Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 20th April 2009

At 7.30 pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllrs.Rydings (Chair), Barron, Mrs.Baybutt, Cheetham, 



Mrs.Evans, Kay, Mrs.Hunter, Mee, Ms.Slater, Mrs.Stafford.
 

Members of the public: 7 plus PCSO Dee Owen 

Police Report

PCSO Dee Owen was welcomed to her first meeting and answered questions from  members of the public including youths congregating in Mark Square, traffic problems encountered in Carr Lane due to sporting activities, and vehicle thefts.

It was suggested that Acland Bracewell be approached to provide CCTV and security lighting in Mark Square. Cllr.Mrs.Evans suggested that Church Road should be included in any CCTV operations. 

Public Participation

Items raised by members of the public included the Carr Lane traffic problems as mentioned in the Police Report, (this was due to be discussed as an agenda item),the state of the footpath by the Rugby Club, Google Street Watch (to be included as a future agenda item), and absent Members.

The meeting commenced at 8 pm

2008/205 Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllrs.Abram (family bereavement) and Hodson (sickness). The reasons for absence were accepted by the Council. 

Cllr.Barron proposed that  acceptance of reasons for absence should be left until a Member had been absent for six months but there was no seconder.

2008/206 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllr.Mee declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No. 7 – Planning Application 2009/0156.

Cllr.Cheetham declared a personal and prejudicial interest under Paragraph 4 in Agenda Item No.16 – Hesketh Lane Traffic Issues. 

2008/207 Minutes of the  Parish Council Meetings held on 16th March and 23rd March 2009.

The minutes of both meetings were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2008/208 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting and reported verbally on the LCC Parish Clerks' Network meeting.

He explained why the extraordinary meeting called by the Chair had not taken place due to the required notice not being given. The Chair stated that the meeting had taken place and as this was a private meeting for Councillors only there was no requirement to advertise it. The matters to be discussed were the recent gas bill, the contract of employment for the new Clerk, mentoring expenditure for the new Clerk, and whether the accounts should be independently audited. These items were considered to be of a confidential nature. It was agreed unanimously by all Members present that the action taken by the Chair was correct.

Orders had been sent to Hytek Alarms to investigate a fault on the alarm system, and to Chubb Fire Ltd, to service the fire extinguishers.

2008/209 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

There were no items under this heading.

2008/210 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair reported verbally on meetings and events he had attended.

He distributed minutes of an extraordinary meeting of Councillors held on 14 April. At this informal meeting the following items were agreed:-

A Contract of Employment for the new Clerk.

A mentoring programme for the new Clerk, mindful of  his inexperience, at a cost of £300.

An independent audit of the accounts.

A discussion with K.Warering, who had installed the heating system, to answer technical questions on the heating system and why the gas bill was so high.

It was agreed that the following item be brought forward on the agenda to allow members of the public to participate. Standing Orders were therefore suspended. 

2008/211 Tarleton Rugby Club

The Chair reported on problems encountered by residents by visitors to the Rugby Club parking on Carr Lane on Sunday 5th April. All surrounding roads had been blocked and emergency services would not have been able to gain access if needed. It was agreed to write to the Rugby Club expressing the Council's concerns and suggest they ensure adequate parking arrangements are in place when they expect a large influx of visitors.

It was noted that there had also been a letter of complaint from a resident of Carr Lane on the same subject. The Chair had taken it upon himself to reply direct to the author stating that he would do everything to ensure that there is no repetition of this problem.

2008/212 Planning.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2009/0156 Retention of non-illuminated sign – 93A Church Road.

2009/0241 Variation of conditions imposed on 89/0763, 90/0595, and 2007/0026 to allow occupation of holiday caravans from 14 February to 31 January each year – Riverside Caravan Park, Southport New Road.

2009/0247 Display of one illuminated and one non-illuminated fascia sign – 1C Tarleton Office Park, Windgate.

2009/0273 Display of illuminated fascia sign, double-sided projecting sign and window graphics – Nevins Ltd, 71 Church Road.

2008/1304 Retention of three illuminated fascia signs – 1B Tarleton Office Park, Windgate.

2009/0226 Rear conservatory and front porch – 2 Napier Avenue.

2009/0279 Conversion of existing garage to living accommodation and store. New front bay window – 7 Heritage Way.

2009/0298 Alterations to existing outdoor play area including provision of associated play equipment and covered play area – Hesketh Lane pre-school.

2009/0325 Retention of vehicle turning area – Leisure Lakes, The Gravel.

Application No.2009/0241. It was noted that this application was being considered by the Planning Committee on 23 April with a recommendation that it be refused. An invitation to speak at the meeting had not been taken up.

Decisions on planning applications:-

2009/0086 Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension (amendment to pp 2008/0122) – 38A Fermor Road – pp granted.

2008/213 Finance

a) Accounts for Payment.











       £

2572
F.Gittins *

Petty cash




    48.95

2573
Inland Revenue *
Income Tax (Pavilion Manager)

  124.80

It was noted that the above accounts had been paid since the last meeting and these were approved.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
NetSolva


Website



    45.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates, Carr Lane (April)

  301.50

DD
E-ON



Electricity, Carr Lane (April)

    73.00

2574
R.P.Sears


Salary (April)



1112.94

2575
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (April)

    30.00

2576
F.Gittins


Pavilion Manager


  249.60

2577
R.P.Sears *


Travelling expenses


    53.91

2578
R.P.Sears *


Postage (Feb-March)


    11.25

2579
United Utilities Water plc *
Water charges, Carr Lane

    38.42

2580
Staples *


Stationery



    57.41

2581
Mark A.Johnson *

Car park sign

£45.43






The Cloisters benches
£92.57






Holmes sign

£26.45






Play area signs
£24.15

  188.60

2582
Duncan Ross *

Carr Lane Playing Fields

3007.91

2583
D.Rydings *


Petty cash



    17.99

2584
G.Hirst *


Grass cutting contract:-






Playing Fields

£414.00






Carr Lane Play Area
£117.00






Mere Brow Play Area
£  84.00






Scout Field

£178.00






Holmes grass verge
£  25.00






Play Area – bark
£100.00






Carr Lane – tree work
£  30.00
  948.00

2585
E-ON *


Gas supply, Carr Lane


9591.20

2586
Tarleton Cricket Club *
Reimbursement


  260.00

2587
North Meols P.C. *

Photocopying (Feb-March)

    20.73

2588
D.Rydings *


Reimbursement


  571.27






Champion Newspapers
£179.40






          -do-


£89.70






Trinity Mirror North West and






North Wales


£302.17


Nat West *


Bank charges (Oct-March)

    26.00

2589
Signworks


Sign – Carr Lane


    57.50

Cheque Nos. 2574 & 2588 are subject to approval under items below.


The following items of income had been received since the last meeting:-

BACS West Lancs.D.C.                     Precept (1st half)      


          37521.00

            Nat West     *                          Interest (Oct-Feb)


   
  173.77

            Nat West     *                          Investment Dividend (Oct-March)
    59.75

  286    Tarleton Corinthians FC *      Reimbursement



1419.25

* denotes 2008/09 accounts

b)  A statement showing expenditure to the end of March 2009 against the 2008/09 budget was noted.

c) The Clerk reported on various estimates requested/received:

Testing of showers for Legionnaires Disease – estimate from K.Wareing requested but not yet received.

Quotation for fencing received from Fred Wild Fencing as per specification agreed on site by the Clerk. A previous quotation had been received from Brian Parkinson following a meeting with the Chair, As it was not sure whether these two quotations were for exactly the same work, and due to the amount involved, it was agreed that a further quote was necessary. In the meantime the two quotes already received were retained by the Chair.

It was agreed to accept an estimate from Signworks for £50 (plus VAT) for a sign to prevent parking in front of  the gate on the back field to allow access for emergency vehicles.

It was agreed to defer the ordering of other signs regarding responsibility for any damage to vehicles and the closing of the play area whilst cricket matches were in progress until the correct wording had been verified.

d) Members considered a retrospective payment to the Chairman for expenditure already incurred in advertising the vacancy for Parish Clerk. The Clerk had enclosed information for all Members from the external auditors stating that as proper procedures had not been followed  any payments to the Chairman would be ultra vires.  It was unanimously agreed by all Members present that the payment to the Chairman be made in full in the sum of £571.27.

2008/214 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

Village Maintenance

Inspection reports had been submitted by Cllr.Mee for the play areas. 

Pavilion Management Working Group

Cllr.Barron submitted a report with various recommendations to reduce the gas consumption. This followed the meeting of Councillors on 14 April. Members of the Working Group were unhappy about the tone of the e-mails sent by the Clerk stating “that the situation does not concern me too much” and they were surprised that the Clerk as RFO had not checked the meters after receiving the estimated bills. The Clerk responded by saying that he had checked the meters on numerous occasions, even once when the Chair was present, and his comments on not being concerned were borne of frustration that despite bringing this to the attention of the Council that Members had done nothing about it.

2008/215 Hesketh Lane Notice-Board

The Clerk confirmed that there was £600 in the budget for the provision of a notice-board. This had originally been set aside for a notice-board for general use by the public. It was now agreed that a replacement notice-board be provided at the junction of Hesketh Lane and Fermor Road and Lancashire County Council be contacted for permission to place the notice-board at this location.

2008/216 AIP Study – A59 Liverpool Road Rufford to Junction with A565

LCC had produced an Accident Investigation and Prevention Report on the above section of the A59. Part of this report deals with Collision Analysis and site observations at the junction of the A59 and A565. Although this is not a consultation process at this stage it was agreed that the Parish Council replies stating that it suggests that the widening of this road to create two lanes on the A565 for traffic coming from Southport would solve the problem.

2008/217 Northern Parishes Chairmen's Liaison Group

A letter had been received from Hesketh-with-Becconsall Parish Council stating that their Members were extremely disappointed and saddened at the decision taken by the Council. It was agreed to note the letter and no further action was necessary.

Cllr.Barron requested that these informal meetings should not be held in public places

as Council business was being discussed.

2008/218 Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee

It was noted that five Parish Councillors had been nominated for the vacancy on the Standards Committee. It was agreed that Cllr.Dianne Slater (Tarleton) was the Council's preferred choice.

2008/219 Hire Sports Pavilion

A letter had been received from “Talking Tots” requesting the use of the Community Room at the Pavilion for a pre-school activity group, initially for a one-hour session on a Tuesday. Insurance details had also been provided. It was agreed that in order to progress this matter that a Mission Statement and a Health & Safety Risk Assessment be requested.

It was agreed that Standing Order 23 be suspended to allow the remainder of the business to be completed.

2008/220 National Pay Increase

The National Pay Increase for the Clerk in accordance with the published pay scales recently announced in line with the Clerk's Contract of Employment with this Parish Council was confirmed. This amounted to 0.3% over and above the interim 2.45% already awarded.

2008/221 Hesketh Lane Traffic Issues

A letter had been received from a resident of Hesketh Lane expressing her concern over a potential serious hazard outside the Shell filling station. This is caused by people travelling from Hesketh Bank towards Tarleton turning into the filling station if the forecourt is already full and therefore blocking the access road. It was agreed that as the matter raised was of a civil dispute this was considered to be outside the remit of the Parish Council and it was felt that in the circumstances no further action could be taken. Cllr.Cheetham abstained on the voting.

2008/222 Grass cutting issues in Mere Brow

The matter of grass cutting in Mere Brow was raised by Cllr.Mrs.Evans. It was agreed to request Lancashire County Council to enter into an agreement with the Parish Council to maintain the grass verge at the junction of A565 and The Gravel on a similar arrangement as exists at Blackgate Lane,Holmes.

2008/223 Transport problems encountered by members of the Over-60's Club

Cllr.Mrs.Evans reported on the transport problems being encountered by members of the Over-60's Club since the closure of the Community Cars in Tarleton. Cllr.Cheetham undertook to seek alternative arrangements.

2008/224 The Cloisters/Church Road

It was agreed to accept a quotation from Sooty's Plants, arranged by Cllr.Mrs.Evans, to supply 50 Ratan Basket Refills for Church Road and Mere Brow at a cost of £630 plus VAT. The Pavilion Manager had agreed to carry out the maintenance. The clerk pointed out that there was no budget provision for this and it was therefore agreed that the funding be vired from the Green Lane Link budget.

The decision already taken for the rental of the planter at The Cloisters from May to September at a cost of £210 was confirmed. This was being funded in part from the WLDC Capital Scheme.

2008/225 Carr Lane Playing Fields

This item had already been discussed under Finance.

2008/226 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the March meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2008/227 Councillors' reports and items for future agenda.

Cllr.Ms.Slater reported that the TARLETON sign on the A565 near Riverside required cleaning.

Cllr.Cheetham requested a future agenda item regarding the lack of/and deterioration of road markings on junctions adjacent to Hesketh Lane.

2008/228 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting, the Annual Parish meeting will be held on Monday 18th May 2009 commencing at 7.30 pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road, followed by the Annual Meeting of the Council and the monthly Parish Council meeting.

2008/229 Exclusion of press and public

Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was agreed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of the following item of business (employment issues).

PART II

Private & Confidential

2008/230 Pavilion Manager

It was agreed that following the three-month trial period of Mr.Frank Gittins that the appointment be made permanent.

The meeting closed at 10.10 pm.

  

