Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 19th November 2007

At 7.30pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair)


Cllr.Abram

Cllr.Barron 
Cllr.Mrs Baybutt 
Cllr.Cheetham
Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Mrs.Hunter 
Cllr.Kay 
Clr.Hodson

Cllr.Mee
Members of the public:  10
Police Report 
There was no representative of the Police present at the meeting. 
2007/116 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Miss Ashcroft (sick). 
2007/117 Declaration of Interests.
The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date.
There were no declarations of interest.
The Clerk reminded all Members of the Annual Seminar/Workshop on the Code of Conduct taking place on 29 November at Edge Hill University, and that their replies should by now have been returned.  
2007/118 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th October 2007.

The Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/119 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 
He had also received a request from Tarleton High School to place a display stand in the Pavilion advertising the sports hall, swimming pool, and IT rooms, leading up to 17 December and for a further period in the New Year.  This had previously been agreed in principle with Cllr.Hodson and the Chair agreed to liaise with Steve James on this matter. 
2007/120 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
The notice board on the toilet wall had been vandalised over the week-end and had been removed as a safety measure. An item to be placed on the next agenda for a replacement. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7.40 pm for public participation.

Public Participation

Karen Walton had brought to the meeting a copy of a letter to Lancashire County Council regarding a near fatal collision at the junction of Gorse Lane/Taylor’s Meanygate, listing the various reasons why Gorse Lane is a death trap, and suggesting remedies to improve the situation. There had been a similar letter from Mr.Palmer of Gorse Lane referring to the 60 mph speed limit along this road. 

Cllr.Barron stated that all such roads were classed as ‘C’ roads as they led to nowhere, which meant that little funding was available, and although the Police Liaison Committee were looking at reducing the speed limit there were many non-reported accidents. Cllr.Mrs.Evans supported what Cllr.Barron had stated.

Cllr.Hodson suggested that the ‘Give Way’ sign on Taylor’s Meanygate could be repositioned and tarmac rumble strips laid.

The Chair informed the public that a resolution had been carried at the LAPTC AGM to improve funding for the moss roads within the Northern Parishes, and indeed throughout Lancashire. He undertook to visit the owner of the property at this junction regarding the overgrown hedge, which was a contributory factor to these accidents. 

Cllr.Barron urged the County Council to carry out a traffic management survey along Gorse Lane, with a possible site meeting with their officers. 

It was agreed that the Council would write to Lancashire County Council with these suggestions and support the letters written by Karen Walton and Mr.Palmer. 

Mr.Cheetham raised the question of line markings in Hesketh Lane. The Chair stated that there was an item later in the agenda covering this. 

Mr.Cheetham asked if a loop system could be provided at meetings for those with a hearing disability. 

Cllr.Barron was asked to repeat the derogatory comments made against Cllr.Hodson in his absence at the last meeting. Cllr.Barron repeated his allegations, read from the minutes, adding that he had been threatened with legal proceedings by Cllr.Hodson.

Cllr.Hodson requested that he be allowed to answer these allegations and his written response be recorded as follows:-
“I wish to place on record that I strongly refute the allegations made by Cllr.Barron, in my absence, during Public Participation at the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held in October 2007.

Firstly, I challenge the claim that I am or ever have been a disruptive influence on the Council. I further rebut the accusation that I seek to undermine the Chairman and I also question the statement that I alone should be singled out as being responsible for controlling members of the public during meetings. 

It is not and never has been my intention or style to ‘disrupt’ meetings. Cllr.Barron may seek to present a certain picture within the minutes but his allegation bears no comparison with actual events. Robust debate is one matter, disruption is quite another and to try to skew one into the other is unacceptable. My questions on Points of Order are fully compatible with Standing Orders and always have a basis in fact. 

I expressed concern at the AGM of Tarleton Parish Council when a new and previously inexperienced Councillor was appointed to the position of Chairman. Events at and between Council meetings have only borne out those concerns.

The passing of the Resolution on ‘Representation on Outside Bodies’ was and is procedurally incorrect and the manner in which the meeting was conducted fell far short of the required standard. In theory the Council can pass whatever resolutions it wants but in practice what this Council must understand is that it has a requirement to operate within the law. It cannot place itself above Statute Law. To disagree with the majority is not ‘disruption’, it is democracy and I am fully within my rights to express my views in a democratic way. These rights I will defend to the full extent of the law”. 

The Chair stated that he was not allowing any more debate between Cllrs.Barron and Hodson. 
The meeting was reconvened at 8.10 pm.
2007/121 Chairman’s Report.
The Chair gave a verbal report, which was noted. He reported that he had raised the issue of the moss roads at LAPTC and through the press. Items regarding the car park and the Newsletter would be on the next agenda. The assets register was being prepared in conjunction with the Clerk and needed to be finalised prior to the next meeting. 

Since the last meeting he had attended the Sports Committee, Lancashire Local, Local Strategic Partnership, LAPTC Conference. He would be unable to attend the Code of Conduct Seminar as he was attending an LCC reception on the same evening. 

He urged Members to come up with practical ideas for next year’s budget.
2007/122 Planning.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/1011 Provision of exercise paddock – Land adjoining Wayside, Gorse Lane.

2007/1208 Two-storey side extension – 3 Meolsgate Avenue.

2007/1269 Two-storey side extension. Hipped roof above existing front bay window – Glenwood, 89 The Marshes Lane.

2007/0804 Retention of gate to rear of existing car port – 47 Church Road. 

2007/1165 Replacement storage building and erection of detached double domestic garage – Greenacres Farm, Hunters Lane. 

2007/1271 Replace existing porch to side elevation with a conservatory – 212 Carr Lane. 

2007/1253 Two-storey rear extension - Hornby’s Farm, Gorse Lane. 

2007/1268 Alterations to existing storeroom to form a conservatory – 139 Blackgate Lane.

2007/1317 Two-storey rear extension – 14 River View. 

2007/1334 Part two-storey/part first floor extension to side/rear. Canopy above existing front entrance – 18 Oaklands Avenue. 

2007/1336 Dormer extension to side – 23 Moss Lea. 

2007/1148 Replacement dwelling and detached garage – Ashcroft Farm, Park Lane. 

Comments had already been submitted on this application: The Council is of the opinion that the existing building should be retained and restored rather than erect a replacement dwelling. This application should be considered by the Planning Committee incorporating a site visit. 

More details were required on the following applications before making any comment:-
2007/1193 Use of buildings as storage units – Land to the rear of 93 Blackgate Lane.

2007/1198 Retention of use of building for storage of painting/decorating equipment – Land to the rear of 93 Blackgate Lane. 
2007/1303 Replacement dwelling – Brookland, 389 Blackgate Lane. 

 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.
2007/0865 Part two-storey/part single-storey side extension. Two-storey front extension and canopy above existing front porch. Single-storey rear extension – Sherwood, 101 The Marshes Lane – pp granted. 

2007/0923 Dormer extensions to front and rear – 11 Merlecrest Drive – pp granted. 

2007/0976 Erection of replacement two-storey dwelling with integral double garage – 116 Hesketh Lane – pp granted. 

2007/0990 Display of illuminated fascia sign on front elevation – 81 Church Road – advertisement consent granted. 

2007/1005 Change of use of existing general storage building to a manufacturing workshop, factory showroom, and office/store for fireplace products including the erection of flue terminals. Provision of new vehicular access off existing driveway with vehicle turning area and parking – 157 Southport New Road- pp granted. 

2007/1014 First floor extensions to front and rear; balcony above existing single-storey rear extension – West View, Taylor’s Meanygate – pp refused. 

2007/1071 Rebuild existing side annex; extensions and conversion of existing carport to garage; conversion of existing garage to habitable room and addition of first floor extension – Hollydene, 415 Blackgate Lane – pp refused. 

2007/1116 Retention of use of premises (including previously approved extensions) for office purposes (Renewal of pp 2005/0726) – Barron Wood Distribution Ltd, The Logistics Centre, 12 Church Road – pp granted.

c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

There were no items under this heading.

d) Other Planning Matters

Cllr.Mrs.Evans raised concerns regarding an application for affordable homes in Boundary Lane referring to comments which had been made outside the meeting.

The Chair stated that this application was for a development in Hesketh Bank and had not been discussed within a previous meeting.

2007/123 Parish Council Notice Boards

It was agreed to purchase a replacement notice-board at Holmes, provided for in the budget. This would be a similar design to the one at Mere Brow. Cllrs.Mrs.Evans and Mrs.Hunter to agree on a suitable location. The Clerk was asked to obtain a price for replacing the notice board in Church Road (by toilets).
2007/124 Bus Shelters

Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported that there was a need for a bus shelter on Windgate opposite the Police House. This was agreed in principle and would be considered when preparing the budget. Cllr.Barron undertook to ascertain whether any funding was available through Lancashire Local. 

2007/125 Carr Lane CCTV

It was agreed that a CCTV Policy and Code of Practice as circulated be adopted by the Council and reviewed annually. These documents to be signed by all Members. 
It was also agreed that two signs be purchased for display, one on each end of the Pavilion notifying the public that CCTV cameras are in operation. The Chair informed Members that as the cameras were fixed there was no requirement to be registered under the Data Protection Act. 
2007/126  Parish Council Website

The Chair reported on details of a free 12-month website the Council had won at the LAPTC Conference with NetSolva. After the initial period there would be a usage charge of £45 per month. This could be recouped by advertisements placed by local businesses. The advantage was that the Council would have total control over the contents of their website. 

There remained the option of linking in to the District Council website but more information was needed prior to any decision being taken. The item was temporarily deferred. 

2007/127 Proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Hesketh Lane.

Notification had been received from Lancashire County Council that at the last Police liaison meeting it had been agreed to introduce waiting restrictions on part of Hesketh Lane. Discussions had taken place with West Lancashire District Council and Lancashire Constabulary regarding concerns over the obstruction of and delay to emergency services caused by parked vehicles. 

Cllr.Cheetham was asked whether he should declare any interest in this item.
The meeting was adjourned at 8.50 pm to allow members of the public to participate in the debate.

The general feeling of the public was that waiting restrictions would make Hesketh Lane into a race-track, and that the problem would only be moved somewhere else. 

The meeting was reconvened at 9.05 pm.

Members were concerned that waiting restrictions would only increase the speed of traffic. More attention should be paid to cars parking on the footway, with the police being stricter with offenders. 

After debating the issue it was proposed by Cllr.Hodson and seconded by Cllr.Abram to object to this proposal and to allow for further consultation before any scheme is implemented.  This motion was agreed. Cllr.Mrs.Evans commented that she knew nothing about any discussions with the District Council. 
2007/128 Gorse Lane Speed Limits

Correspondence had been received from Mr.Palmer of Gorse Lane regarding the speed at which traffic is allowed to travel down Gorse Lane. 

It was agreed that the Council would support Mr.Palmer’s letter and it be included along with the other correspondence referred to under Public Participation. 
2007/129 Consultation Documents (Local Development Framework)

The Clerk reported that the following documents had been received:-

West Lancashire – Housing/Employment Studies, and West Lancs.Design Guide.

Chorley Council – Sustainable Resources Submission Development Plan Document.

Central Lancashire – Core Strategy – Second Issues and Options. 
Cllr.Hodson stated that the Chorley document was more accessible and responsive but the Council should exercise a degree of caution before responding. It was agreed therefore to submit no comments at the present time. Cllrs.Kay and Mrs.Evans would report back after discussions at District Council level. 
2007/130 Maintenance of Grounds Contracts

The Clerk reported that the current contracts were due to expire on 31 March 2008 and the process for advertising and awarding of contacts needed to commence now. By commencing now it was envisaged that the tenders would be returned in time for the budget meeting in January. 

It was agreed that there would be three separate contracts running for an initial period of two years with an option for the Council to extend them further where appropriate. The Clerk to seek advice from WLDC on the period of extension. The notice of expressions of interest to be advertised on the local notice boards.

2007/131 Review of Council’s Insurance Policy

It was agreed that the Council’s insurance policy be renewed in the current format. It was noted that the request to include the CCTV equipment on the policy had not yet been included, and a response was awaited regarding the cost of raising the fidelity guarantee to £50,000.

2007/132 Mark Square – Christmas Tree

A letter had been received from the Douglas Cardiac Trust regarding the Christmas tree in Mark Square. It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to support the Trust by including the indemnity required by Tarleton Estates Ltd on the Council’s insurance policy. 

2007/133 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the October 2007 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 

2007/134 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
The Chair requested the following items for future agenda:- Pavilion management, Review of Standing Orders, Car Park refurbishment, Assets Register, Budget submissions 2008/09.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt raised concerns on traffic leaving the Woodlands Caravan site on The Marshes Lane, Mere Brow. She requested traffic signs in both directions to warn traffic that vehicles are entering and exiting the site. 
2007/135 Parish Council Working Groups.
Parish Maintenance
The placing of an order for more bark was deferred until further safety advice had been sought. There were concerns that whilst the laying of bark provided a safety surface it could also lead to other hidden problems. The Chair to report back after meeting with Matta Products. 
2007/136 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
a) Sports Committee

The Chair had attended the last meeting and reported back. It was agreed that quotes be obtained for a monthly clean of the Pavilion. It was mentioned that Cllr.Miss Ashcroft may have some already.

A debate followed on the quotes for felling conifers adjacent to the Rugby Club. The Rugby Club were unaware of this proposal and were not in favour. Cllr.Hodson stated that although the fence was on our side of the trees, the trees were in fact the Council’s. It may be an option to fell each alternate tree or lop the tops of all the trees. The item was deferred for more clarification when Cllr.Miss Ashcroft was present.

      b) Mere Brow Village Hall
Cllr.Mrs.Hunter reported that trees had been planted around the car park.
c) Road Issues Focus Group
Cllr.Mee was due to attend the next meeting. 

d) Village Plan
Cllr.Hodson reported that the Council was awaiting Statutory Guidance on the Local Government and Public Health Bill. 

      e)  Tarleton High School Community Users
Cllr.Cheetham reported that there had been no further meetings. 

e) LAPTC
The Chair reported on the proceedings of the LAPTC AGM. The proposed draft constitution was discussed and carried although there was much confusion and many were unclear whether it had been accepted or not. The budget for 2008/09, handed to delegates on arrival, was accepted. 

The Chair expressed concerns regarding the running of the meting and the role of the Chair (LAPTC). His chairmanship left a lot to be desired. 

Following the meeting letters had been sent by himself, North Meols PC and Hesketh-with-Becconsall PC regarding the general conduct of the meeting. The first Executive meeting was due to be held on 1st December. 

2007/137 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £


DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane (November)

  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (November).
280.00

2374
R.P. Sears.


Salary (November).


565.43
2375
Brian Parkinson

Pavilion repairs


235.00

2376
R.P.Sears


Postage (Sept/Oct)


  24.76

2377
Tarleton Est.Ltd

Land rental



195.00

2378
Staples



Stationery



135.31

2379
Zurich Insurance Co.

Insurance premium

          2642.94


Nat West


Bank charges (Apr-Sept)

  19.50

The following items of income had been received since the last meeting: -










   £

  264
WLDC



Concurrent (2nd half)

          4186.08


Nat West


Investment Dividend (Apr-Sept)
  98.47


Nat West


Bank Interest (Apr-Sept)

  66.43
b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of October 2007 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
c) A verbal request had been received from Tarleton Brass Band to reduce their charges for last year due to lack of heating on various occasions. It was agreed that charges would remain as listed, but any reduction would be considered when reviewing the charges for the current year. 

d) A reply had been received from the auditors regarding the additional charge levied for missing information. The Clerk explained that the Council is asked not to send information that is not specifically asked for and the queries regarding the loans have been explained in previous years. It was agreed that as a matter of principle a further letter be sent to the auditors. 

2007/138 Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 17th December 2007 at the Over 60’s Club commencing at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 10 pm.

  

