Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Tuesday 16th July 2007
At 7.37 pm at the Sports & Resource Centre,

Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present:
Cllr.Rydings (Chair)


Cllr.Kay



Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford


Cllr.Mrs.Evans



Cllr.Miss Ashcroft



Cllr.Mrs.Hunter



Cllr.Abram



Cllr.Hodson



Cllr.Mee

Cllr.Barron

Cllr.Cheetham

Members of the public:
8
The Council considered two late items of correspondence:-

An invitation from West Lancs.District Council to attend the Civic Service on 2nd September. The Chair and Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt volunteered to attend. 

A request from Anne Wright regarding a Kickboxing Club. This item to be discussed on Agenda Item 18.

2007/049 Apologies  - none 

2007/050 Declaration of interests.

The attendance register was circulated and signed and Members were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

The Chair and Cllr.Barron declared a personal interest in the item relating to Tarleton High School Sports Hall (as School Governors). 

The meeting was adjourned at 7.45 pm for the next item.

Police Report/Public Participation
Prior to the meeting PC Corrigan gave an update on local activities and information. He distributed a report showing levels of crime within the last 12 months, broken down over Parishes. Questions asked by Members included a possible breakdown of the figures over Wards, the activities around Leisure Lakes, and the increase in vandalism. The public raised issues regarding the number of incidents per crime, the sale of alcohol in supermarkets, and activities around Mark Square. 

PC Corrigan was thanked for his attendance and undertook to attend future meetings wherever possible. 

During public participation a question was raised regarding the public liability insurance for the Over-60’s Club. It was stated that this was an agenda item to be discussed later.

The meeting was reconvened at 8 pm. 

2007/051 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th June.

Min.No. 2007/031 Line 3 – delete “upon request”, substitute with “by agreement of the Council”.
With this amendment the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/052 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 

2007/053 Clerk’s report on any urgent decisions taken since the last meeting. 

The Clerk reported an incident on 18th June when a number of windows at Carr Lane Pavilion had been broken. An urgent decision was taken to board up the windows and obtain quotes for their replacement. An order was subsequently issued to South Ribble Glass (the lowest quote received). 

The contractor installing the railings around the play are had arrived one morning to find his work the previous day had been vandalised. Agreement had been given by the Vice-Chair to purchase quick drying concrete to remedy the situation, with the Council bearing the extra cost. 
2007/054 Planning 
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

a) Weekly List of Planning Applications

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/0768 Conservatory to side – Legh House Farm, Southport New Road. 

2007/0779 Two-storey rear extension – Asland Cottage, 11 Coe Lane. 

2007/0783 Single-storey side extension – 78 Hesketh Lane. 

It was noted that the following applications had been received too late for inclusion in the agenda:-

2007/0809 First floor rear extension; single-storey side extension – 224 Blackgate Lane.

2007/0815 Two-storey rear extension. Conservatory to side (amendment to pp 2005/1404) – Sunny Vale, Liverpool Road. 

b) Decisions made on Planning Applications

None received.

c) Planning Committee reports affecting Tarleton Parish

There were no items under this heading.

d) Other Planning Matters
Applications for Heavy Goods Vehicle Operators’ Licences

R.Pickavance & Son Ltd – New operating centre at Banks Farm, Sollom – Authorisation for one vehicle. 

Patrick Iddon – Spring Wood Farm, Gorse Lane – Authorisation for one vehicle.

There were no objections raised on these applications. 
2007/055 LAPTC – Notice of Annual General Meeting

It was agreed that the Chair and Vice-Chair would attend the 63rd AGM of LAPTC on 3rd November as the Council’s two voting representatives. It was noted that any Member could attend. There were no resolutions to be submitted for discussion. 
2007/056 West Lancs.District Council – Dog Control Orders

A consultation document had been received from West Lancs.District Council regarding the introduction of 4 Dog Control Orders. These Notices were well received by the Council but it was agreed to comment upon concerns the Council had on the enforcement issue. 
2007/057 West Lancs.District Council – Draft Affordable Housing Strategy 

2007-12.

Following the Affordable Housing Questionnaires completed earlier in the year the District Council had developed a draft Affordable Housing Strategy for 2007-12. This document was well received by the Council with concerns raised regarding traffic conditions, an infrastructure unable to cope, and sustainability in line with Planning Guidance PPG3.  

2007/058 Age Concern
A request had been received from Age Concern regarding the possibility of placing a clothing bank on the car park by the Over-60’s Club. It was agreed that the Council turned down this request on the grounds that car parking spaces were already limited. 

It was suggested that Mark Square was one alternative possibility and Acland Bracewell be informed. A second possibility was adjacent to the Health Centre. 

2007/059 Tarleton High School Sports Hall

Correspondence had been received from Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council regarding the drawing up of an Agreement which would allow the residents of Tarleton and Hesketh Bank to have use of the facilities, and setting up a management committee on which the respective Councils would have representatives. 

Hesekth-with-Becconsall Parish Council were concerned that a formal agreement was still not in place, and the existence of the Management Committee was at the whim of the school. 

Cllr.Hodson gave a brief history of the situation dating back to 1998 when the possibility of a new Sports Hall was raised incorporating partnership working. 

A presentation was made at the Parish Council budget meeting in 2003, when it was agreed that a £100,000 loan be obtained from the Public Works Loan Board to part fund this project, enabling public access. This payment was made subject to further negotiation with the School, and Members of the respective Councils serving on the Community Users Committee. It was noted that the representative of Hesketh-with Becconsall Parish Council had rarely attended the meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned during this item to allow Cllr.Plant (Chair of Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council) to add any comments. He thanked the Council for allowing him to speak but had nothing significant to add to the debate.

The meeting was reconvened and it was agreed that the Chair would investigate further by taking up the issues with Tarleton High School and report back to the September meeting.   It was suggested that an urgent extraordinary meeting of the Community Users Group be arranged and if this was not  possible, to be discussed at the next scheduled meeting. 
2007/060 Parish Council Website

The Chair reported on the two current websites operated by the Council stating that the last Council minutes available on either website were those for February 2007, which was totally unsatisfactory. He had also had a meeting with Ian Hinckley at West Lancs.District Council who were updating their own website and offering Parish Councils the opportunity to incorporate their website within WLDC’s own website. A quotation has also been received from Mark O’Hanlon.

It was agreed to approach both Val Hiscock and Gavin Simpson to see if they were interested in hosting the Council’s website and in the meantime to defer the trial period offered by WLDC. 

The Council’s minutes were to be made available in the Library on the same day as they were delivered to Councillors, and headed ‘not yet approved by the Parish Council’. Legal advice on this had been sought by the Chair with the WLDC’s Secretary & Solicitor, Gillian Rowe, who had advised that it was the usual practice to publish minutes after they had been prepared and before they are agreed as a correct record at the next meeting.
2007/061 Over-60’s Club Insurance

It had been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that the Over-60’s Club did not have public liability insurance when outside groups used the facility. 

Members spoke for and against the idea of supporting the Over-60’s Club, by proposing that the Council had supported the younger people over the years and should now offer support to the older people, and at the same time being concerned that by supporting one group other groups in the community might expect the same support.

A proposal by the Chair that the Council should not pay for public liability insurance and should review its commitment to paying for the buildings and contents insurance was withdrawn. 

It was agreed that the Council amend the current insurance policy by including public liability insurance for £2M at a cost of £250 per annum pro rata until the current expiry date in January 2008. This would be reviewed at the budget meeting. Cllr.Ashcroft would supply the Clerk with alternative insurers. 

2007/062 Provision of CCTV at Carr Lane

The Chair and Vice-Chair reported on a security system for the Pavilion and Children’s Play Area at Carr Lane. It was considered that urgent measures should be taken to protect the Council’s assets and to try and prevent future damage and subsequent additional expenditure. 

Three security companies had been approached and had visited Carr Lane to carry out a survey. The quotations received were as follows:-

Blackbox Security 

£3500 plus £110 per annum.

PAL  



£3995 plus £150-£200 per annum.

Hytek  



£2600 plus £70-£100 per annum.

It was agreed that the Council consider these quotations with a view to making the Pavilion and Children’s Play Area as secure as possible to reduce future damage from vandalism and to accept the quote from Hytek as being the lowest and of best value. 

Cllr.Barron stated that he may be able to obtain funding from Lancs.County Council of between £500-£1000. As this project was considered to be urgent it was agreed to fund any balance from the Council’s reserves.

2007/063 Correspondence for Information
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the June 2007 meeting.

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 

2007/064 Councillors’ reports and Items for future agenda.

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford raised the issue of floodlighting required for the rear car park at Mark Square. 
The following items to be considered for future agenda:-

Parish Council Charter

Village View

Funding of Pavilion

Skate Park for BMX/Roller Blades

Sutton Avenue Sewer Blockage

2007/065 Parish Council Working Groups
There were no written reports received.
Cllr.Mee stated that he would submit the play area inspection sheet by the end of the week. Cllr.Cheetham undertook to check and tighten any loose bolts on the play area equipment. 

2007/066 Members representing the Council on other groups

There were no reports received.

A request had been received from Anne Wright to hire the Pavilion for a Kickboxing Club. It was agreed to reply stating the venue was currently unavailable but to suggest an alternative of Tarleton High School. 

2007/067 Lancashire County Council – “A Charter for Lancashire”.

The Chair gave a written report on his attendance at “A Charter for Lancashire” meeting held at Ormskirk School on 22nd June. This was noted. 

2007/068  West Lancashire Local Strategic Partnership

The Chair gave a written report on his attendance at the Annual Conference of West Lancs.LSP held at the Investment Centre in Skelmersdale on 15th June. . This was noted. 
2007/069 Finance

a) Accounts for payment

The following accounts were passed for payment:-










      £

DD
Powergen


Carr Lane


  
  54.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (July)

280.00

DD
Public Works Loan Board
Loan repayment

          7114.83

2328
Derek Fox & Sons

Bark (Mere Brow)


123.38

2329
Urban Engineering

Paint




  18.35

2330
R.P.Sears


Salary (July)



565.43

2331
Lancs.County Council

Loan repayment


247.50

2332
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying services (Apr-June)
  41.34

2333
United Utilities Water plc
Water charges – Carr Lane

  62.09

2334
R.P.Sears


Postage (Apr-June)

 
  36.17

2335
Mark A Johnson

Boarding up windows – Carr Lane
199.75

2336
G.Hirst



Grass cutting contract:-






Playing Fields

£1661.64






Carr Lane Play Area
£  426.47






Mere Brow Play Area
£  304.59






Scout Field

£    88.61






Holmes Grass Verge
£    50.00






Mere Brow Bark
£  100.00        2631.31

2337
CWS Wrought Designs
Play Area Railings

           9975.75

It was agreed that cheque no. 2337 be withheld until all work had been satisfactorily completed. Although the Vice-Chair had already authorised an extra payment of £336 (plus VAT) for an amount of quick drying concrete (Refer to Min.No.). it was agreed that a letter be sent with the payment stating that it is the Contractor’s responsibility to ensure that the site is secure overnight. 


It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the Vice-Chair regarding the payment of any invoices prior to the next meeting. 

The following item of income had been received since the last meeting:-      











   £

258
Tarleton Corinthans FC
Reimbursement

          2606.99

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of June 2007 against the 2007/08 budget was noted. 

c) It was noted that an estimate had been received from Mark Johnson for the creation of loft space at Carr Lane Pavilion. Further estimates were required. 

d) 2006/07 Accounts

The final accounts for 2006/07 were agreed as a correct record of the Council’s income and expenditure. The accounts were currently with the Internal Auditor and any comments would be brought to the next meting. Members approved the response to the Annual Governance Statement document and the Form was duly signed.   

2007/070 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 17th September 2007 at the Sports and Resource Centre, Carr Lane, commencing at 7.30 pm. The Police report and public participation to be held prior to the start of the meeting. 

The meeting closed at 10.25 pm.

