Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 16th March 2009

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllrs.Rydings (Chair), Abram,Barron, Mrs.Baybutt, Cheetham, 


Mrs.Evans, Hodson, Kay, Mrs.Hunter, Mee, Ms.Slater, Mrs.Stafford.
 

Members of the public:  3.

Public Participation

Cllr.Paul Greenall, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Street Scene Management (WLDC) had been invited to the meeting to take part in a Q & A session and to hear any complaints. The feedback he was getting from officers at WLDC was that the service provided in Tarleton was not too bad, but he was willing to listen to address any complaints from Members and the public.

Items raised included the fact that bins had to be placed in exact positions but were then returned scattered in various places which prohibited residents from driving into their driveways, the state of the public footpath in Sutton Avenue, small recycling bins were in some instances not big enough, missed collections when there were road closures, and a need to produce a schedule of up-to-date collection days.

There were no other items of general interest raised under public participation.

The meeting commenced at 7.55 pm.

The Chairman announced that he would be introducing an item under Part II. The Clerk and Cllr.Hodson advised him that this was unlawful as there was no agenda item for this.

2008/182 Apologies.

Apologies were received from PC Phil Corrigan.

2008/183 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

There were no declarations of interest.

2008/184 Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting held on 16th February 2009.

The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2008/185 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk gave a verbal report and updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting.

2008/186 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

There were no items under this heading.

2008/187 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair reported on the following items:-

A derelict house in Heritage Way.

The visit to Golden Acres.

A meeting with Acland Bracewell re Farmers' Markets.

Attendance at civic service in Parbold.

Attendance at Civic Dinner.

YPS meetings.

Lancashire Local, including AIP Study on the A59 Liverpool Road. A draft letter had been produced but this was deferred to the next meeting to be included as an agenda item.

Surplus screens to be moved from the Pavilion to Mere Brow Village Hall for safe storage. There was a doubt regarding who funded the screens.

2008/188 Planning.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2009/0086 Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension (amendment to pp 2008/0122) - 38a Fermor Road.

2009/0145 Erection of replacement timber building for use as office and design studio with associated facilities – 151a Southport New Road.

2008/1307 Retention of allotments and creation of a sensory garden – 45 The Gravel.

It was agreed that the following comments as proposed by Cllr.Mrs.Evans be submitted after verifying the exact wording with the Chair prior to submission. Cllr.Mrs.Evans declined to be involved. Copies of the submission be sent to all Members.

The original application provided for horticultural and agricultural training on the site. The Parish Council supports the residents' concerns that the current application with its concrete walls and raised flower beds detracts from the general openness of the site. 

There were no comments to make on the following appeals which had been made to the Secretary of State:-

2008/0519 Replacement cladding on existing building – Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel. The appeal follows the decision by the Council to refuse planning permission for the development.

E/2008/0283 Erection of front fence, gates and posts over 1m high – 188 Hesketh Lane. The appeal is against an Enforcement Notice.

2008/189 Finance

a) Accounts for Payment.











       £

2560
F.Gittins


Petty Cash



    16.58

2561
WLDC 


Parish Council Elections

2394.29



It was noted that the above accounts had been paid since the last meeting and these were approved.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
NetSolva


Website



    45.00

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane Electricity (Mar)

    73.00

2562
R.P.Sears


Salary (March)

  
  811.06

2563
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (Jan-March)

  823.68

2564
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (Jan-March)
    90.00

2565
F.Gittins


Pavilion Manager


  249.60

2566
Rural Services Partnership
Subscription



    69.00

2567
West Electrical Services
Heating Controls


  103.50

2568
Taymar Joinery

Storage Cupboard


2242.50

2569
R.P.Sears


Travelling expenses


  258.28

2570
United Utilities Water plc*
Waste water services - Carr Lane
  230.93

2571
Lancashire Best Kept


Village Competition
*
Entry fee



    25.00

* denotes 2009/10 accounts

The following items of income had been received since the last meeting:-

BACS  LC C                                       Grant (Climate Change Fund)
4497.50

  285
North Meols Parish Council
Stationery



  174.70

The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting an invoice from E-ON for the gas supply at Carr Lane despite contacting them with an up-to-date reading.

b)  A statement showing expenditure to the end of February 2009 against the 2008/09 budget was noted.

The Clerk asked the Chair if he wished to declare an interest in the following item but he declined.

The Clerk reported that the Chair had placed advertisements in the local press regarding the vacancy for the Clerk, had paid for these himself, and was now seeking reimbursement for approx.£570. As this procedure was against Financial Regulations

and one of the invoices was made out to the Chair he had sought advice from the Auditors whether it was legal for these to be paid. The reply from the Auditors stated

that if the Chair was reimbursed the payments would be ultra vires. It was, therefore, agreed that the matter would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting to consider a retrospective payment.

2008/190 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

Village Maintenance

Inspection reports had been submitted by Cllr.Mee for the play areas. 

Sports and Community Users Committee

The Chair reported that a meeting had been held on 11 February and the minutes were noted.

2008/191 Hesketh Lane Notice-Board

Cllr.Cheetham reported on the need for a Parish Council notice-board at the Hesketh Bank end of the village. The Clerk stated that there was provision in the budget for a notice-board but this had been set aside for a general notice-board at the request of Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt. Cllr.Mrs.Evans disputed this and the Clerk was asked to check. It was agreed to defer the item until the next meeting when more information was available.

2008/192 West Lancashire Design Awards

It was agreed that Tarleton Office Park be nominated in the commercial and/or community developments category for the above award.

2008/193 Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee

It was agreed that Cllr.Dianne Slater be nominated to serve as a Parish Council representative on the Standards Committee.

2008/194 The Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition

The Council considered the invitation to enter the 2009 competition. It was agreed that the Council would submit separate entries for Tarleton and Mere Brow at a cost of £25. The Certificate of Merit entry forms would be as last year.

2008/195 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the February meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2008/196 Councillors' reports and items for future agenda.

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported a lack of litter bins along the whole of Hesketh Lane.

2008/197 Young People's Services – LCC

The Chair reported on a proposal to develop services for young people in the Northern Parishes and meetings he had attended, highlighting the funding that was available. It was agreed that the Chair would represent the Parish Council on the MyPlace funding bid, together with representatives from the other Northern Parishes. 

2008/198 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 20th April 2009 commencing at 7.30 pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm
  

