Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council

Held on Monday, 21st April 2008

At 7.30pm at the Over-60’s Club,

Church Road, Tarleton.

Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair)



Cllr.Miss Ashcroft

Cllr.Barron 



Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt

Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Hodson



Cllr.Mrs.Hunter

Cllr.Kay 

Cllr.Mee



Cllr.Mrs.Stafford

Members of the public:  7, plus PCSO Andy Currie.

Prior to the meeting PCSO Andy Currie updated those present on the latest activities within the area, including the illegal use of mobile 'phones.  

Public Participation

Items brought to the attention of the Council by members of the public included illegal tipping in Sollom Lane (WLDC matter), the environmental impact of the proposed Green Lane Link caused by possible flooding, and the presence of a 'hermit' on the Parish Council, who had barred all 'phone calls. The member of the public raising the latter did not wish to identify the Councillor concerned and therefore no further action was considered necessary. 

The meeting commenced at 7.45 pm.

2007/219 Apologies.

Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Abram (family illness), Cllr.Cheetham (home commitments). These apologies were accepted by the Council.

2007/220 Declaration of Interests.

The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date. 

Cllr.Hodson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application 2008/0214.

Cllr.Barron declared a personal interest in planning application 2008/0280.

2007/221 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th March 2008.

The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/222 Clerk’s Progress Report.

The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 

Further to this report he elaborated on the reasons why a solicitor’s letter had not been sent to Cllr.Miss Ashcroft and this was approved. 

The work on the car park was due to be carried out on Wednesday.

A letter had been received from Lancs.County Council (via LALC) regarding the resolution passed at the AGM on the condition of the moss roads. To summarise there was an additional £500K allocated specifically for Moss Road maintenance for 2008/09. Cllr.Barron stated that this money was to be spent in the Scarisbrick, Wyre, and Tarleton areas.

The lease relating to the land from Tarleton Estates had now been signed and a final completion date was imminent. 

2007/223 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.

The Clerk reported an alleged incident involving a young girl who had received injuries whilst playing on the rocking horse at Carr Lane. On inspection the Clerk had found nothing amiss but had agreed with the Chair that an official inspection should be carried out. An order had been placed with Yates Playgrounds. The action taken by the Chair and the Clerk was approved.  The inspection report stated that no evidence had been found that any part of the equipment had recently been loose or had fallen off. It was in the same working condition that it had been for the past number of years. It was though agreed that the supporting uprights were in a poor condition and with the imminent laying of new safety surfaces it was considered sensible to have them replaced.

2007/224 Chairman’s Report.

The Chair gave a verbal report highlighting the following items:-

Update on the car park refurbishment.

A59 Gateway signs.

Dog Control Orders.

LSP Forum.

LCC Parish Charter.

Tarleton High School – Trust and Foundation Status.

 2007/225 Planning.

 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2008/0212 Part two-storey/part single-storey extension and porch to side – 253 Hesketh Lane. 

2008/0202 Erection of replacement dwelling, relocation of agricultural building, provision of sand paddock and alterations to vehicular/pedestrian access – Long Shoot, Gorse Lane.

2008/0214 Detached garage to Plot 2 – Land adjacent Douglas Cottage, Sutton Avenue.

2008/0235 Conversion of part of existing double garage into living accommodation – 3 Hillside.

2008/0209 Storage building to replace existing stable and erection of detached double domestic garage – Greenacres Farm, Hunters Lane. 

2008/0261 Provision of sunken loading bay and ramp to existing loading bay – Hazeldene, Taylors Meanygate. 

2008/0168 Retention of use of land as garden area including fencing and gates – 45 The Gravel, Mere Brow. 

2007/1333 Part two-storey/part first floor rear extension. Single-storey side extension – 128 Blackgate Lane.

2008/0305 Re-use of depot for highway engineering contractor – LCC Depot, Southport New Road.

2008/0322 Two-storey extension to front. Extension to rear of existing detached garage – Brockington House, 1A Coe Lane.  

2008/0331 Single-storey extension to side; conservatory to rear – 47 Kearsley Avenue.

2008/0280 Change of use and conversion of barn and annexe into craft centre comprising workshop for manufacture of clothing goods, retail shop and staff welfare facilities. Offices and toilet facilities at first floor – Becconsall Equestrian Centre, Moss Hey Lane. The Parish Council had concerns regarding the car parking situation.

2008/0301 Variation of Condition No.1 imposed on pp 8/93/1133 to allow the occupation of holiday caravans from 14 February to 31 January each year – Woodlands Caravan Park, The Marshes Lane. The Parish Council agreed to raise concerns on this application on the grounds that it could lead to permanent residence and large scale development. 

 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.

2007/1452 Retention of extension to agricultural building – 188 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2007/1474 Erection of seven polytunnels – Land rear of 389 Blackgate Lane, Holmes – pp granted.

2007/1510 Erection of horticultural glasshouse and two irrigation tanks – 188 Blackgate Lane – pp granted.

2007/1517 Single-storey front extension; porch and conservatory to rear – 8 Bannistre Court – pp granted. 

2007/1524 Single-storey side extension – Country View, Middle Meanygate – pp granted.

2008/0040 Demolition of existing extensions and construction of single and two-storey extensions to the rear – Squirrel Lodge, 42 Fermor Road – pp granted. 

2008/0057 Part single-storey/part two-storey side extension – 62 Carr Lane – pp granted. 

2008/0093 Single-storey side and rear extension – Banks Farm, Liverpool Road – pp granted.

2008/0019 Replacement agricultural building – Banks Farm, Liverpool Road – pp granted. 

2008/0179 Part two-storey/part single-storey rear extension – 23 Fermor Road – pp granted.

c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

2007/0888 Outline – Agricultural workers dwelling – Land rear of Inglewood Mere Lane, Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood. Recommendation that planning permission be refused. No decision notified.

d) Other Planning Matters

The following appeals have been made to the Secretary of State for the Environment on decisions taken by the Council to refuse planning permission:-

2007/1014 First floor extensions to front and rear; balcony above existing single-storey rear extension – West View, Taylors Meanygate. 

2007/1270 Single-storey rear extension – Melrose Cottage, Liverpool Road.

2007/1269 Two-storey side extension. Hipped roof above existing front bay window – Glenwood, 89 The Marshes Lane. 

2007/226 Parish Council Representation on Standards Committee

It was reported that the following nominations had been received by the District Council for Parish Council representation on the Standards Committee:-

Brian Bailey (Burscough)

Andrew Cheetham (Tarleton)

Michael Hammond (Parbold)

Chris Jones (Hesketh-with-Becconsall)

David Kitson (Aughton)

Raj Somaiya (North Meols)

It was agreed that although the Parish Council could vote for three candidates their only vote would be for Cllr.Cheetham.

2007/227 Review of Council’s Risk Assessment

The Council’s Risk Assessment, originally drawn up and approved in October 2003 (Min.No.2003/077), and last amended in January 2007 (Min.No.2006/133) was reviewed and approved with the following amendments:-

All references to LAPTC be removed and substituted with SLCC and/or WLDC where appropriate.

Last sentence of para.4 to read “A nominated Councillor will carry out a monthly inspection of the play equipment and will record that the inspection has been undertaken. That same nominated Councillor will report any defects that he considers to be significant to the Clerk who will report accordingly to the Parish Council. The defects and action taken will be recorded in the minutes”. 

2007/228 Parish Council Website

It was agreed to approve a draft letter prepared by the Chair inviting local businesses to advertise on the website at a cost of £60 per annum. A suitable draft press release for the launch of the website was also agreed.  

Cllr.Mrs.Evans requested a regular update on the working of the website. The Chair stated that the Council would need to approve all items before appearing on the website. At the moment agenda, minutes, and planning applications were being put on. 

2007/229 Parish Lengthsman Scheme

Details of the Parish Lengthsman Scheme had been circulated to all Members. It was agreed that prior to any decisions being taken the Clerk would make further investigations into the viability of the scheme, including a request from Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt whether any scheme would include work on the Trunk Road.

2007/230 Pavilion Management

It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow members of the Sports Clubs to speak on this item.

Following the decision taken at the February meeting (Min.No.2007/188) to suspend indefinitely the Sports Committee the Chair had produced a report on proposals to manage the Pavilion. Cllr.Barron stated that as there had been no recent meetings of the Sports Committee the Parish Council had to act. Representatives of the Sports Clubs expressed their concerns that personal and political wranglings within the Council were preventing the progress of work which had been carried out for several years by volunteers, and they only wanted what was best for the Sports Clubs and the facility. This included fund-raising for the various projects.

Cllr.Hodson stated that he had been prevented from completing any work on the Pavilion due to being denied a key by the Chair. This was in contravention of Min.No.2077/086 (Sept.'07). He stated that it appeared that the Chair was unable to follow the Council's instructions,

It was agreed that in order to make progress that a representative from the Council meets the Sports groups and a report is brought back to the next meeting.  

Cllr.Miss Ashcroft left the meeting after this item.

2007/231 WLDC Parish Council Capital Grants 2006/07 (The Cloisters)

The Clerk referred to Min.No. 2006/083 (Oct.'06) where it was agreed that the scheme would be publicised in the next edition of the Village View.Cllr.Hodson stated that this minute was due to be implemented in March 2007 (Min.No.2006/171) but Cllr.Kay had indicated that it may not be appropriate during the run-up to the elections. Since that time a new Council had been elected and there had been no newsletters published.

Cllr.Kay reported that WLDC had been requested to carry over the capital grant into 2008/09. There had been a lack of interest from contractors to design an appropriate scheme and to date only one estimate had been received. LCC had been requested to approve hanging baskets on various lighting columns in Church Road.

When Cllr.Hodson described the workings of the Council, as seen by outsiders, as a shambles Cllr.Barron queried Cllr.Hodson's commitment to the Parish Council stating that he was spending more time on another Council. Cllr.Hodson requested that the Clerk provide an attendance record for all Councillors at the next meeting. 

2007/232 Correspondence for Information.

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the March 2008 meeting. 

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. 

2007/233 Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt reported a loose manhole cover on Church Road, a 'Holmes' directional sign needs replacing, blocked gullies and litter problem in Taylor's Lane, and requested the latest update on the replacement notice-board in Church Road.

Cllr.Mee reported on speeding traffic in Kearsley Avenue and The Cloisters and asked for a future agenda item for traffic calmers/restrictions in these roads.

Cllr.Hodson reported on excessive dog-fouling on the playing fields and stated that offenders should be able to be identified by CCTV equipment.  

2007/234 Parish Council Working Groups/Members representing the Council on outside bodies.

There were no reports under this heading.

2007/235 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.

The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










       £

DD
E-ON



Carr Lane (April)


    54.00

DD
West Lancs.D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (April)

  291.60

2429
R.P.Sears


Salary (April)



  732.64

2430
Lancs.County Council *
CCTV signs



    56.54

2431
Brian Parkinson Maint. *
Tree maintenance


1762.50

2432
Survey Operations *

Land survey



  581.63

2433
Metrosigns 2000 *

Notice-boards



1983.40

2434
North Meols P.C. *

Photocopying (March)

    16.53

2435
Staples *


Stationery



    13.98

2436
Brian Parkinson Maint *
Unblock toilet, Carr Lane

    29.38

2437
G.Hirst *


Grass cutting contract:









Playing Fields

£415.41






Carr Lane Play Area
£  77.54






Mere Brow Play Area
£  55.38






Scout Field

£177.22
  725.55

2438
D.Rydings/Chameleon *
Newsletters



    50.00

2439
R.P.Sears *


Postage (March)


      6.30

2440
R.P.Sears


Contribution to SLCC subs

    72.50

2441
Yates Playgrounds

Slide support frame – Mere Brow
  417.12




The following items of income had been received since the last meeting:-











       £

   267
Jazz Band *


Hire of Pavilion


  145.85

   268
West Lancs.D.C.

Precept (1st half)

          34165.00

   269
Tarleton C.C. *

Rent 2007/08



1000.00

BACS
West Lancs.D.C.

Concurrent (1st half))


4356.00

* denotes 2007/08 accounts


b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of March 2008 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.

c) Replacement Gate at Mere Brow Play Area

The Clerk reported that the following three quotes had been received for the taking down and disposing of the existing wooden gate, and replacing with a suitable wrought iron self-closing gate:-

CWS Wrought Designs
£255

Mere Brow Smithy

£375

Yates Playgrounds

£478

It was agreed to accept the quote from Mere Brow Smithy in the sum of £375, this being a local supplier.  

d) Review of Council’s charges

As Cllr.Miss Ashcroft had prepared the current schedule of charges and had already left the meeting it was agreed that the Clerk would draw up a revised schedule of charges for the next meeting. 

2007/236 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting, the Annual Parish Meeting, will be held on Monday 19th May 2008 commencing at 7 pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road, followed by the Annual General Meeting and the monthly Parish Council meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm

  

