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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday     13th July 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Over-60's Club, Church Road, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr.R.Evans; Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr.J.Hunter; Cllr.D.Slater;
Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk)
Four members of the public were present.
2009/035 Apologies: Cllr. J. Hodson; Cllr. J Stafford. The reason for absence of Cllr Hodson was not approved by the Council.
2009/036 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th June 2009
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.
2009/037 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.

2009/038 Chairman’s Report
The Chairman noted the unsung work of certain Members he had spotted around the village that included cleaning bus stops and helping with putting up the hanging baskets. This extended to a husband of a member in one case. Thanks to them all! 
He had noted some anti-social behaviour around The Lord Lilford Public House and also in Carr Lane and read a recent article in the local paper about police cautions for the same offence around Carr Lane on a different night.

Lastly he had assisted the Clerk over some banking mandate problems and this proved an insight into some of the problems the Clerk was experiencing. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his continued efforts and acknowledged that a lack of co-operation from certain quarters and indeed a lack of information held had exacerbated the difficulties. These thanks, also acknowledging the current circumstances, was seconded by the whole Council. 
2009/039 Clerk’s Report
Finance:
The Clerk outlined his current priorities in dealing with financial issues. As previously reported there were particular pressures in meeting financial deadlines given that he had only gained access to the Council’s records after his start date of 1st May. He had established that a number of year-end financial procedures were still outstanding including completion of the Receipts and Payments Statement, HMRC returns and the Annual Return for the External Auditor. Progress had been made on all fronts in the last month and many would be dealt with in following agenda items. The Clerk had attended two meetings with the Internal Auditor and one more meeting was scheduled but the indications were that a satisfactory report would be received. 
Lord Lilford Public House:

The Clerk distributed a letter he had received from the Senior Licensing Officer at West Lancashire Borough Council. The letter acknowledged the concerns of the Council and stated they will be raised at the next Multi Agency Licensing Taskforce on 16th July 2009.

Apologies and non-attendance at Parish Council Meetings:

Following a request at the previous meeting the Clerk quoted the relevant legislation in regard non attendance. The Local Government Act 1972 Section 85 (1): 

"If a member fails throughout a period of 6 consecutive months from the date of his/her last attendance to attend any meeting of the Council, he/she ceases to be a member of the Council, unless the failure was due to some reason approved by the council before the expiry of that period. Approval cannot be given after the 6 month period has expired".
CiLCA Course:
The Clerk reported that it had been recommended that he join the next training course which starts on 17 November 2009
2009/040 Parish Council Working Groups

a) Sports and Community Users Committee – a list of assets at the Pavilion held by the Tarleton Corinthians FC had been provided. Lists from the Cricket Club and Brass Band were still outstanding. Potential improvements were still outstanding under the remit of the Pavilion Management Working Group. The Clerk was to liaise with Cllr Rydings to see what could be progressed.
b) Pavilion Management Working Group – A meeting was to be scheduled to deal with outstanding items for improvement at the Pavilion.
c) Village Maintenance Working Group – Inspection reports for the play areas were submitted. Algae on equipment in a play area had been noted. The Chairman said he would deal with this. A tender process to cover maintenance of play equipment was required. It was agreed to prepare the specification and request quotes. 
d) Tarleton Newsletter Working Group – a meeting was planned shortly.
2009/041 Financial Matters

(a)The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:

                                                                                                                    £

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website
	45.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity
	73.00

	2611
	R Sears
	Telephone calls 2008/09                     
	36.50

	2611
	R Sears
	Postage
	4.58

	2612
	R Sears
	Travel expenses
	6.75

	2613
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary + additional hours
	1326.48

	2613
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances
	55.00

	2614
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary
	249.60

	2615
	Sooty’s Plants
	Hanging Baskets* plus £300 National Gardening Vouchers held by TPC Best Village Prize
	413.04

	2676
	B&Q (F Gittins)
	Watering equipment
	27.38

	2677
	Shaw & Sons (NL)
	Three books
	48.20

	2677
	Staples(NL)
	Toner/ stationery                                
	47.38

	2678
	I Cropper
	Mentoring
	120.00

	2679
	Duncan Ross
	Sand, fertiliser                                 
	3198.77

	2683
	G Hirst
	Grass cutting
	3461.00

	2681
	Cook & Talbot
	Legal fees
	50.00

	2682
	Inland Revenue
	Tax/National Insurance                    
	867.95


Items of income received since last meeting:

	
	Tarleton Corinthians FC      
	Half year rent
	750.00

	
	Tarleton Brass Band
	Use of Community room
	250.00

	
	Netsolva
	Refund of duplicate payment            
	45.00


(b)The meeting approved the purchase of Scribe 2000 accounting software licence for the annual fee of £245.

(c)The meeting noted that two applications for Capital Funding 2009/10 had been approved by West Lancashire Borough Council. They were as follows Fencing adjacent to Tarleton Sports Facilities £1250 and Carr Lane Overflow Car Park Scheme £1000. 
2009/042 Annual Accounts 
Members considered the prepared accounts and unanimously agreed to accept them as presented. 

2009/043 Annual Return 
Members considered the “Statement of Accounts” and unanimously agreed to ratify it and authorised the Chairman to sign the statement on behalf of the Council.
2009/044 Annual Governance Statement  
Members considered the “Annual Governance Statement” and unanimously agreed to ratify it. The Chairman and Clerk were authorised to sign the statement on behalf of the Council.
2009/045 Planning  
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. 
The following was discussed: 
Planning applications received since the last meeting:

a) 2009/00598/FUL: Mixed use development comprising a rural economy centre, 20 live/work units, 55 residential units, linear park and associated public open space including details of new vehicular/pedestrian access Tarleton Mill, Plox Brow, Tarleton
The Council had a number of concerns regarding this application. Issues arising included concern about access, building on a flood-plain and that the designation of the site is an industrial development. 
b) 2009/0640/FUL: Use as building as play-barn for young children Leisure Lakes, The Gravel, Mere Brow, Tarleton
The Council were concerned on behalf of residents that the development may cause loss of amenity to local residents, though recognising that it is a leisure site. 
2009/046 Parish Warden Project

Further correspondence from Hesketh with Becconsall Parish Council was noted. The meeting reaffirmed the decision of the June meeting of the Council that the Chairman Cllr. Cheetham and Cllr Kay would remain as representatives of the Council at any further meeting with interested parties.

2009/047 West Lancashire Local Development Framework
Members agreed to submit individual observations and there would not be a collective reply on behalf of the Council
2009/048 West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) Housing Need and Demand Study – WLBC has commissioned Fordham Research to undertake a Housing Survey and survey forms are being issued currently. In addition to the survey forms that will be sent to households, Fordham Research intends to issue each Parish Council with a questionnaire. The Council felt that the arrangements for the completion of a questionnaire to be returned by 31 August 2009 were too short. The Clerk was asked to write to WLBC seeking an extension until the end of September. If that were agreed a copy of the questionnaire would be sent out to each member with the September Council agenda. 
2009/049 Request for new bus shelter on A565 near Windgate Crossroads – Members agreed to submit an application to Lancashire County Council (LCC) for a new westbound bus shelter on the A565 near Windgate Crossroads. Funding would be sought from the Parish Council Bus Shelter Grant. 
2009/050 Risk Assessments - Pavilion, Carr Lane – A report to consider the requirement for a fire risk assessment and a health and safety risk assessment at the pavilion was presented. It was agreed that both would be commissioned.  The cost of each was estimated at £250. 
2009/051 Village Planters – The meeting agreed  the renewal of the planter in Tarleton and, subject to the approval of the Highways Authority, the provision of a planter in Mere Brow at a cost of £420 each from the current provider Plantscape.
2009/052 The Cloisters, Tarleton Traffic Regulation Order – The meeting agreed to a proposal from Lancashire County Council to install a “No Waiting at Anytime” Traffic Regulation Order at the junction of The Cloisters and Church Road. 

2009/053 Tarleton Parish Council Website – The meeting noted the details of monthly visitor statistics from January 2009 to June 2009. 
2009/054 Correspondence for Information - The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the June meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. With regard to the letter from West Lancashire Crossroads the Clerk was asked to reply stating whilst there was not money available in the current year, the Council would welcome further requests in the future.
2009/055 Items received since publication of agenda - There was a brief discussion about the speed of vehicles driving through the villages, particularly Mere Brow. It was agreed that it should be an agenda item for the next meeting with the emphasis on what measures could be taken to deter excess speed. 

2009/056 Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th September 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road, Tarleton
2009/057 Exclusion of press and public -It was agreed that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of  the following item of business in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that in involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption under Schedule 12A outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information (employment issues).
PART II (PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL)
There were no members of public present.

2009/58 Tarleton High School Swimming Pool – A meeting had taken place between Council representatives and the School to discuss current problems with the pool. The Council noted the issues being faced by the School. No funds were available in the current year to offer to the School, but this would be reviewed next year. The Council did undertake to lobby support for the School in seeking financial support from other sources. The Clerk was asked to write to the School to this affect.
2009/59 Pavilion Managers Contract of Employment –Subject to a minor amendment the contract was approved by the Council. The meeting authorised the Chairman to sign the contract on behalf of the Council. The Clerk was asked to bring the amendment to the attention of the Pavilion Manager and should he be in agreement with the amendment then he too should sign the contract.
The meeting closed at 10.00pm
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