Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 17th November 2008

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllrs.Rydings (Chair), Abram, Barron, Mrs.Baybutt, Cheetham, 


Mrs.Evans, Hodson, Kay, Mee, Mrs.Stafford.


 

Members of the public:  6.

2008/101 Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllrs.Mrs.Hunter, (sick). The reason for absence was approved by the Council.

2008/102 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllr.Cheetham declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 12 (Notification of New Addresses) and withdrew from the meeting whilst this item was discussed. 

Cllr.Mee declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 13 (Farmers' Markets).

2008/103 Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2008.

Min.No. 2008/096. At end of heading add “Roads Group”. After “interest” in line 4 delete the next sentence “There........constitution” and add “It was agreed there should be no formal Parish Council involvement as the groups have no formal constitution. Tarleton Parish Council does not recognise this group and does not wish to have any formal involvement with them. It was therefore agreed for the Clerk to inform the other Parish Councils of this decision”. Line 5 substitute “therefore” with “also”. With these amendments the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

It was agreed that the next agenda item be brought forward to enable members of the public to participate.

2008/104 Farmers' Markets

Traders voiced their comments, for and against, the continuation of the Farmers' Markets.  Cllr.Kay stated that the Parish Council had facilitated two trial events but the subsequent Farmers' Markets were now being run by Mrs.Wareing who addressed the issue by explaining the meaning of Farmers' Markets and her proposals for the way forward.

Cllr.Hodson, who had requested the agenda item, stated that he was not against Farmers' Markets but there were many issues which needed resolving, including the role of the Parish Council. He was concerned that the Parish Council was entering into commercial activities.

Following an amendment to the original motion by Cllr.Hodson it was agreed that the Parish Council undertakes to enter into negotiation with Acland Bracewell in order to resolve the problems arising from the Farmers' Markets and no decision is taken on future Markets until these negotiations have taken place. 

On a recorded vote Cllrs.Rydings, Barron, Cheetham, Kay, Mrs.Evans, Mrs.Baybutt, and Mrs.Stafford voted in favour of this resolution. Cllrs.Hodson, and Abram abstained. 

2008/105 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting, gave a progress report on work in hand, and highlighted the following matters:-. 

It was noted that an election had been called to fill the vacancy and the District Council would be requested to issue poll cards.

Following the item raised at the last meeting under “urgent business” the Clerk had sought advice on whether this was lawful. It transpired that there is no such agenda item as “urgent business” at Parish Council level and any decision made under this heading is unlawful. Cllr.Mrs.Evans expressed her disappointment at the wording used in the report. The Clerk explained that this was a direct quote.

A further request had been made for an application form for the post of Pavilion Manager. As this was received after the closing date no action was being taken.

All Members were reminded of the need to submit any projects for inclusion in the 2009/10 budget.

2008/106 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

There were no items under this heading.

2008/107 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair gave a verbal report mentioning the various meetings he had attended. 

He had met with residents in Mere Brow regarding the concerns over the planning applications at Leisure Lakes.

A list of day-to-day repairs was handed to the Clerk for action.

On the establishment of a youth group Cllr.Barron suggested that a Steering Group should be set up in order to access funds.

2008/108 Planning.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0920 Retention of stable block and irrigation pond – Two Acres. Higher Lane, Holmes.

2008/0885 Change of use of existing ground floor office to 1 bedroom studio flat – 295 Hesketh Lane.

2008/0881 Roof lift including replacement dormers to front and rear, and formation of balcony to rear – West View, Taylors Meanygate.

2008/1064 Conservatory to rear – 10 Gorse Lane.

2008/1026 Single-storey front/side extension to nursery school to provide staff/disabled wc and store. Erection of covered playspace area at rear. Demolition of garage at side of dwelling and erection of single-storey storage building – 2 Fulwood Avenue.

2008/1054 Certificate of Lawfulness – Use of land for motorised cycle racing with ancillary facilities including permanent building for use as office/reception, temporary buildings used for storage and car park – Leisure Lakes Ltd, the Gravel. The following comment had already been submitted, the wording verified by the Planning Officer: “We believe that for lawfulness to be established the applicant has to prove continuous use of the land for motorised cycle racing for 10 years”. 

Cllr.Hodson stated that he did not wish to be associated with any comments on planning applications regarding Leisure Lakes as this would be inappropriate given the current legal action.

2008/0969 Use of land as football training facility incorporating five junior pitches, four portacabins for use as changing rooms, storage and toilets and car parking area – Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel.

It was agreed that the following issues raised by the Parish Council should be submitted to WLDC:-

Item 3 – Description of the Proposal

This makes no mention that the proposed pitches are for use by juniors. The drawings included clearly state that these are proposed junior pitches.No time usage is stated and lighting would be required if evening sessions were to be held. No application is made for lighting. The land is within the Green Belt and the quality of life of residents could be seriously affected by this proposal. In discussion with local residents there is no evidence that football has been played continuously on this site in the past 30 years. Photographic evidence can be provided to substantiate this. 

Item 8 – Neighbour and Community Consultation

No consultation has taken place with neighbours and community. As one pitch backs on to residential properties we consider this should have taken place.

Item 13 – Assessment of Flood Risk

The applicant states that the site is not within a flood risk area. The applicant also states that the site is not within 20 metres of a watercourse. Mere Brow has been designated as a flood risk area and the training pitches are within 20 metres of a watercourse.

Item 16 – Trees and Hedges

The applicant has answered 'NO' to the question asking if there are trees and hedges in the site and also answered 'NO' to the question asking if there are trees and hedges on land adjacent to the site. The site has numerous trees and hedges surrounding the site. Currently neighbours complain that football matches are being played on this site and the hedges backing on to residential property are used as a toilet. It is noted that changing rooms, including toilets, are proposed by the applicant but it should be noted that they are a considerable distance from the proposed junior match pitch.

General Comment

There are full and comprehensive football training facilities available within the Northern Parishes of Tarleton, North Meols, and Hesketh Bank. A considerable amount of investment has been made in these facilities which are regulated by trained staff and supported by the Football Foundation and this proposal could seriously undermine them.

It was noted that the following decisions had been made on planning applications:-

2008/0677 Part two-storey/part first floor rear extensions. Front porch – Hazel Dene, Green Lane, Mere Brow – pp granted.

2006/1295 Incorporation of land into residential curtilage and retention of wildlife/irrigation pond – Legh House Farm, Southport New Road, Mere Brow – pp refused.

2007/0849 Conversion of barn into two dwellings for use by equestrian workers – Moor Farm, Liverpool Old Road – pp granted.

2008/0475 Retention of use as taxi booking office and 9m high mono pole aerial attached to building – Store 2, rear of 97 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2008/0737 New security lodge and entrance gate. Retention of lay-by – Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel – pp refused. 

2008/0774 Single-storey extensions to side/rear including new external chimney stack – 213 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2008/0779 Conversion of part of existing integral double garage into living accommodation – 17 Glebelands – pp granted.

2008/0793 Retention of front gates and associated fencing – 18 Hesketh Lane – pp refused.

2008/0841 Listed Building Consent – Single-storey rear extension with external flue – 6 Plox Brow – LBC granted.

2008/0845 Conservatory to side elevation – 165 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2008/0890 Single-storey rear extension – 7 Sutton Avenue – pp granted.

2008/0892 Conservatory to rear – 53 Sutton Lane – pp granted.

2008/0916 Display of 2 illuminated fascia signs – 3 Tarleton Office Park, Windgate – pp granted.

2008/0917 Conservatory to side – 2 Howard Drive – pp granted.

The Chair drew Members' attention to planning application 2008/0737, which had been refused.

It was noted that the following enforcement notices had been issued:-

E/2008/0193 Change of use of the residential curtilage/garden to the siting of a mobile catering unit – Moss View, Liverpool Road.

E/2008/0148 Change of use of the land and buildings for the pre-packaging of vegetables and the haulage of farm produce and residential curtilage/garden to use for the operating and storage of a coach and  minibus business – Moss View, Liverpool Road.

E/2008/0252 Use of land for the playing of ball games – Land to the South of The Gravel.

E/2008/0373 Use of land for the playing of ball games by adults and competitions and the spectator activities in connection with this use – Leisure Lakes Ltd.

E/2008/0374 As above.

E/2008/0428 The mixed use of the land for recreational motorised vehicle activities, including bikes and cycles, and for motorised vehicle racing activities, including bikes and cycles.

It was noted that the following planning appeal had been lodged:-

E/2008/0148 Against Enforcement Notice above.

2008/109 Finance

a) Accounts for Payment.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane Electricity (Nov)

    61.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (Nov)

  291.00

2511
R.P.Sears


Salary (November)


  946.86

2512
B.Parkinson


The Cloisters, hedge cutting

    88.13

2513
North Meols P
C.

Photocopying (Aug-Oct)

    46.08

2514
D.Rydings


Petty Cash



    18.11

2515
Tarleton Holy Trinity Church
Graveyard maint 
£750.00






Clock


£100.00
  850.00

2516
R.P.Sears


Postage (Sept-Oct)


    26.19


Nat West


Bank charges (Apr-Sept)

    19.50

The following items of income have been received since the last meeting:-

BACS
West Lancs.D.C.

Concurrent (2nd half)


4356.00

  279
Tarleton Corinthians FC
Reimbursement


  240.00

  280
North Meols P.C.

Stationery



    70.66


Nat West


Interest (Apr-Sept)


  209.25


Nat West


Investment Dividend (Apr-Sept)
    91.21

b)  A statement showing expenditure to the end of October 2008 against the 2008/09 budget was noted.

2008/110 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

Village Maintenance

Cllr.Mee reported that Mere Brow Play Area required upgrading, and a security light

adjacent to the Village Hall Bowling Green could reduce vandalism. Estimated costs

had been submitted to the Finance Group.

Tarleton Newsletter

The Chair confirmed that the next edition of the newsletter should be ready by the end of the year. The Clerk advised that any circulation should be left until after the forthcoming election. 

Finance

The Clerk reported on behalf of the Finance Group on the projected outturn for the current year, and an estimate for 2009/10 based on information received from Members. The projected outturn on expenditure was £74960 against an original estimate of £82780. Estimated expenditure for 2009/10 was £83830. It was agreed that the fencing work around the playing field could be carried out from this year's budget.

2008/111 Carr Lane Plantation

Cllr.Barron reported on the drainage and access to Carr Lane Plantation together with

remedial actions necessary to ensure safe use of this wood by visitors. It was agreed that the Council should determine the hazards and erect appropriate signs. Quotes for cleaning the ditch were being obtained.

2008/112 National Pay Increase

The Clerk was content for this item to be discussed during the meeting but the Chair proposed that it be taken under Part II.

It was agreed that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of this item of business in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that in involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption under Schedule 12A outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information (employment issues). This item therefore appears under Part II.

2008/113 Notification of New Addresses

Notification had been received from West Lancs.District Council that suggested names for the development at the rear of 161 Hesketh Lane were High Gate, Steam Road, and Blacksmith Drive. It was agreed that the Parish Council's preferred option was High Gate.

2008/114 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the October meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2008/115 Councillors' reports and items for future agenda.

Cllr.Mrs.Stafford reported that a section of paving in Mark Square needs power washing to prevent any accidents.

Cllr.Mee reported that the tree-lined grass verge on the entrance to the playing fields was being churned up by cars continually crossing especially during bad weather He suggested this could be remedied by marking off with large white stones or a low fence.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans suggested an agenda item to discuss alcohol drinking in the streets, and the noise created by smokers and drinkers outside public houses.

2008/116 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th December 2008 commencing at 7.30 pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road.

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

PART II

2008/117

The National Pay Increase for the Clerk in accordance with the published interim pay scales recently announced in line with the Clerk's Contract of Employment with this Parish Council was confirmed.

On a separate issue the Chair had received requests from Members for an explanation of the wording in the Clerk's Contract of Employment under Paragraph 6.2 regarding annual increments. This was explained and clarified. 

  

