Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 17th March 2008
At 7.30pm at the Over-60’s Club,
Church Road, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair)


Cllr.Abram

Cllr.Barron 


Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt


Cllr.Cheetham

Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Hodson

Cllr.Kay 
Cllr.Mee


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford
Members of the public:  9, plus Sgt.Craig Appleton, PC Phil Corrigan.
Prior to the meeting Sgt.Appleton updated those present on the latest activities within the area. Newsletters had been distributed to all residents in Tarleton and Hesketh Bank highlighting the need to be vigilant at all times. Concerns were raised regarding on-street drinking and cyclists without lights. It was agreed that the profile of Neighbourhood Watch should be raised, and presentations had been given at Tarleton High School on crime and safety. 
Public Participation
Issues were raised regarding the booking system for appointments at the Health Centre. It was suggested that this could be taken up with the PCT. Cllr.Barron stated that there was currently a Government Consultation on bookings. 
The Council was commended for maintaining the precept at its current level for 2008/09.

The meeting commenced at 7.45 pm.
2007/199 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Miss Ashcroft (sick), Cllr.Mrs.Hunter (family commitments). 

2007/200 Declaration of Interests.
The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllr.Hodson declared a personal interest in the item relating to the footpath in Sutton Avenue. 

2007/201 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th February 2008.
The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 
Cllr.Hodson referred to Minute No. 2007/188 stating that the Sports Committee was a separately constituted body and therefore the Council did not have the authority to pass this resolution. The Chair stated that the matter would be discussed under the Sports Committee item on the agenda.
2007/202 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 
Cllr.Barron stated that Lancs.County Council was continuing to investigate the blocked drains on Carr Lane. 

2007/203 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
There were no items under this heading.
2007/204 Chairman’s Report.
The Chair gave a verbal report stating that the new website was now active, and the alarm at the Pavilion had now been activated, all user groups had signed for their keys and been allocated a unique alarm code. 
He had attended various meetings, namely a Conference in Manchester on Affordable Housing and Regeneration, LCC Parish Charter on Communications, Lancashire Local, Affordable Housing (WLDC), and the Roads Group.
2007/205 Planning.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0068 Part two-storey/part first floor rear extension – Hazel Dene, Green Lane, Mere Brow.

2008/0122 Part single/part two-storey rear extension – 38A Fermor Road.

2008/0141 Two-storey extension and conservatory to rear – 14 River View.

2007/1193 Retention of use of buildings as storage units, retention of hardstanding and security light – Land to the rear of 93 Blackgate Lane.
2008/0077 Use of land for the storage of touring caravans – Land to the rear of 93 Blackgate Lane. (Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt requested the number of caravans on this site).
2008/0138 Retention of storage shed – 29 The Gravel.

2008/0163 Erection of agricultural storage building –  83 The Marshes Lane.

2008/0164 Erection of agricultural storage building – 73 Southport New Road.

2008/0179 Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension – 23 Fermor Road.

Cllr.Kay confirmed that following the public meeting at Mere Brow there were no comments to make on the planning applications at Leisure Lakes as reported at the last meeting. 
 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.
2007/1474 Erection of seven polytunnels – Land rear of 389 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2007/1524 Single-storey side extension – Country View, Middle Meanygate – pp granted. 

 c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   
2007/1331 Erection of five office buildings; three single-storey and two two-storey. Provision of associated car parking – Former Wingate Garage, Windgate. Recommendation that planning permission be granted. Cllr.Kay reported that planning permission had now been granted. 
d) Other Planning Matters
No items under this heading. 

2007/206 Green Lane Link

Cllr.Barron, in his capacity as County Councillor, gave a presentation to the Council on proposals for the Green Lane Link Road. He outlined the reasons for the proposals as being to divert HGV’s away from the villages and to prevent further damage to the moss roads. LCC officers and Cllr.Tony Martin were agreement that this road was necessary, the current estimated cost being £2M. The County Council would be looking to see how much money could be raised from various sources. Cllr.Barron stated that he would be approaching the growers, hauliers, and local businesses, and requested that the local Parish Councils could also consider making a contribution. A £50,000 contribution financed by a 25-year loan from the Public Works Loan Board would cost an estimated £4,500 per annum depending on interest rates at the time. 
It was agreed in principle that the Council set aside £50,000 on the budget for 2009/10 to help finance the Green Lane Link, and a letter of intent be sent to Cllr.Martin at LCC.  The Clerk stated that he would seek advice on whether the Parish Council had the powers to spend money on this project. 
2007/207 Youth Facilities in Tarleton

Cllr.Barron reported on the need to set up youth groups within the Parish. The facilities and equipment were available and he had spoken with officers at Lancs.County Council and been advised to contact Cllr.Ashcroft. Despite many attempts it had been impossible to contact Cllr.Ashcroft. The Youth Officer had advised him that the equipment had been purchased through the “Awards for All” scheme. 
Cllr.Hodson remarked that it was unfair to criticise Cllr.Ashcroft in her absence. As far as he could recollect the equipment was for the use of any groups within the Parish. The equipment had been funded as part of a package. The problem of setting up youth groups remained the lack of volunteers. 
It was agreed that the following letter, drafted by Cllr.Barron, be sent to Cllr.Ashcroft, via the Council’s solicitors:-

 “The Parish Council is concerned about the presence of unused Youth Club equipment which has been kept at the Pavilion for over 18 months. The Clerk and the Chairman have made frequent attempts to contact you by both e-mail and letter over the last …. months but you have failed to respond. The Parish Council intends to make use of this equipment which is listed as a Parish Council asset. If you have any interest in this equipment please respond within 7 days of receipt of this letter”. 

The Clerk advised the Council that sending correspondence via a Solicitor would incur costs probably in the region of £150 per hr.   

2007/208 Standing Orders

It was agreed that the draft revised Standing Orders as circulated to Members be adopted. 
2007/209 Financial Regulations

The draft revised Financial Regulations had been circulated to all Members. The Chair explained that the only difference from the current document was the addition of paragraph 1.4. It was agreed that the revised Financial Regulations be adopted. 
2007/210 Council’s letterhead

It was agreed that the revised letterhead as circulated to all Members be accepted with minor alterations to the layout. 
2007/211 LAPTC

The Chair made reference to the revised constitution being revisited and on a point of order Cllr.Hodson stated that this was only to remove any reference to the Local Government Act.

It was agreed that the decision taken at the December meeting to terminate membership be upheld.

2007/212 Council Newsletter

The draft newsletter was considered and accepted with the amendment that the front page should show the old Church. The Chair stated that for Quality Parish Council status it was only necessary to print a limited number to be deposited at various premises such as the Library, supermarket, shops etc. He undertook to obtain costs from a local supplier. 
2007/213 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the February 2008 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2007/214 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt queried the positioning of the SOLLOM sign, and reported a sunken grid outside the Cattery on Church Road. 
Cllr.Hodson reported glass missing from side panels on bus shelter at Sutton Avenue. 
Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported that the seat at The Cloisters needed repair. The Clerk stated that this was due to be replaced as part of the capital scheme.
2007/215 Parish Council Working Groups.
Parish Maintenance
Cllr.Mee had carried out the monthly inspection of the play equipment. It was agreed to obtain quotes for replacing the wooden gate with a wrought iron gate at Mere Brow.

Footpaths
Cllr.Barron was continuing discussions with the Footpath Officer at LCC on the problems at the bottom end of Sutton Avenue. 
2007/216 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
Sports Committee
Cllr.Hodson re-iterated the comment made earlier that the Sports Committee was not a sub-committee of the Council. It was a separately constituted body formed to access funding for the Carr Lane project. The constitution had been adopted in 2001 but since then there had been a revised edition. The phased works on the pavilion were now virtually complete.
A representative of the Sports Committee requested to speak but this was refused by the Chair. 

There were no reports from the Members representing the remainder of the outside bodies.
2007/217 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £
DD
E-ON



Carr Lane (March)


  54.00

2415
R.P.Sears


Salary (March)


578.27

2416
R.P.Sears


Clerk’s Allowance (Jan-Mar)

  90.00


2417
Inland Revenue

Tax/Nat.Ins (Jan-Mar)


777.15

2418
R.P.Sears


Postage (February)


    8.14

2419
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (February)

  14.13

2420
R.P.Sears


Internet charges


  44.97

2421
Brian Parkinson Maint.
Pavilion clean

£64.63






Hedge cutting

£94.00

158.63

2422
R.P.Sears


Petty cash



  40.95

2423
E-ON



Gas (Carr Lane)

          4217.23

2424
Carrick Housing Ltd

Conference fee


  92.82

2425
The Lancashire Best Kept


Village Competition
*
Entry fee



  25.00


2426
United Utilities Water plc *
Wastewater charges (Carr Lane)
161.01

2427
Staples



Stationery



  45.33

2428
A.Marsden


Painting, Carr Lane


340.00


The following item of income had been received since the last meeting:-

  266
North Meols Parish Council
Stationery



120.86

* denotes 2008/09 accounts


b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of February 2008 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
2007/218 Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 21st April 2008 at the Over-60’s Club, Church Road, commencing at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
  

