Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 15th October 2007

At 7.30pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair) 
Cllr.Barron 
Cllr.Mrs Baybutt 
Cllr.Cheetham 
Cllr.Kay 
Cllr.Mee.


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford
Members of the public:  2
Police Report and Public Participation.
There was no representative of the Police present at the meeting. 
Mr.Johnson asked why Cllr.Hodson had been removed from the various Charities having served on them for many years. The Chair explained that the decision to remove Cllr.Hodson as the Councils’ representative on Outside Bodies had been a Council decision as when representing the Council he was not giving the views of the Council majority. It had been Cllr.Hodson’s own decision to stand down from the Charities.  
Cllr.Barron expanded on the statement made by the Chair stating that since the elections Cllr.Hodson had continually undermined the Chairman, had been a disruptive influence on the Council, frequently quoting rules which were not true. There had been frequent disruptive elements in the public gallery which Cllr.Hodson had not discouraged. This had led to Cllr.Barron putting the Police on alert for further interruptions. There was no longer any harmony within the Council. 
Mr.Johnson also raised the issue of the number of off-licences in the area where alcohol could be bought by those under-age. The Chair stated that the Parish Council had no control over this.  
2007/096 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Abram (holidays), Cllr.Mrs Evans (holidays), Cllr.Miss Ashcroft (sick), Cllr.Mrs.Hunter (Parochial Church Council AGM), and Cllr.Hodson (family).
2007/097 Declaration of Interests.
a) The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date.

b) Cllr.Mee declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7a, Planning Application 2007/1116.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No.18, Tarleton Holy Trinity CE School. 

The Clerk reminded Members of the forthcoming Annual Seminar/Workshop on the Code of Conduct taking place on 29 November at Edge Hill University. 
Cllr.Barron left after this item due to an appointment at Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council. 
2007/098 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th September 2007.

The Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/099 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting, and gave a summary of the recent Clerks’ Liaison Meeting, including developments on the progress being made in electronic communications. 

2007/100 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
There were no urgent decisions reported.

2007/101 Chairman’s Report.
The Report was noted. The Chair also mentioned correspondence he had sent to LAPTC in the absence of the Clerk. He was concerned that this correspondence had not been accepted.
2007/102 Planning.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
 There were no comments to make on the following applications: -


2007/0990 Display of illuminated fascia sign on front elevation – 81 Church Road.

2007/1128 Conservatory to rear – 72 Mere Brow Lane.

2007/1150 Detached garage – 21Chapel Meadows.

2007/1154 Detached dwelling and garage – Land adjacent to 73 Southport New Road. 

2007/0828 Retention of alterations to convert existing workshop to living accommodation – 59 Coe Lane.

2007/1116 Retention of use of premises (including previously approved extensions) for office purposes (Renewal of pp 2005/0726) – Barron Wood Distribution Ltd, the Logistics Centre, 12 Church Road 

2007/1178 Conversion of part of existing attached double garage to living accommodation – 10 The Chimes. 
 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.
2007/0454 Alterations and single-storey extensions at front and rear – 94 Church Road – pp granted.
2007/0503 Listed building consent as 2007/0454 – granted.

2007/0783 Single-storey side extension – 78 Hesketh Lane – pp granted.

2007/0815 Two-storey rear extension. Conservatory to side (Amendment to pp 2005/1404) – Sunny Vale, Liverpool Road – pp granted. 

2007/0823 Single-storey rear extension – 14 Oaklands Avenue – pp granted.

2007/0853 Replacement detached garage/recreation room to rear – Arleen, Gorse Lane – permitted development. 

2007/0862 Erection of electricity sub-station – Leisure Lakes, The Gravel – pp granted. 

2007/0936 Siting of portable building to be used for storage and children’s play area (Continuation of temporary permission 2006/0648) – 78 Hesketh Lane – pp granted.

2007/0957 Two-storey extension to side; front porch; replacement detached double garage – Kelbrook, The Marshes Lane – pp granted. 
2007/0958 Single-storey rear extension – 262 Blackgate Lane – pp refused.  

c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

There were no items under this heading

d) Other Planning Matters

Planning Appeals lodged.
2007/0646 Conservatory at rear – 2 The Mews, Carr Lane – Written representations. 
It was agreed that comments should be submitted regarding the original planning application on issues such as further extensions and access.

2007/0685 Conservatory to first floor rear elevation – 1 Moss Side Cottages, Moss Side Lane – Written representations. 
2007/103 Standing Orders, Periodic Review.
The Council’s current Standing Orders were adopted in March 2005. The Chair proposed that they should be reviewed to bring them in line with current legislation and submitted to the Council for consideration at the next meeting. 

It was noted that Cllr.Hodson had already prepared a revised document, but there appeared to be many anomalies and as Cllr.Hodson was not present to explain them it was agreed to defer this item for further consultation between Cllr.Hodson, the Chair and Vice-Chair. 

2007/104 LCC – Planted Highway Areas
A request had been received from Lancashire County Council to maintain highway verges (planted areas) at Sandringham Drive and The Gravel, Mere Brow. 
It was agreed that quotes be obtained from our current contractor, and to inform Lancashire County Council that the planted area at Mere Brow could possibly be maintained by the District Council. 

2007/105 Continental Style Markets/Farmers’ Markets

Cllr.Kay outlined his proposals to promote the community, initially for farmers’ markets to operate from Mark Square on a monthly basis. This could then lead to continental style markets. It was agreed that a working group be set up to explore the possibilities and Cllr.Kay to negotiate with Acland Bracewell for the use of the land. 
He suggested that funding of £500 be made available in the next year’s budget.
2007/106  Parish Council Website

Responses from Val Hiscock and Gavin Simpson regarding hosting the Parish Council website were noted. Val Hiscock had declined, but Gavin Simpson had replied stating that he was happy to continue to host the website as previously at no cost to the Council.
The Chair felt that a more professional outlook was required and it was agreed to defer this item until the new District Council website was up and running and the Parish Council could have a free link-in to this. The Chair stated that the Council was first in the queue to operate as a pilot. 
2007/107  WLDC Parish Charter
Members considered a report from Kim Webber given to the Welsh National Assembly regarding the workings of a Parish Charter.
It was agreed that the Council would sign up to the Charter and the Clerk was to make the necessary arrangements. 

2007/108 Appointment of Councillors to Outside Bodies.
It was agreed that the following appointments be made to replace Cllr.Hodson:-

Sports Committee


Cllr.Mee

LAPTC



Cllr.Cheetham

Village View



Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt

Tarleton High School

Community Users Committee

Cllr.Cheetham

Hannah Leadbetter Trust

Cllr.Mrs.Hunter

TEST Charity



Cllr.Mrs.Stafford

2007/109 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the September 2007 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 

It was noted that St.Mary’s had received a certificate of merit in the Places of Worship category in the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition.
2007/110 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
Cllr.Kay reported overgrown hedges on Carr Lane, and Gorse Lane/Bannistre Court.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported a poor road surface in Blackgate Lane, Holmes, excessive advertising by Leisure Lakes at Mere Brow roundabout, and noise levels from Motocross activities at Leisure Lakes. 

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported that she would like to see more affordable housing in Tarleton.

Items for future agenda included a new notice board at Holmes, and the possibility of a through road to Hoole to alleviate traffic in Hesketh Lane. 

2007/111 Parish Council Working Groups.
Parish Maintenance
Cllr.Mee recommended a further supply of bark around the fort, and re-painting the fort. 

The Chair suggested that there should be a publication of the Village View in the New Year, with a possibility that it be renamed the Village Newsletter. 
2007/112 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
The Clerk reported that three quotes had been received for cutting down trees on the playing fields. As no Councillor present knew anything about these it was agreed that the Chair would refer them back to the Sports Committee.

A verbal quote had also been received for the creation of a storage area beneath the pavilion. It was agreed that this quote should be in writing, and a further two quotes obtained. 
Cllr.Barron returned to the meeting before the next item.

2007/113 Tarleton Holy Trinity C of E School

Correspondence had been received from the Acting Head of Tarleton Holy Trinity CE Primary School regarding a shortfall of £1100 in their project to develop an Outdoor Learning Area. The Clerk reported that the Council had previously made a donation of £500 towards this project and it was agreed that a further donation of £550 be made. Cllr.Barron mentioned that there may also be funding available from Lancashire County Council. 
2007/114 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £


DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane (October)

  
  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (October).

280.00

2364
R.P. Sears.


Salary (October).


565.43
2365
Sightsavers International
Internal audit donation

  50.00

2366
BDO Stoy Hayward LLP
Audit fee



646.25

2367
Royal British Legion

Remembrance Day wreath

  30.00

2368
West Electrical Services
Fire alarm repairs


219.73

2369
Brian Howard


Clerk’s duties



  58.80

2370
Playsafety Ltd


Playground inspection


144.53

2371
United Utilities Water plc
Water service charges


261.15

2372
G.Hirst



Grass cutting contract:-






Playing Fields

£1523.17






Carr Lane Play Area
£  465.24






Mere Brow Play Area
£  332.28






Scout Field

£  177.22






Holmes grass verge
£    50.00






Cycle track

£    85.00       2632.91

2373
Holy Trinity CE School
Donation



550.00


The invoice from BDO Stoy Hayward was for £669.75. As the auditors had not replied regarding our query on the additional charge of £20 (plus VAT) it was agreed that this amount be deducted from the payment. 

The following items of income had been received since the last meeting: -










   £
  262
WLDC



Precept (2nd half)
£34233.00


S’port & Birkdale CC

Rent


£    300.00


Jazz Band


Rent


£    139.20


Tarleton Sports Field

Contribution

£  3000.00   37672.20

  263
Halsall West End CC

Rent




300.00

The Chair asked whose approval had been given regarding use of the Pavilion by the Jazz Band. As there was no knowledge of this from those present the Chair stated that he would bring it to the attention of the next Sports Committee. 

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of August 2007 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
c) Conclusion of 2006/07 Audit
The Clerk reported that the Audit had now been satisfactorily completed. The Annual Return was approved and accepted by the Council. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit was to be placed on the Council’s notice boards, with the requisite information being readily available from the Clerk. The following issues had been raised by the Auditor:-
Issues raised to assist the Council in improving their internal controls or working practices. The Council is recommended to consider these but is under no statutory obligation to act upon them. 

It was noted that the Internal Auditor had not completed Item H in Section 4 regarding assets and investment registers. This had been taken by the Auditors as being a negative response. It was agreed that the Clerk would take up this issue with Alan Dyson as it appeared to be an oversight on his part. It was also noted that the asset registers were currently being reviewed. 
Issues raised to assist the Council. The Council is recommended to take action on the following issues to ensure that the Council acts within its statutory and regulatory framework.
Although the Council had reviewed its level of fidelity guarantee cover it still appeared to be insufficient in light of the bank balances held on 31 March 2007.

It was agreed that the Council’s insurers be asked for a quote to increase the fidelity guarantee from £20,000 to £50,000 before taking any further action. 
The Chair asked that all papers relating to the audit be passed to Cllr.Kay.
2007/115 Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 19th November 2007 at the Over 60’s Club commencing at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.

  

