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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday     14th September 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr.R.Evans; Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr.J.Hunter;
Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Four members of the public were present.
2009/062 Apologies: Cllr. J. Hodson; Cllr. J Stafford. The reason for absence of Cllr. Hodson was not approved by the Council.
2009/063 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th July 2009 & 17th August 2009:
Subject to a few minor amendments (deletion of Members names), the minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.
2009/064 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.

2009/065 Chairman’s Report
The Chairman had attended a Speed Indicator Display Signs (SpIDs) deployment training course at Lancashire Constabulary Headquarters. There was subsequent paperwork and insurance cover issues to deal with and he asked the Clerk to look into this.
The Chairman had personally got involved in the long running issue of additional storage facilities at Carr Lane. He was informed by staff at West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) that planning permission was not required for the siting of a container on the field to the rear of the pavilion. He asked the Clerk to write to WLBC to confirm that is the case. In the meantime the container has now been delivered and put to immediate use.
The Chairman also report that he had dealt with an errant cow that had strayed onto the football pitches at Carr Lane. The owner had been informed.

2009/066 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk outlined his current workload. The list included a number of fundamental area that required review, some driven by the Internal Audit report and others that he was aware of that would be included in the External Audit report. 

Additionally he had to deal with claim against the Council by the former Clerk to the Employment Tribunal. He was just in receipt of the Case Management Orders timetable which was demanding on time, particularly for the respondent (The Council). On top of routine Council work, not least serving the meetings, his contractual hours were far below what was required in the current circumstances. It was agreed that the Clerk would be paid for additional hours on an on-going basis and that he would report back in due course when work pressures declined.

Other matters reported:

a) Contractors for the Council – list supplied by Cllr Rydings – the Clerk to consider how a select list of contractors could operate within the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
b) Tree Clearing – he had met with United Utilities who were to undertake some crown reduction work in Carr Lane under the Electricity Act 1989

c) Capital Schemes – since the last full meeting grant funding from WLBC had been agreed and two sets of terms and conditions signed and returned. The Clerk required further guidance on the exact specification of both projects and would liaise with the Chairman to progress the work.
d) Mere Brow Play Area – the Clerk had been supplied with a specification for upgrading the area. It was understood that there was budgetary provision of £10,660 for both Council play areas in the 2009/10 budget. The Clerk was requested to seek three tenders.

e) Members had been circulated with draft copies of the latest Parish Newsletter. Cost provision was in the 2009/10 budget. Subject to minor amendment Members agreed that it should be published and that the Clerk would raise the appropriate order, checking first to see if this work could be undertaken in the village. Members also felt that in the next addition advertising for adverts should be considered.
2009/067 Parish Council Working Groups

a) Sports and Community Users Committee – testing of the showers at the Pavilion, Carr Lane for legionnaire’s disease was required as a priority. Cllr Rydings would liaise with the Clerk to arrange the placing of an order with a local contractor.

b) Village Maintenance Working Group – see Clerks report regarding the Capital projects and Mere Brow Play Area.
c) Tarleton Newsletter Working Group – see Clerks report, new addition pending.
2009/068 Mill Lane Tarleton 

The Chairman, with the agreement of those present brought this item forward to accommodate an interested member of the public present. Members discussed the poor state of repair of the road. It was agreed that Cllr Barron would discuss the matter with Lancashire County Council and Hesketh with Becconsall Parish Council and report back.
2009/069 Borough and County Councillor Reports – a proposition that parish councillors who represent the Borough or County Council give brief reports on items that may be of interest to the Parish Council of Tarleton had been tabled. It was agreed that present arrangements would continue. There would be no formal agenda item but, as in the past, Borough or County Councillors would bring to the attention of the meeting relevant news from their other roles as it directly impacted on the village.
2009/070 Financial Matters

(a)The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:












£
	2684
	Lancashire CC
	Loan repayment
	229.61

	2685
	Plantscape
	Tarleton 3 tier planter
	210.00

	2686
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater services
	100.42

	2689
	Brian Howard
	Internal audit fee
	100.00

	2690
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary August payment + additional hours
	1335.71

	2691
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances August
	55.00

	2692
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary August payment
	249.60

	2693
	Scribe2000
	Accounting software licence
	245.00

	2694
	SLCC
	Subscription Clerk
	117.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website (August)
	45.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity (August)
	69.52

	DD
	Public Works Loan Board
	Loan payment
	7114.81

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website (September)
	45.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity (September)
	69.52

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater services
	23.35

	2696
	I Cropper
	Mentoring
	60.00

	2697
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary September payment + additional hours
	645.28

	2698
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances September
	55.00

	2699
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary September payment
	249.60

	2700
	F Gittins (J Cheetham)
	Water pump repair
	13.04

	2701
	B Parkinson (Booker)
	Paper towels/ toilet rolls
	17.14

	2702
	KS Wareing
	Repairs to boiler 
	325.00

	2703
	KS Wareing
	Pressure sensor for boiler
	71.00


Items of income received since last meeting:

  









          £
	
	Tarleton Cricket Club      
	Rent 2008 & 2009
	2000.00


2009/071 Internal Audit Report 
The report of the auditor Mr B Howard was received. It was agreed to action the points raised in the report. The report was referred to the Parish Council Finance Working Group to implement the recommendations.
2009/072 Planning  
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. There was no discussion arising

2009/073 West Lancashire Core Strategy “Options Paper”
Members agreed to meet on Tuesday 29th September at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton at 7.30pm to consider in more detail the response of the Council.
2009/074 North West Plan Partial Review
Members agreed that the Chairman would consider the consultation document and consider if any relevant issues should be considered at the meeting 29th September on the Core Strategy.

2009/075 Fire Risk Assessment - Pavilion, Carr Lane
The Chairman, who has significant named responsibility in the report, deferred this item until the next meeting as he had not been in possession of the full report until this meeting.
2009/076 Village Traffic Issues
Members discussed what measures could be taken to deter excess speed of motor vehicles through the local villages. The use of Speed Indicator Display Signs (SpIDs) was deemed to be the most effective control measure. It was agreed that the Council should considering purchasing a device and that it should be considered as a budget item for 2010/11.
2009/077 Nominated Trustees Hannah Leadbetter Charity & Tarleton Endowed School Trust
Members approved the appointment of James Keith Farrington to the Tarleton Endowed School Trust and Doris Ashcroft to the Hannah Leadbetter Charity.
2009/078 Correspondence for Information - The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the last meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 
2009/079 Items received since publication of agenda – a letter from WLBC regarding Linear Park – Tarleton/ Hesketh Bank was noted and agreed that it would be an item at the next meeting.
2009/080 Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th October 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton
2009/081 Exclusion of press and public -It was agreed that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of  the following item of business in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that in involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption under Schedule 12A outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information (employment issues).
PART II (PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL)
There were no members of public present.

2009/082 Claim by Mr RP Sears against Tarleton Parish Council –The Clerk  updated  Members on the processes involved in responding to a claim and the actions taken by the Council to date on a claim made by the former Clerk to the Council Mr RP Sears to the Employment Tribunals alleging unfair dismissal. Details of the Case Management Orders timetable were given and approval for legal support, should it be required, was given.
2009/083 Gratuity payment to Mr RP Sears – In accordance with his contract of employment the former clerk to the Council Mr RP Sears is entitled to be paid a gratuity on the termination of his employment. Members approved this taxable payment of £1171.53. 

2009/084 Honorarium payment to Mr F Gittins – An honorarium payment for the maintenance /watering of hanging baskets in Tarleton and Mere Brow during June /August to Mr F Gittins was considered. A detailed timesheet recorded all the hours worked. Members approved a taxable payment of £750.00.
The meeting closed at 10.30pm
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