrs Evans/Barron and Slater assisted by the Clerk would do so. 

 e) Parish Council Finance Working Group – Clerk listed issues that the group needed to address. A meeting was to be scheduled in near future.
 f) Planning Applications Working Group – The Chairman reported that consultation had been sought from Chorley Council about extensions and alterations to Plocks Farm, Bretherton (09/00738/FULMAJ). The meeting resolved that Tarleton Parish Council objects to this application as it would impact on the visual amenity of the main settlement of Tarleton. The Clerk was to inform Chorley Council of these comments before the 19 October 2009 deadline.
 h) Mere Brow Village Hall – in Cllr Hunter’s absence there was no report.
 i) THS Community Users – The Chairman reported that although there had been a meeting the school had overlooked informing him of the date. The co-ordinator at the school was now aware of this.
2009/091 Financial Matters

(a)The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:












£
	DD
	West Lancs BC
	Rates Carr Lane
	306.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity 
	69.52

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater services
	28.33

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website 
	45.00

	
	Nat West
	Statement fee
	3.25

	2706
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary + extra hours
	1401.66

	2706
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances 
	55.00

	2707
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary 
	99.60

	2708
	Staples (N Leadbetter)
	Toner / Paper 
	203.36

	2709
	Booker (F Gittins)
	Toilet-rolls/ paper towels etc 
	22.39

	2710
	R Sears
	Gratuity balance
	84.90

	2711
	R Sears
	Postage
	11.32

	2712
	HMRC
	Tax / National Insurance
	2413.96

	2713
	HMRC
	Penalty Determination 08/09
	400.00

	2714
	BDO Stoy Hayward
	External Audit Fee
	580.00

	2715
	RoSPA Playsafety  
	Annual inspection
	129.00

	2716
	Gaynors The Printers
	Print TPC newsletter
	104.00

	2717
	Hytek Alarms
	New bell box – Carr Lane
	75.00

	2718
	Rosewood Joinery
	Repair bus shelter  Hesketh Ln
	43.48

	2719
	G Hirst
	Grass cutting
	3692.00

	2720
	Rigby Taylor
	Treatment to football pitches
	275.55

	2721
	IWG Landscapes
	Weed-killer to football pitches
	200.00


Items of income received since last meeting:

  









          £
	
	West Lancs BC
	Precept
	37521.00

	
	National Savings Bond
	Interest
	5.77

	
	Tarleton Corinthians FC
	Refund ground work
	3200.00


(b)The Clerk reported to the meeting on his recent dealings with E-ON regarding the gas bill at the Pavilion, Carr Lane. He explained that in April 2009 (prior to his appointment) the Council had paid a bill for £9591.20 based on a reading, according to the E-ON invoice, provided by Tarleton Parish Council. Subsequent to this large bill the Council had required the Pavilion Manager to record gas usage weekly which he had done so. Conversations between the Clerk and the Pavilion Manager intermittently noted that usage was, understandably, very low through the summer months. 

In July 2009 the Clerk received a bill for £2349.22 based on an estimated reading. The Clerk subsequently had numerous contacts with E-ON to clarify the position. In August he met an E-ON representative to agree the meter reading as E-ON did not accept the reading provided by the Council. In September when a revised bill was not sent, the Clerk had several further telephone conversations with E-ON and informed them that he believed they owed the Council thousands of pounds due to the meter being wrongly read in March 2009.
In late September E-ON contacted the Clerk by telephone. He was asked to pay the bill for £2349.22 before the matter could be investigated further. The Clerk refused to do so. The Clerk telephoned E-ON on 29th September and E-ON agreed it looked like an overpayment. It was agreed that E-ON would check the amount of gas supplied to the pavilion from its connection to supply (17 August 2007) to date.

On 2nd October 2009 E-ON wrote with details of a revised account balance of £14,491.54 credit and included details of all gas supplied to the pavilion. The letter said the credit would be carried forward to the next bill! 

The Clerk contacted E-ON to request an immediate refund as at current usage it could be some time before this credit was used. E-ON agreed to this request.

E-ON has informed the Clerk that a cheque for the refund (£14,491 including vat) should be paid to Tarleton Parish Council in two to three weeks.
Cllr Rydings felt that this matter should be publicised in the press, given the negative publicity the Council had received when large bills had been previously paid. The meeting agreed that Cllr Rydings would deal with a response. 

2009/092 External Audit 2008/09 
Members received the report of the external auditors (BDO Stoy Hayward) and agreed to refer the report to the Finance Working Group to deliver an action plan to address the points raised in the report. Members received the external auditors’ certificate and opinion and approved and accepted the Annual Return for 2008/09. 
2009/093 Planning  
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. There was no discussion arising

2009/094 West Lancashire Core Strategy “Options Paper”
Members agreed that Tarleton Parish Council would submit the observation that they “were against any large scale residential development in the parish”.
The Clerk was asked to reply to West Lancashire Borough Council on behalf of the Council. Individual members would of course be able to reply with their own views.
2009/095 Fire Risk Assessment - Pavilion, Carr Lane
Members received the report from Mr P Davenport (NEBOSH approved Fire Safety Officer) and agreed to action the points raised in the report. 

2009/096 Linear Park – Tarleton/Hesketh Bank – (Cllr. Hodson left the meeting for this item having previously declared a personal and prejudicial interest). The West Lancashire Replacement Local Plan contains a proposal for a Linear Park along the canal and River Douglas in Tarleton and Hesketh Bank. Members were asked to consider whether to contribute up to £5000 to the cost of a feasibility study. Cllr. Kay reported that in his role as Borough Councillor at West Lancashire he was aware that additional funding had been received for this project and therefore the contribution needed from Tarleton maybe reduced. In the light of this new information the Clerk was asked to contact West Lancashire Borough Council to clarify if a lower sum was now being sought. 
2009/097 Play Area Safety Inspection Report 

Members received the report for Tarleton Parish Council from The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents.  It was noted that there were no items of high risk. A plan for a revamp of the Mere Brow play area, which was going out to quotation from contractors, was agreed as the correct priority.
2009/099 Correspondence for Information - The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the last meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. The Clerk was asked to email the “Free Trees” email to all Members. 
The Council acknowledged the success of Tarleton Cricket Club in winning the Certificate of Merit for Carr Lane Playing Fields in the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2009. The secretary of the Tarleton Corinthians Football Club, who shares the ground with the cricket club and whose husband maintains playing fields alongside the cricket grounds man queried whether there should equally be some acknowledgement of his efforts on this occasion. The secretary of the Football Club went onto inform the meeting that her husband had received national recognition from the Football Association for the grounds 
The Clerk was asked to establish with the Best Kept Village Competition organisers what was the exact criteria used by the assessor in granting the award? There was a need to establish if similar credit and recognition should be given to the football club grounds man?
2009/100 Items received since publication of agenda 
A letter from Douglas Cardiac Trust Trustees had been received requesting that the Council take insurance cover for the Christmas tree in the centre of Mark Square. Members authorised the Clerk to organise this.
2009/101 Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th October 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton
2009/102 Exclusion of press and public 
It was agreed that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business in accordance the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Para 2. 
PART II (PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL)
There were no members of public present.

2009/103 Claim by Mr RP Sears against Tarleton Parish Council –The Clerk  updated  Members on the processes involved in responding to a claim and the actions taken by the Council to date on a claim made by the former Clerk to the Council Mr RP Sears to the Employment Tribunals alleging unfair dismissal. Members resolved that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman, should pursue legal advice if required. 
The meeting closed at 10.00pm
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