Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 15th September 2008

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllrs.Rydings (Chair), Barron, Mrs.Baybutt, Cheetham, Mrs.Evans, 

Kay, Mee. 


 

Members of the public:  3.

Public Participation

Items raised by members of the public included the low turn-out by Members at Council meetings, the alleged non-notification by the District Council of a planning application regarding a neighbouring Authority, (it was later confirmed that this statement was incorrect), possible extra storage space at the Pavilion, and comments made by the Parish Council regarding a planning application for Leisure Lakes. 

There was no police report and it was agreed that in future if there is no representative present from the Police there should be a written report submitted.

The meeting commenced at 7.52 pm.

2008/061 Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllrs.Miss Ashcroft (hospital appointment), Mrs.Stafford (family commitments), Mrs.Hunter (sick), Hodson (holidays), Abram (family illness). The reasons for absence were approved by the Council.

2008/062 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllr.Barron requested a Form to register a change of interests.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans had completed the Form for notification of changes to her personal interests regarding Charities.

There were no declarations of interest in any of the agenda items.

2008/063 Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting held on 21st July 2008.

The minutes  were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2008/064 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting and gave a progress report on work in hand. This also included an update on all outstanding issues raised by the Chair.

2008/065 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

The Clerk reported that it had been necessary to issue an Order to West Electrical Services to re-wire the Pavilion following an electrical fault. This was due apparently to previous poor workmanship. The urgent action taken was approved by the Council.

2008/066 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair gave a verbal report mentioning the various meetings he had attended, giving an update on the application for climate change funding, the arrangements for the forthcoming Farmers' Market, and the progress on the setting up of a Youth Group. The Clerk was asked to ascertain the qualifications needed by the Internal Auditor.  

2008/067 Planning.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0698 Application for Determination as to whether Prior Approval is required for Details – Erection of agricultural storage building – Hill View Farm, 125 The Marshes Lane.

2008/0696 Consideration of Details for Prior Approval – Erection of agricultural storage building – Cooksons Farm, Legh Lane.

2008/0475 Retention of use as taxi booking office and 9m high mono pole aerial attached to building – Store 2, Rear of 97 Blackgate Lane.

2008/0788 Conservatory to rear – 9 Waverley Drive.

2008/0779 Conversion of part of existing integral double garage into living accommodation – 17 Glebelands.

2008/0840 Single-storey rear extension with external chimney stack. Single-storey detached outbuilding – 6 Plox Brow.

2008/0841 Listed Building Consent – as above - 6 Plox Brow.

2008/0774 Single-storey extensions to side/rear including new external chimney stack – 213 Blackgate Lane.

2008/0737 New security lodge and entrance gate – Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel.

It was agreed that the Council objects to this application on the grounds that it is contrary to Green Belt Policy. Cllr.Mrs.Evans to provide the exact wording to the Clerk.

2008/0793 Retention of front gates and associated fencing – 188 Hesketh Lane. It was noted that this application had been received too late for inclusion on the agenda but as correspondence regarding the application had been received from a member of the public it was agreed that copies be sent to all Members for consideration. The response deadline was noted as 26 September. The Chair reminded all Members that any comments on the application should be limited to planning matters only.

It was noted that the following decisions had been made on planning applications:-

2008/0436 Erection of replacement agricultural building – Jacksons Farm, Hunters Lane – pp granted.

2008/0452 Alterations and single-storey extensions at front and rear. Relocation of existing sign and planter to forecourt – 94 Church Road – pp granted.

2008/0453 Listed Building Consent – as above – granted.

2008/0519 Replacement cladding on existing building – Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel – pp refused.

It was noted that the following planning appeals had been lodged:-

2007/1515 Extension to cattery to provide 8 additional units – Highfield Boarding Cattery rear of 48 Church Road.

2008/0301 Variation of Condition No.1 imposed on pp 8/93/1133 to allow the occupation of holiday caravans from 14 February to 31 January each year – Woodlands Caravan Park, The Marshes Lane.

It was noted that the following decision had been made on planning appeals:-

2007/1269 Two-storey side extension – 89 The Marshes Lane, Mere Brow – Appeal dismissed.

2008/068 Finance

a) Accounts for Payment.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane Electricity (August)
    61.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (August)

  291.00

2473
J.Prescott


Hanging Baskets – Mere Brow
1600.00

2474
J.Prescott


Hanging Baskets – Church Road
2445.00

2475
Cllr.Kay


Petty Cash (Farmers' Market)

    21.00

2476
R.P.Sears


Salary (August)


  791.66

2477
R.P.Sears/Crawfords

Newsletters



  102.00

2478
West Electrical Services
Fire Alarm

£289.42






Re-wiring

£470.00
  759.42

2479
Vernon Ogden


PAT Testing



    37.60

It was noted that the above accounts had been paid during the recess and these were approved.

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane Electricity (Sept)

    61.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (Sept)

  291.00

2480
R.P.Sears


Salary (September)


  791.66

2481
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (July-Sept)
    90.00

2482
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (July-Sept)

  799.80

2483
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (July)


    20.82

2484
United Utilities Water plc
Carr Lane wastewater services
  161.01

2485
R.P.Sears


Petty cash



    44.88

2486
R.P.Sears


Travelling expenses


  322.63

2487
R.P.Sears


Postage (July-August)


    35.95

2488
R.P.Sears


Internet charges (2 qtrs)

    89.94

2489
E-ON



Gas, Carr Lane


  589.29

2490
Brian Parkinson Maint.
Strimming, Carr Lane


  176.25

2491
Survey Operations

Topographical survey


  705.00

2492
United Utilities Water plc
Water charges, Carr Lane

    68.41

2493
G.Hirst



Grass cutting contract


2108.00

2494
Staples



Stationery



    34.76

2495
Lakemere Env.Services
Farmers' Market


    25.00

2496
D.Rydings/DIY

Petty cash



    12.98

2497
J.Kay/Chameleon

Petty cash



    12.60


The following items of income have been received since the last meeting:-

  274
Tarleton Corinthians FC
Reimbursement


3080.96

Farmers' Market

  275
Sooty's Plants







    15.00


Carl Woodhead






    15.00


S.Bower (Route Ginger)





    15.00


L.Nutter (Pendle Pat-a-Cakes)




    15.00


Ian Morton (High Seas Seafoods)




    15.00


Mrs.J.Lenehan







    15.00


S.M.Pilkington






    15.00


A.D.Shorrock







    15.00


L.Hunter (Tastebuds)






    15.00

  276
B.V.Raistrick







    15.00


Wareing's







    15.00

BACS
West Lancs.D.C.

Precept (2nd half)

          34165.00

             b)  A statement showing expenditure to the end of July 2008 against the 2008/09 Budget was noted.

2008/069 Bus Shelter, Windgate

Plans had been received for a new bus shelter at Windgate under the Parish & Town Council Bus Shelter Grant Scheme. The Council agreed that any parking restrictions would not affect local residents and the plans were approved. It was noted that the grant was conditional on the Parish Council agreeing to maintenance costs for at least five years, these costs to be incorporated in next year's budget.

2008/070 A Parish Charter for Lancashire

The final draft of Lancashire County Council's Parish & Town Council Charter had been received and circulated to all Members, together with a suggested response from the Chair. It was agreed that this response be accepted by the Council and submitted to LCC as the Council's feedback.

2008/071 Pavilion Manager, Carr Lane

The job requirements as circulated were agreed with minor additions. The Chair reported that he had received two expressions of interest. It was suggested that the rate of pay should be approx. £6 per hour for a possible 12 hrs. per week. 

2008/072 A565 Mere Brow Roundabout

Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported that there had not been much improvement in the maintenance of the roundabout and the situation should continue to be monitored. It was suggested that the District Council may wish to adopt it for maintenance purposes.

2008/073 NHS GP's/Polyclinics

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt reported on the changes that the Government are making to the NHS in replacing GP's with polyclinics. It was agreed that although these may be feasible in urban areas the status quo should remain in rural areas and NHS Central Lancs.be informed accordingly.

2008/074 Notice-Board for Village 

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt proposed the purchase of a notice-board for the village in general to use. Although the proposal was welcomed it was agreed that due to possible mis-use and constant monitoring of the situation this item be deferred. It was noted that there was no budget currently available to fund this and it could be raised again at the budget meeting.  

2008/075 Mere Brow Village Hall – Flagpole

The Council considered an application by Cllr.Mrs.Evans on behalf of Mere Brow Village Hall for funding support for the purchase of a flagpole. It was agreed to make a donation of £405 (25% of the cost), the cost being met from the income from the Farmers' Markets.

2008/076 Mere Brow Youth Club – Equipment

Cllr.Mrs.Evans proposed that consideration be given to the distribution of youth club equipment to Mere Brow Youth Club. It was mentioned that the equipment was tied to the Pavilion and the matter was deferred.

2008/077 Mere Brow Play Area – Play Equipment

Cllr.Mrs.Evans proposed that consideration be given to the provision of safety surfacing and a new item of play equipment for Mere Brow Play Area. It was noted that as there was no funding available in this year's budget the item be raised again at the budget meeting. In the meantime Cllr.Mrs.Evans to provide the Clerk with the exact requirements in order for costs to be obtained.

2008/078 List of Key-Holders

The action taken by the Chair to issue Ken Wareing with a key for the Pavilion was approved. This had been deemed necessary in case of any heating emergencies. Mr.Wareing had signed the Authorised Key-Holders Form and also the Council's CCTV Policy.

2008/079 Clerk's Annual Appraisal/Development Review 

It was agreed that the Clerk's Annual Appraisal/Development Review would be carried out by the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Cllr.Mrs.Evans. This to take place at 2pm on 29 September.

2008/080 Financial Regulations

The procedure for placing Official Orders under Financial Regulations was reviewed

and it was confirmed that under Section 10 an Official Order is issued at all times prior to the commencement of any work. It was agreed that wherever possible an estimated cost is included on the Order. Where urgent work is required and an estimated cost is not possible at the time there should be a limit of £500. 

2008/081 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the July 2008 meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2008/082 Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

Cllr.Barron reported a complaint about the hedge on the A59 between the two sets of traffic lights.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt reported the following items:-

Badly damaged manhole cover on W.side of Church Road by traffic lights.

A possible safety area for pedestrians at A59 traffic lights.

A water hydrant not yet repaired on A59 by old church.

A faulty light on the car park (on all day).

Overgrown hedge by the Rugby Club.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt requested future agenda items for new surfacing around the tower at Carr Lane Play Area to replace the existing bark, and the provision of extra litter bins at the same location.

2008/083 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

Pavilion Management

It was agreed as a matter of urgency that a quote of £350 (plus VAT) be accepted for the building of a staging area to alleviate the storage problem. 

Tarleton Newsletter

It was agreed that the next edition of the newsletter should be published in December.

2008/084 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 20th October 2008 commencing at 7.30 at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road.

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm

  

