Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 16th June 2008

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllr.Rydings (Chair)



Cllr.Barron 



Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt



Cllr.Cheetham

Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford

Cllr.Hodson



Cllr.Mrs.Hunter

Cllr.Kay 

Cllr.Mee

Members of the public:  1.

Public Participation

The member of the public present requested the amount of administration included in the precept and asked why it was appreciably lower than that of a neighbouring Council. He was informed to take up this matter with the Council concerned. 

2008/024 Apologies.

Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Abram (work commitments), Cllr.Miss Ashcroft (unwell). These apologies were accepted by the Council.

There followed a debate on the reasons for absence submitted by Members. The Chair stated that the attendance record of Members had already been produced and made available. It was agreed that attendance records would be available through contacting the Clerk and also on the Council website.

2008/025 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllrs Mee and Mrs,Hunter declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8 (Farmers' Markets).

2008/026 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th May 2008.

The minutes of both meetings were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

Cllr.Hodson commented on the statement by the Chair (Min.No.2008/018) that he considered Cllr.Hodson should have supplied the Clerk with a copy of the constitution.  Cllr.Hodson refuted this statement as it was not written down anywhere that this was the procedure and as Cllr.Hodson was not the Chair of the Sports Committee it was not his responsibility anyway.

2008/027 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting and gave a progress report on work in hand. 

He drew Members' attention to particular items including a draft management plan for Carr Heys Plantation which had been submitted to Acland Bracewell for consideration, and letters which had been sent to local companies to register their interest in advertising on the website. 

2008/028 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

There were no items under this heading.

2008/029 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair gave a verbal report highlighting the following items:-

Parish Charters (LCC & WLDC)

Church Road traffic survey re pelican crossing.

Traffic light phasing – Lancashire Local.

Hesketh Lane Traffic Regulation Order.

Forthcoming decision on Solar Panels.

Website progress.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

Play Area and Pavilion signage.

Provision of waste bins for pavilion.

LCC approval for hanging baskets.

2008/030 Planning.


 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0432 Single-storey rear extension – 251 Hesketh Lane.

2008/0452 Alterations and single-storey extensions at front and rear – 94 Church Road.

2008/0453 Listed Building Consent as above.

2008/0395 Erection of garden wall and timber gate – Green Lane Farm, Liverpool Old Road.

2008/0420 Change of use from garage/workshop to business office/workshop – 50 Church Road.

2008/0483 New vehicular access – 84 Church Road.

2008/0409 Replacement dwelling – Hornby's Farm, Gorse Lane. It was agreed to object to this application on the grounds that the demolition of the existing building would detract from the character of the area.


b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.

2008/0209 Storage building to replace existing stable and erection of detached double domestic garage – Greenacres Farm, Hunters Lane – pp refused. 

2008/0261 Provision of sunken loading bay and ramp to existing loading bay – Hazeldene, Taylors Meanygate – pp granted.

2008/0322 Two-storey extension to front. Extension to rear of existing detached garage – Brockington House, 1A Coe Lane – pp granted.

2008/0331 Single-storey extension to side; conservatory to rear – 47 Kearsley Avenue – pp granted. 

2007/1154 Detached dwelling and garage – Land adj. 73 Southport New Road – pp granted.

2008/0305 Re-use of depot as depot for highway engineering contractor - LCC Depot, Southport New Road – pp refused. 

2008/0164 Erection of agricultural storage building – 73 Southport New road – pp refused.

2008/0168 Retention of use of land as garden area including fencing and gates - 45 The Gravel – pp granted.

c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish

None

d) Other Planning Matters

None

2008/031 Farmers' Markets

Cllr.Kay gave a progress report stating that there had been 15 expressions of interest in the events planned for August and September. There had been only one objection from a local retailer.

It was agreed to accept the terms and conditions prepared by Acland Bracewell and also to request that consideration is given to holding the second event on a Sunday.

2008/032 A565 Mere Brow Roundabout

It was agreed that the proposal by Cllr.Mrs.Evans to adopt the Mere Brow Roundabout for maintenance purposes be withdrawn due to the traffic management problems anticipated for a local contractor. It was agreed however to pursue with Lancashire County Council the requirement for a higher standard of maintenance than that currently provided. 

2008/033 Mere Brow/Holmes –Hanging Baskets
Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported that an offer had been received from Autism Initiatives to prepare and maintain hanging baskets for Mere Brow and Holmes. They had indicated that they would only charge a small amount for the baskets and plants. After receiving a quote of £4,000 it was agreed to reject this offer, and obtain a quote from J,Prescott who had quoted for a similar scheme in Church Road.

2008/034 Tarleton Cricket Club

It was reported that correspondence had been received from Mike Webster (Tarleton Cricket Club) regarding decisions taken at previous meetings. It was agreed to pursue these matters with Mike Webster at a meeting to be arranged. It was noted that a previous meeting had been cancelled. The Chair reiterated that four Councillors would form part of any Sports Committee in a supporting capacity. 

Cllrs.Barron and Hodson left the meeting after this item.

2008/035 Correspondence for Information.

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the May 2008 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2008/036 Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported that the old notice-board at Holmes had yet to be removed, and flyposting problems on the A565 at Mere Brow.

Cllr.Cheetham gave a brief report on his first attendance at the Standards Committee.

Cllr.Mee reported parking problems at the junction of Blackgate Lane and Church Road which could possibly be alleviated by extension of the double yellow lines.

Cllr.Barron requested consideration of obtaining quotes for legal services to compare against the charges made by Cook and Talbot.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt reported various overgrown hedges obscuring traffic signs, and a  litter problem on the A59. She also requested a future agenda item to discuss the changes the Government are proposing to replace GP surgeries with polyclinics.

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported that seating outside the Library, and at The Cloisters required repairing.

2008/037 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

There were no reports under this heading.

It was agreed that Standing Order 23 be suspended to enable the remainder of the business to be discussed.

2008/038 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane (June)


    61.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (June)

  291.00

2449
R.P.Sears


Salary (June)



  791.66

2450
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (Apr-June)
    90.00

2451
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (Apr-June)

  917.84

2452
Staples



Stationery



  167.24

2453
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (Apr-May)

    35.31

2454
E-ON



Carr Lane Gas



1803.37

2455
Duncan Ross


Work on football pitches

3056.13

2456
Brian Parkinson

Storage area, pavilion


  799.00

2457
Yates Playgrounds

Safety surfacing,






rocking horse repairs


9784.22

2458
R.P.Sears


Postage (Apr-May)


    26.92

There had been no items of income received since the last meeting.

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of May 2008 against the 2008/09 Budget was noted.

c) 2007/08 accounts – Council's Annual Governance Statement

The final accounts for 2007/08 were agreed as a correct record of the Council's Income and Expenditure and the Annual Return was duly signed.

It was agreed that the Council's Annual Governance Statement be certified by the Chair and the Clerk in respect of the 2007/08 Annual return.

2008/039 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 21st July 2008 commencing at 7.30 at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road.

PART II

(Private & Confidential)

2008/040 Exclusion of press and public

It was agreed that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that in involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption under Schedule 12A outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information (employment issues).

2008/041 Employment Equality (Age) Regulations 2006

It was agreed that this item be deferred until the commencement of the next meeting when it was anticipated that more Members would be present.

The meeting closed at 10 pm

  

