Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 15th December 2008

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllrs.Rydings (Chair), Barron, Mrs.Baybutt, Cheetham, 



Mrs.Evans, Hodson, Mrs.Hunter, Kay, Mee, Mrs.Stafford.

 

Members of the public:  2.

Public Participation

Items raised by members of the public included the cost to taxpayers of complaints made to the Standards Board by Councillors, and blocked drains in Hesketh Lane, which was noted by Cllr.Barron.

The meeting commenced at 7.45 pm.

2008/118 Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllr.Abram (work commitment, call-out). The reason for absence was not approved by the Council.

2008/119 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

The Clerk reported that Cllrs.Hodson and Rydings had completed revised forms for Register of Interests. Cllrs.Kay and Mrs.Baybutt requested Forms.

Cllrs.Mee and Mrs.Hunter declared personal and prejudicial interests in Agenda Item 14 (Farmers' Markets). 

2008/120 Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November 2008.

Min.No.2008/104 At commencement of 3rd paragraph add “Following an amendment to the original motion by Cllr.Hodson”.

Delete “Cllr.Mee” in last sentence of final paragraph.

Min.No.2008/108 Planning Application 2008/1054.  Add “Cllr.Hodson did not wish to be associated with any comments on planning applications regarding Leisure Lakes as this would be inappropriate given the current legal action”. Cllr.Barron commented that if this was the case the Parish Council would be effectively 'gagged' on making any comments on planning applications.

Min.No.2008/114 Delete the whole of the second paragraph. 

With these amendments the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2008/121 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting, including the following items which had arisen since the report was circulated:-

The keys held by former Councillor Nadine Ashcroft had now been retrieved.

The application for solar panels would be considered at the next Lancashire Local meeting.

VOSA had indicated that applications for HGV Operators' Licences would now be sent directly by e-mail.

2008/122 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

There were no items under this heading.

2008/123 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair gave a verbal report mentioning the various meetings he had attended. 

He had also attended the Scarisbrick Parish Council Civic Service and it was suggested that the Council may hold its own next year provided money was made available in the budget.

He informed Members that a bye-election had been called which could cost the Council in the region of £1500-£2000.

2008/124 Planning.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0698 Erection of agricultural storage building – Hill View Farm, 125 The Marshes Lane.

2008/1110 First floor and two-storey extensions to rear – 31 Meadoway.

2008/1120 Application for Determination as to whether Prior Approval is required for Details – Erection of agricultural storage building – Land rear of Glenwood, 89 The Marshes Lane.

2008/1123 First floor extension with balcony to rear – 224 Blackgate Lane.

2008/1149 Single-storey and first floor extensions to front; single-storey extension to rear – 21 Hillside.

2008/1139 Single-storey side extension to existing dental surgery – 133 Hesketh Lane.

2008/1151 Retention of external free standing lighting columns – Tarleton Office Park, Windgate.

2008/1183 Single-storey rear extension, incorporating living accommodation above – 10 Holly Grove.

2008/1192 Construction of sand paddock including erection of 1.2m high fencing – Land SW of Worthington's Barn, Park Lane.

2008/1194 Single-storey rear extension – 48c Fermor Road.

2008/1217 Erection of building for use as micro brewery – Building to the East of the Western Frontier, Leisure Lakes Ltd.

It was noted that the following decisions had been made on planning applications:-

2008/0840 Single-storey rear extension with external flue and detached garage – 6 Plox Brow – pp granted.

2008/0922 Two-storey side extension; single-storey rear extension; including a conservatory at rear and detached single garage – 5 Church Road - pp granted.

2008/0928 Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension (amendment to pp 2008/0179) – 23 Fermor Road – pp refused.

2008/1102 Conservatory at rear – 9 Ruskin Close – pp granted.

2008/0920 Retention of stable block, associated hardstanding and irrigation pond – Two Acres, Higher Lane, Holmes – pp granted.

2008/1064  Conservatory to rear – 10 Gorse Lane – pp granted.

All Members were reminded that if details of any planning applications are required to contact the Clerk prior to the meeting or visit the West Lancs.website.

It was noted that the following planning appeal had been lodged:-

E/2008/0428 The mixed use of the land for recreational motor vehicle activities, including bikes and cycles, and for motor vehicle racing activities, including bikes and cycles – Land B Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel. The appeal is against an Enforcement Notice.

It was noted that the following planning appeal had been decided:-

2007/1515 Extension to existing cattery to provide 8 extra units – 48 Church Road – Appeal allowed.

2008/125 Finance

a) Accounts for Payment.











       £

2517
Staples



Stationery



  143.99

2518
SLCC



Publication



    22.00

It was noted that the above accounts had been paid since the last meeting and these were approved.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane Electricity (Dec)

    73.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (Dec)

  291.00

2519
R.P.Sears


Salary (December)


  811.06

2520
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (Oct-Dec)

    90.00

2521
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (Oct-Dec)

  771.39

2522
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (November)

    11.37

2523
R.P.Sears


Postage (November)


    12.69

2524
Rosewood Joinery

Bus shelter repairs


    47.00

2525
R.P.Sears


Internet charges


    45.82

2526
Lancashire CTP

Training



    50.00

2527
R.P.Sears/Dyson

'Dyson' repairs



    75.00

2528
Zurich Insurance Co.

Insurance premium

            2873.35

2529
Cook & Talbot *

Legal fees


            4172.50

2530
Plantscape


The Cloisters


            1175.00

2531
Staples



Stationery



    77.12

2532
CommuniCorp

Subscription



    65.00

2533
Mencap West Lancs

Donation



  100.00

2534
West Lancs Crossroads


Caring for Carers

Donation



  100.00

· This item was deferred for payment until later on the agenda (See Min.2008/137 below),

The following items of income have been received since the last meeting:-

  281
Tarleton Corinthians FC
Rental




  750.00

  282
North Meols P.C.

Stationery



    92.76

  283
Choco-Lori


Farmers' Market


    15.00

b)  A statement showing expenditure to the end of November 2008 against the 2008/09 budget was noted.

2008/126 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

Village Maintenance

Inspection reports had been submitted by Cllr.Mee for the play areas. It was noted that the Council was awaiting quotes from Yates Playgrounds for replacement equipment and security lighting. 

Tarleton Newsletter

The Chair reported that the next edition would not be produced until after the forthcoming election.

Finance

The Clerk reported that the Finance Group were due to meet prior to the next meeting to prepare the budget.

2008/127 Financial Assistance

The Clerk reported that letters had been sent to five organisations who had requested financial assistance, together with the Council's Policy for Grants and Donations. Two replies had been received from Mencap West Lancs. and West Lancs.Crossroads Caring for Carers. As both these organisations met the Council's criteria for Grants and Donations it was agreed to make payments of £100 to each.

2008/128 WLDC Capital Funding 2009/10

It was agreed to ascertain whether the provision of fencing adjacent to the woods and the provision of an overflow car park behind the pavilion met the District Council's corporate priorities for capital funding prior to submitting any applications.

2008/129 Review of Council's Insurance Policy

It was agreed that the Council's Insurance Policy be renewed in the current format.

It was noted that a response was awaited regarding the cost of raising the fidelity guarantee to either £75,000 or £100,000.

2008/130 Alcohol Drinking/Noise Pollution

Cllr.Evans reported verbally on the increase in alcohol drinking in the street and the noise caused by smokers and drinkers outside public houses. Cllr.Kay stated that the matter was due to be discussed by the District Council's Internal Review Committee and it was agreed that the Parish Council would express their concerns and support any proposals to deal with the situation.

2008/131 Farmers' Markets

It was agreed that an independent survey be conducted by Portland Research within the village to ascertain the wishes of the residents/traders/visitors at a cost of £225.

Cllr.Hodson left the meeting after this item.

2008/132 Pavilion Manager

It was agreed to set up a selection panel consisting of Cllrs.Kay, Mrs.Evans, and the Clerk, together with the Chair  to interview for the above position.

2008/133 Consultation Documents

a) Central Lancashire Preferred Core Strategy

No comments.

b) Communities and Local Government – Codes of Conduct for Local Authority members and employees.

It was agreed that the following comment be submitted:-

Regarding Question 22 - The Council is of the opinion that the employees' code should not be extended to employees of Parish Councils as they are already covered by their own Professional Code of Conduct.

2008/134 Agenda Procedures

Following training sessions he had attended the Clerk reported that decisions were being made emanating from Information Reports and advised that these items be taken off the agenda. It was agreed that the agenda format remain unchanged but any decisions can only be taken on specific agenda items.

2008/135 Clerk's Annual Appraisal

It was agreed that the report of the panel conducting the Clerk's Annual Appraisal on 29 September be approved. The report included the objectives for the forthcoming year.

2008/136 Freedom of Information

It was agreed to adopt the Approved Publication Scheme. The details would be submitted to the next meeting.

2008/137 Carr Lane Leased Land

The Chair reported that he had received correspondence from Cook & Talbot regarding legal costs for the completion of the above. These amounted to £4230 for legal costs from Tarleton Estates (Solicitors) and £1000 from Cook & Talbot. It was agreed that the balance due to complete in the sum £4172.50 be paid.

On a motion from Cllr.Barron the Chair was thanked for his efforts in saving the Council approx. £10,000 in rents.

2008/138 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the November meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

The following additional items of correspondence had been received since the above was circulated:-

LCC – Response to the Council's request for extended pedestrian guardrails at The Gravel, Mere Brow.

WLDC – An Advice Note for Parish Clerks regarding how to deal with the receipt of Decision Notices from the Standards Committee.

2008/139 Councillors' reports and items for future agenda.

Cllr.Barron requested an agenda item for the next meeting “Future of Carr Lane Wood”.

Following a response from LCC the matter regarding pedestrian guardrails at The Gravel be included on the next agenda.

2008/140 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 19th January 2009 commencing at 7.30 pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

  

