Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 17th December 2007

At 7.30pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair)


Cllr.Miss Ashcroft
Cllr.Barron 
Cllr.Mrs Baybutt 
Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Kay 
Clr.Hodson

Cllr.Mee


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford
Members of the public:  3, plus Andrew Curry (PCSO)
2007/139 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Cheetham (sick), Cllr.Abram (company function), and Cllr.Mrs.Hunter (sick).

The meeting was adjourned for public participation and a report from the PCSO.
Police Report 
Andrew Curry introduced himself as the new PCSO for the area. He updated Members on the current level of crimes, in particular regarding the spate of burglaries.  
He requested that the Parish Council might consider the funding of a neighbourhood police car to enhance the quality of service that the public would receive. This would be in the region of £7,000.  It was considered that this should be a Police Authority precept, but Andrew was asked to put this request in writing.

He was asked to pay special attention to late night activities around the sports field.
Public Participation

Cllr.Hodson was congratulated on his appointments with LALC and NALC.

It was reported that flooding problems remained in Hesketh Lane which may be due to tree roots. West Lancs. could assume responsibility and they should be asked to investigate and report back. 
Cllr.Miss Ashcroft left the meeting at this time.
The meeting was reconvened at 7.55 pm.

2007/140 Declaration of Interests.
The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date.
Cllr.Rydings declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 21 (c), car park refurbishment.

2007/141 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th November 2007.
Public Participation, p.38, para 9, last line. After “threatened”, add “with legal proceedings”.

Page 41, Min.2007/127. Prior to para 2, add “Cllr.Cheetham was asked whether he should declare any interest in this item”. 
Page 42, Min.2007/127, last para. Line 1, Delete “agreed”, and substitute “proposed by Cllr.Hodson, and seconded by Cllr.Abram”. Line 2, after “implemented”, add “This motion was agreed”.
With these amendments the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/142 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 
Code of Conduct training packs had been sent to all Members who did not attend the seminar.
The CCTV Policy and Code of Practice were signed by Cllrs.Rydings, Mrs.Evans, Barron, Mee, Mrs.Baybutt, Kay, and Mrs.Stafford, and returned to the Clerk.
The Council’s insurance cover now included the CCTV, and the Fidelity Guarantee had been raised to £50,000.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans suggested a suitable location for the new notice-board in Holmes, near to the Chapel. Lancashire County Council had no objections to this.
Cllr.Barron would continue to make enquiries regarding funding of a bus shelter on Windgate, but was not very optimistic. The Clerk suggested he could make enquiries from West Lancs.District Council on the possibility of the developers of the former Windgate Garage site providing one as part of their planning application. 

2007/143 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
The following urgent decisions taken by the Clerk, in liaison with the Chair, since the last meeting were approved:-
Repairs to bus shelter at Mere Brow.

Repairs to the Pavilion roof.

Repairs to multiplay at Mere Brow Play Area.

An order issued to Countrywide Terrain for carrying out a survey at Carr Lane had been cancelled due to a poor response and a further order issued to Survey operations. 

2007/144 Chairman’s Report.
The Chair gave a verbal report, which was noted, referring to meetings he had attended during the last month.

2007/145 Planning.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/1270 Single-storey rear extension – Melrose Cottage, Liverpool Road

2007/1352 Two-storey rear extension – 52 Fermor Road.

2007/1384 Single-storey rear extension; front porch and replacement roofs to existing front bay windows – Hill View Farm, 125 The Marshes Lane. 

2007/1006 Erection of 12 two-storey affordable houses, construction of new access road, provision of car parking and landscaping – Land between 45 & 55 Boundary Lane, Hesketh Bank. 

2007/1303 Replacement dwelling and creation of vehicular access – Brookland, 389 Blackgate Lane. 

2007/1333 Part two-storey/part first floor rear extension. Single-storey side extension – 128 Blackgate Lane. 

2007/1405 First floor side extension; new gable end to front of existing garage – 18 Hesketh Lane. 

2007/1413 Variation of Condition No.1 imposed on pp 8/93/1133 to permit the occupation of two caravans between 6 January and 1 March – Woodlands Caravan Park, The Marshes Lane. 

2007/1417 Certificate of Lawfulness – Use of land as a stone merchant’s yard – 117 Southport New Road. 

20071438 Conservatory to rear – 33 Howard Drive.

2007/1441 Single-storey side extension – 28 The Chimes.

2007/1452 Extension to agricultural building – 188 Blackgate Lane.

2007/1459 Front boundary fence -238 Hesketh Lane.
2007/1331 Erection of 4 office buildings; 2 single-storey and 2 two-storey. Provision of car parking – Former Windgate Garage, Windgate. The Parish Council has no actual objections to this application, but would wish to highlight concerns regarding the entrance and exit to the site. 

It was noted that there were no objections raised on planning applications, 2007/1193, 1198, and 1303. These had been deferred from the last meeting so that more details could be obtained. 

 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.
2007/0058 Certificate of Lawfulness – Use of land and buildings as a general haulage operating depot – Land at Moss View, Liverpool Old Road, Sollom – refused. 

2007/1269 Two-storey side extension. Hipped roof above existing front bay window – Glenwood, 89 The Marshes Lane – pp refused. 

2007/1208 Two-storey side extension. Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension – 3 Meolsgate Avenue – pp granted.  

 c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

2007/1006 Erection of 12 two-storey affordable houses, construction of new access road, provision of car parking and landscaping – Land between 45 and 55 Boundary
Lane, Hesketh Bank. Recommendation that this be delegated to Executive Manager in consultation with Chair and Vice-Chair and granted subject to developer entering into 106 Agreement with payment of commuted sum of £29,400 for Public Open Space.

It was agreed that this application only partially concerned Tarleton Parish Council, but enquiries should be made regarding the commuted sum and whether any of the money could be used within the Parish. 
d) Other Planning Matters

No items under this heading.

2007/146 Maintenance of Grounds Contracts

The Clerk reported that there had been only one expression of interest for these contracts, from Mr.G.Hirst. It was, therefore, agreed that the tender documents be sent to Mr.G.Hirst. Cllr.Kay confirmed that the specifications used for the current contracts remained applicable, but the tenderer should be made aware that the Council was currently negotiating for additional land and this would eventually be included in the contract. 
2007/147 LAPTC

The Chair produced a report regarding the future membership of LAPTC. In this report he gave an overview of his experiences at the Conference and AGM. He had also attended his first meeting of the Executive, but had left prior to the commencement of the meeting due to contravention of normal meeting protocol. He highlighted the benefits of membership of LAPTC, and also similar benefits through the Society of Local Council Clerks, of which the Clerk was a member. 

It was proposed that the membership of LAPTC be reviewed by Tarleton Parish Council with a view to taking the following action:-

Prior to 31 December 2007, Tarleton Parish Council gives 3 months’ notice of resignation from the Lancashire Association of Parish and Town Councils; and

Before 31 March 2008 it reviews its position with a view to reconsidering continuing with its membership.

Cllr.Hodson spoke against this proposal stating that membership of LAPTC (LALC) gave automatic access to NALC and the SLCC did not have the same capacity as NALC in dealing with legal matters. He queried whether any training provided by WLDC was actually free.  Regarding the attendance at Executive meetings Cllr.Hodson stated that all members were allowed, and indeed encouraged, to attend.

He urged Members to give serious consideration to the Chair’s proposal before taking any decision. 

After a debate the proposal was voted on and carried. 

Cllr.Hodson left the meeting at this time.

2007/148 WLDC Capital Funding 2008/09

It was agreed that the following two schemes be submitted for capital funding:-
Purchase of a car for P.C.S.O - cost £7,000, to help combat crime and the fear of crime. 
The creation of a footpath at Carr lane Playing Field to enable skate-boarding facilities for youngsters – Cost £3,000. This will help to provide opportunities for leisure activities. 

2007/149 Parish Council Allowances

It was agreed to adopt an Allowance Scheme in line with the Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel issued earlier this year. This was considered to be sufficient for the Council’s purposes. The Chair stated that he would be claiming his allowance for the current year. 

2007/150 2008/09 Budget

This item was dealt with under Councillors’ reports. Cllr.Kay encouraged Members to look for some large items to be included in the 2008/09 budget. 
2007/151 LCC – Pedestrian Crossing

Correspondence had been received from Lancashire County Council regarding the possible provision of a pedestrian crossing in Tarleton village and inviting the Parish Council for their views on possible locations. It was agreed that three possible locations to be submitted were all in Church Road, close to the Pizzeria, near to The Cloisters, and outside ‘Libra’. 
With the agreement of Members Item 21 (c) was brought forward.

Estimates for car park refurbishment

The following quotes had been received:-

Tom Owen, Halsall
 

£2580.00

Brimac, Chorley
 

£  758.00

Lancs.County Engineering Services
£1335.09

On the Chair’s recommendation it was agreed to accept the quote from LCES as being the best value.

2007/152 Parish Council Notice-Boards

It was agreed to purchase the following notice-boards from our current supplier:-
900mm x 600mm (with legs) at Holmes – cost £560. (Parish Council budget).

1200mm x 600mm at Church Road (by toilets) – cost £480, to be vired from savings in car park budget. 

1270mm x 835mm, with opening doors, at the Pavilion – cost £588 (external funding).

2007/153 LCC – Lancashire Locals Climate Change Fund

Correspondence had been received from Lancashire County Council regarding grants available through the Lancashire Local Committee to support community projects on climate change. It was agreed that fitting solar panels at the Pavilion could be considered for submission. 

2007/154 The High Sheriff of Lancashire’s Young Citizen Award 2007.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt agreed to contact the Rector for any suitable nominations.
2007/155 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the November 2007 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 

2007/156 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
The Chair submitted a list of possible items to be included in the precept.

Cllr.Barron requested an item for the next agenda regarding detailed and itemised accounts from LAPTC.

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported on a lack of lighting at the rear of Mark Square, and requested a skatepark for youth at Carr Lane as a future agenda item.
2007/157 Parish Council Working Groups.
Parish Maintenance
Cllr.Mee reported that a new gate was required for Mere Brow Play Area including the mechanism to keep the gate closed when not in use. The new gates at Carr Lane still required attention by the contractor. 

The Chair stated that the Clerk had carried out a street seat survey as part of compiling the asset register. This would be passed to the Maintenance Committee for necessary action.  
2007/158 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
a) Sports Committee
It was agreed that the trees, under discussion at previous meetings, should now be trimmed and revised quotes for the work be obtained.

The Chair reported that the intruder alarm had now been fitted and the names of all users should be supplied.
      b)  Mere Brow Village Hall – no report. 

c) Road Issues Focus Group – The Chair was of the opinion that this group was merely a talking shop and would leave it to Cllr.Mee’s discretion whether he attended in future. 
d)  Village Plan – no report
e)  Tarleton High School Community Users – A new policy for Extended School Provision had been drawn up in consultation with Tarleton Parish Council and Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council, who represent the interests of community sports clubs and members of the local community who wish to use the facilities. This document to be copied to all Members for consideration of approval at the February meeting.
f)  LAPTC- no further report
2007/159 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £


DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane (December)

  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (December).
280.00
2380
West Elec.Services

Cheque cancelled

2381
West Elec.Services

Resite programmer


315.41

2382
R.P. Sears.


Salary (December).


681.02

2383
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (Oct-Dec)

829.83

2384
R.P.Sears


Clerk’s Allowance


  90.00

2385
R.P.Sears


Internet/’phone calls (Apr-Dec)
179.70

2386
R.P.Sears


Postage (November)


  11.42

2387
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (July-Oct)

  75.69

2388
Hytek



Control Panel/PIR


340.00

2389
D.Rydings


Chairman’s Allowance

100.00

2390
Rosewood Joinery

Bus shelter repairs


  82.25

2391
Tarleton Holy Trinity Church
Graveyard maint/clock

850.00

2392
Lancs.County Council

Loan repayment


243.03

The following item of income had been received since the last meeting: -










   £

  265
North Meols Parish Council
Stationery



157.83

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of November 2007 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
2007/160 Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 21st January 2008 at the Sports & Resource Centre, Carr Lane commencing at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 10.10 pm.

  

