Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 17th September 2007

At 7.30pm at the Sports and Resource Centre,

Carr Lane, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair) 
Cllr.Miss Ashcroft 
Cllr.Barron 
Cllr.Mrs Baybutt 
Cllr.Cheetham 
Cllr.Hodson 
Cllr.Kay 
Cllr.Mee.
Mr B. Howard, Acting Clerk of the Council.

Members of the public:  8
Police Report and Public Participation.

PC Corrigan was present accompanied by the PCSO.

He indicated that he had been out and about in the larger area and therefore, his presence locally was not as evident. He distributed a report, summarised as follows: -

Most of the ASB seem to be centred around Carr Lane and Mark Square, the latter having two incidents of damage reported. There was a spate of damage at Tarleton High School, research identified the youths concerned and tickets were issued. Since then, there has not been a repeat incident.

A member of the public asked how many push bikes had been stolen – in reply PC Corrigan said that about 4 or 5.

PC Corrigan and the PCSO were thanked for their attendance.

The public raised no questions for the Parish Council to answer.

The Parish Council Meeting was convened at 7.45pm.

2007/071 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Abram and Cllr.Mrs Evans who were attending another meeting elsewhere, and Rod Sears (Clerk) on annual leave.
2007/072 Declaration of Interests.
a) The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date.

b) Cllr.Mee declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7a, Planning Application 2007/0976. 
2007/073 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2007.

The Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record subject to the following amendment:-

2007/059 Tarleton High School Sports Hall.

The final sentence to read: -“It was suggested that an urgent extraordinary meeting of the Community Users Group be arranged and if this was not possible, to be discussed at the next scheduled meeting.”

2007/074 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Barron for arranging a grant of £800 from Lancashire County Council towards the cost of the provision of the CCTV.

2007/075 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
There were no urgent decisions reported.

2007/076 Chairman’s Report.
The Report was noted.

This led to a discussion on whether there was a need to present a Chairman’s Report at Parish Council Meetings, as many of the issues are agenda items. However, it was agreed that the Report was useful and its production is the prerogative of the Chairman.

The provision of CCTV was also the subject of discussion. It was confirmed that the CCTV is operational but it was recognised that, at present, any captured images could not be used. It was acknowledged that other processes are now necessary including the production of a Parish Council Policy, erection of signage, training and submission to the Information Commission.

2007/077 Planning.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
 There were no comments to make on the following applications: -


2007/0823 Single storey rear extension - 14 Oaklands Avenue. 
2007/0849 Change of use of barns into two dwellings - Moor Farm, Liverpool Old Road.
 

2007/0853 Replacement detached garage/recreation room to rear - Arleen, Gorse Lane.

 2007/0862 Erection of electricity sub-station - Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel.

2007/0865 Two-storey side extension linking dwelling to existing outhouse and alteration to and conversion of outhouse to living accommodation. Two-storey front extension and canopy above existing front porch.  Single-storey extension - Sherwood, 101, The Marshes Lane.                      

2007/0888 Outline, agricultural worker’s dwelling - Land rear of Inglewood, Mere Lane, Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood.

2007/0923 Dormer extension to front and rear - 11, Merlecrest Drive.

2007/0936 Siting of portable building to be used for storage and children’s play area (continuation of temporary permission 2006/0648) - 78, Hesketh Lane. 

2007/0957 Two storey extension to side, front porch, replacement detached double garage - Kelbrook, The Marshes Lane.

2007/0958 Single storey rear extension - 262, Blackgate Lane.

2007/0972 Single storey rear extension and front porch - 8, Bannistre Court.

2007/0976 Erection of replacement two storey dwelling with integral double garage - 116, Hesketh Lane.

2007/1005 Change of use, existing general storage building to a manufacturing workshop, factory showroom and office/store for fireplace products including the erection of flue terminals. Provision of new vehicular access off existing driveway with vehicle turning area and parking - 157, Southport New Road.

2007/1014 First floor extension to front and rear, balcony over existing single storey rear extension - Westview, Taylors, Meanygate.

2007/1068 Partial reorganisation of existing Caravan Park to allow an increased number of static caravans -  Riverside Caravan Park, Southport New Road.

2007/1071 Rebuild existing side annex, extension and conversion of existing carport to garage, conversion of existing garage to habitable room and addition of first floor extension - Hollydene, 415, Blackgate Lane.

2007/1091 Siting of log cabin for occupation by seasonal agricultural workers - Netholme Farm, Park Lane.
  b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.

2007/0460 Demolition of existing detached outbuilding and erection of single-storey rear extension. New chimney stack to front - 52 Church Road – pp granted. 

2007/0461 Listed building consent – Demolition of existing detached outbuilding and erection of single-storey rear extension. New chimney stack to front. Replace all existing windows, front door, insertion of two new windows, two conservation roof lights and internal alterations – 52 Church Road – Listed building consent granted. 

2007/0470 Erection of replacement dwelling house - Riverview Nurseries, Firbank Avenue – pp granted. 

2007/0548 Permitted development – prior notification. Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for Details – irrigation pond. Land rear of Inglewood, Mere Lane, Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood.

2007/0560 Part two storey/part first floor side extension - 1, River View – pp granted.

2007/0474 Display of non-illuminated board on side elevation – 87 Church Road – advertisement consent granted. 

2007/0551 Conversion of existing garage to habitable room; conservatory to rear – Millfield, The Beeches – pp granted. 

2007/0610 Single-storey rear extension- 86 Carr Lane- pp granted.

2007/0615 Single-storey side extension – The Winning Post, 58 Fermor Road – pp granted. 

2007/0637 First floor extension and conservatory to rear – 44 Fermor Road – pp granted. 

2007/0645 Replacement dwelling – 138 Southport New Road – pp granted.

2007/0646 Conservatory at rear – 2 The Mews, Carr Lane – pp refused.

2007/0647 First floor side extension; single-storey rear extensions – 25 Hillside – pp granted. 

2007/0668 Single-storey rear extension; front bay window and canopy – Castalea, Sutton Lane – pp granted. 
2007/0685 Conservatory to first floor rear elevation- 1 Moss Side Cottages, Moss Side Lane – pp refused. 

2007/0686 Conversion of existing integral garage to living accommodation and new bay windows to ground floor rear elevation – 81 River View. – pp granted. 

2007/0714 Replacement detached garage – 52 Hesketh Lane – pp granted.

2007/0768 Conservatory to side – Legh House Farm, Southport New Road – pp granted. 

2007/0779 Two-storey rear extension – Asland Cottage, 11 Coe Lane – pp granted. 

2007/0809 First floor rear extension; single-storey side extension – 224 Blackgate Lane – pp granted. 
c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

2007/0678 Single-storey front and rear extensions – 3 Bannistre Court – recommendation granted. 
d) Other Planning Matters

Appeals decided.

2005/0986 Continuation of use of premises as/for haulage business/stone merchant – 117 Southport New Road – Dismissed.

2006/0036 Use of the lakes and land as a commercial fishery - Bannister House Farm, The Marshes Lane, Mere Brow - Allowed.

2004/1413 Dual use for existing irrigation lake to be used as fishery, proposed W.C. block and existing hard standing to be used as car park - Bannister House Farm, The Marshes Lane, Mere Brow - Allowed.

2006/1149 Incorporation of land into residential curtilage, re-positioning and extension of existing boundary railings and gates – Bakery Cottage, 5 Gorse Lane – Dismissed. 
Application for Heavy Goods Vehicle Operators’ Licence
Boxes and Packaging, Gorse Lane. There were no objections to this application. 
e) Delegation of Weekly Planning Applications.

It was agreed to delegate the weekly planning applications to Cllr. Cheetham in order for him to bring observations back to the Council. This to be done in conjunction with a Ward Councillor.  It was agreed to examine this process in due course to establish whether any refinement would be beneficial.

2007/078 LAPTC Annual General Meeting.
Resolution from Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council regarding moss roads.

It was agreed to support the Resolution.
New Constitution.
The Chairman had made a detailed comparison between the present and the proposed new Constitution. He expressed considerable concern over the document, the main issues being that the new Constitution arrived with no covering explanatory letter, was not endorsed Draft and provided no explanation for the considerable number of changes.

In response, Cllr. Hodson accepted that the document should have been endorsed Draft. He indicated that the need for a new Constitution was debated at the LAPTC 
AGM in 2006 at which it was agreed to set up a Working Group to progress the changes necessary to reflect the driving force of the Local Government and Public Health Bill. In any case, the subject will be discussed at the LAPTC AGM in November.


 It was agreed that LAPTC be advised of our misgivings of the new Constitution and wish to place the following proposition on the Agenda: -

 “The Parish Council of Tarleton require the Executive Committee of the Lancashire Association of Parish and Town Councils (LAPTC) to refer the proposed draft revised Constitution to a dedicated committee within LAPTC who must consult as widely as possible with member Parish and Town Councils within a 3 month period. Upon completion of this consultation, to redraft the said Constitution and request the Executive of LAPTC to call an EGM of members with that being the only item on the Agenda.”

Resolution from Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council regarding LAPTC accounts.
It was accepted that the Treasurer would provide a more detailed explanation at the November AGM. However, it was agreed to support the Resolution, as this would ensure debate.

2007/079 Moss Roads.
It was agreed that Cllr. Rydings and Cllr. Barron be members of a Working Group consisting of two members of each Parish Council, Hesketh-with-Becconsall, North Meols and Tarleton to pursue the issue regarding the deplorable state of repair of many of the moss roads.

 2007/080 Parish Council Representatives on Outside Bodies.
A written Notice of Proposal was delivered to Councillors at the Meeting. This was proposed by Cllr.Barron and seconded by Cllr.Kay. “That this Parish Council had no longer any confidence in Councillor Hodson’s ability to represent the Parish Council on any Outside Body.” An amendment was also tabled by Councillor Kay and seconded by Councillor Barron “That Councillor Hodson be removed from representing Tarleton Parish Council on any outside body” 

The proposer and the seconder expanded upon the proposal and amendment.

Cllr. Hodson responded and refuted many of the allegations made.
In accordance with Standing Order 32 it was agreed to reverse a previous decision of the Council by a special resolution bearing the names of 6 members of the Council. 
The amendment was voted on and carried. The proposal was carried and it was agreed to write to the LAPTC Area Committee advising them of the decision made.
2007/081 Standing Orders, Periodic Review.
Cllr. Hodson made the following proposal: -

“That Tarleton Parish Council do adopt the Model Code of Conduct as laid out in Statutory Instrument 2007/1159 with regard to the revised code Sec 5 LGA 2000, specifically including paragraph 12 (2) and excluding paragraph 7, incorporating the Code and relevant changes into the Standing Orders of Tarleton Parish Council.”

The Standing Orders incorporating the changes contained in the Model Code of Conduct was noted but the proposal was not carried.

2007/082 Unauthorised Correspondence.
Cllr. Hodson made the following proposal: -

“That individual members and Tarleton Parish Council do comply with Standing Orders as per Para.5. PROPER OFFICER with specific reference to NALC/SLCC guidance Conditions of Service for Clerks of Local Councils.”

This proposal relates to correspondence passed between two Councillors regarding the list of key-holders for the Sports Pavilion, the view being taken that the Clerk had not been involved.

This was not the case and the proposal was not carried.          

2007/083 Unauthorised Expenditure.
Cllr. Hodson made the following proposal: -

“That individual members and Tarleton Parish Council do comply with the adopted Financial Regulations and the law and do not action unauthorised expenditure either as individuals or as a Council.” The expenditure in respect of the urgent changing of one door lock in the Sports Pavilion was agreed by the Chairman in consultation with Cllr.Barron, Cllr.Mrs.Evans, Cllr.Kay and the Clerk and was authorised in accordance with Financial Regulations.

The proposal was not carried.   
Cllr.Kay requested a copy of the last six years’ accounts.
 2007/084 Drainage/Sewage Problems – Top Section of Sutton Avenue.
The occupant of 33, Sutton Avenue has complained that he experiences flooding when heavy rain occurs and suggests that the Parish Council write to United Utilities on his behalf.

It was agreed that the resident be asked to liaise with the Clerk direct.

 2007/085 Carr Lane Pavilion Manager.
Two volunteers had agreed to carry out the Caretaker role unpaid until a proper Caretaker was found. The job specification was satisfactory and will be discussed further with the volunteers.

The Council was advised that there is someone interested in taking on the Caretaker role but, in the meantime, the volunteers will carry out the agreed duties.

In discussion, it was revealed that there was a problem with the shower heads and it was agreed they must be checked urgently. In order to protect the public from possible health hazards and the Council from liability, it was agreed that any expenditure required to remedy the situation could be incurred.
 2007/086 Carr Lane, Key holders.
The list of key holders was agreed but with the addition of Cllr. Miss Ashcroft and Cllr. Hodson for both Master and Office keys. The use of the appropriate signature form was agreed.
 2007/087 Parish Council Asset Register.
It was agreed that Cllr. Rydings, Cllr. Ashcroft and the Clerk form a Working Group to review the Asset Register.
 2007/088 Lancashire County Council Parish Charter.
The Chairman attended the Conference held on 15th September 2007 and a copy of his Report was distributed to Councillors.

It was agreed to accept the Work in Progress document.
 2007/089 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the July 2007 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 
2007/090 Carr Lane – Lease of sports pitches.
The action taken by Cllr. Kay was noted. It was confirmed that the pavilion had been extended and the whole pavilion should be included in the lease, and part of the land shown on the plan was already registered with adjoining land and the Council did not wish to apply for rectification at this stage. 
2007/091 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agendas.
A report was received from Cllr.Mrs Baybutt regarding the location of the ‘Sollom’ sign. There was no requirement for a sign from the Rufford direction. 
2007/092 Parish Council Working Groups.
Verbal reports were given on: -   Parish Maintenance including matting for the Play Area, and public footpaths.
2007/093 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
Due to time constraints, no reports were provided.
2007/094 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £

DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane.



  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C. 

Rates – Carr Lane (August).

280.00

2338
NALC



Seminar



  82.25

2339
Lancs County Training Part.. Seminar



  20.00

2340
R.P. Sears.


Salary (August).


565.43

2341
D. Rydings.


Travel Expenses.


  98.00

2342
Lancs County Training Part.  Training Session.


190.00

2343
Norwich Union Bonus.
Over 60s Public Liability.

108.74

2344
Chubb Fire.


Equipment Servicing.


  70.03

2345
LAPTC


Conference Fee.

  
  72.00

2346
B. Parkinson.


Remove top of bush.


  99.88

2347
Mark A. Johnson.

Perimeter boundary.

          6227.50

2348
Mark A. Johnson.

Racking for store.


293.75

2349
South Ribble Glass.

Replacement windows.

423.07

2350
Staples.


Stationery.



156.96

2351
Broxap.


Bollards/brushes.

          1140.93*

2352
W.L.D.C.


Parish Council Elections.
          2692.45
The above accounts have already been paid, approved by the Vice-Chairman.
 DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane (September)

  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (September).
280.00

2353
R.P. Sears.


Salary (September).


565.43

2354
R.P. Sears.

            Clerk’s Allowance (July – Sept)
  90.00

2355
Inland Revenue.

Nat.Ins/Income Tax (July – Sept)
750.81

2356
R.P. Sears.


Postage (July – August).

  27.46

2357
Broxap



Litter Bins



802.53 *

2358
Cllr. Ashcroft/Makro.

Sundries – Carr Lane.


  47.42

2359
United Utilities Water plc.
Water service charge – Carr Lane.
  99.57

2360
Yates Playgrounds.

New swings – Carr Lane.
          1487.55

2361
Master Lock & Safe.

Attend to locks in Pavilion.

118.93

2362
Hytek Alarms.


CCTV – Carr Lane.

          2500.00

2363
Staples



Stationery



  29.79

* Previous cheque (2324) for £1943.46 has now been cancelled.


 The following items of income had been received since the last meeting: -

 259
North Meols P.C.

Stationery.



114.07

 260
L.C.C.



Grant – CCTV.


800.00

 261
Tarleton Corinthians FC
Rent




750.00

b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of August 2007 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
c) 2006/07 Audit, Internal Auditor.
It was noted that the internal auditor’s report had been completed satisfactorily. It was agreed that Alan Dyson be thanked for his work and a donation be made to Sightsavers International in lieu of a payment.   

 d) 2006/07 Audit, External Auditor.
 The correspondence from the external auditor and the Council’s response were noted.   
 2007/095 Date of next Meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 15th October 2007 at the Over 60’s Club commencing at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 10.24 pm.
