Minutes of the Meeting of Tarleton Parish Council
Held on Monday, 21st January 2008
At 7.30pm at the Sports & Resource Centre,

Carr Lane, Tarleton.
Present: 
Cllr. Rydings (Chair)
Cllr.Barron 


Cllr.Cheetham
Cllr.Mrs.Evans

Cllr.Mrs.Hunter

Cllr.Kay 
Cllr.Mee


Cllr.Mrs.Stafford
Members of the public:  4
2007/161 Apologies.
Apologies were submitted for Cllr.Abram (work commitments), Cllr.Miss Ashcroft (sick), Cllr.Hodson (sick), and Cllr.Mrs.Baybutt. 
Apologies were also received from PC Corrigan and PCSO Curry.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation.
Public Participation

It was reported that due to the recent inclement weather properties in Carr Lane had been flooded. This was thought to be due to drainage problems behind the pavilion. Officers from Lancashire County Council had been involved and a pipe had been jetted. Cllr.Barron undertook to look further into the problem with the possibility that work may be required on the drainage system on the back field. Cllr.Kay asked if there was any insurance cover on the Council’s insurance policy. 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.45 pm.

2007/162 Declaration of Interests.
The Attendance Register was circulated and signed. Members were reminded of the need to keep their Register of Interests up to date.
The Chair asked the Clerk to remind Cllr.Hodson to amend his Register of Interests as he was now a member of Much Hoole Parish Council. 

There were no declarations of interest.
2007/163 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th December 2007.
The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

2007/164 Clerk’s Progress Report.
The Clerk updated Members on decisions taken at the last meeting. 

Cllr.Barron reported that there may be funding available for the bus shelter at Windgate from the Parish and Town Council Bus Shelter Grant.
The Chair asked the Clerk to send duplicate copies of the CCTV Policy and Code of Practice to those Members who had not yet signed the document.

Cllr.Mrs.Evans stated that the Council had to write to Lancashire County Council to have approval for siting the notice board on the verge at Holmes Chapel. 
2007/165 Clerk’s Report on any urgent decisions taken since the last Meeting.
There were no items under this heading.
2007/166 Chairman’s Report.
There was no report from the Chairman.
2007/167 Planning.
 a) Weekly List of Planning Applications.
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection.
There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/1004 Retention of use of land for paintballing activities incorporating ancillary buildings, hardstanding and structures – Land East of Tarleton Runner, Leisure Lakes Ltd, The Gravel. 

2007/1474 Erection of seven polytunnels – Land rear of 389 Blackgate Lane, Higher Lane, Holmes. 

2007/1480 Dormer extensions to front. First floor rear extension. Increase in height of existing chimney – Westwinds, Greenways. 

2007/1488 Single-storey side extension to replace existing conservatory – 24 River View.

2007/1507 Two-storey side extension; new ground floor bay window to front elevation. Extension to existing chimney – 74 River View.

2007/1441 Single-storey side extension and creation of new driveway – 28 The Chimes.

2007/1510 Erection of horticultural glasshouse and two irrigation tanks – 188 Blackgate Lane. 

2007/1517 Single-storey front extension; porch and conservatory to rear – 8 Bannistre Court. 

2007/1524 Single-storey side extension – Country View, Middle Meanygate. 

2007/1331 Erection of five office buildings; three single-storey and two two-storey. Provision of associated car parking – Former Windgate Garage, Windgate. It was agreed that the Council support this amended application, mentioning the concerns expressed at the time of the original application regarding access and egress from the site. 

 b) Decisions made on Planning Applications.
There had been no items notified since the last meeting. 

 c) Planning Committee Reports affecting Tarleton Parish   

No items under this heading. 
d) Other Planning Matters
2007/0685 First floor conservatory extension – 1 Moss Side Cottage, Moss Side Lane – Appeal against refusal dismissed. 
2007/168 Maintenance of Grounds Contracts

It was agreed to accept the tenders submitted by G.Hirst as follows:-

Carr Lane Playing Fields:
£139 per cut.

Carr Lane Play Area:

£  39 per cut.

Mere Brow Play Area:
£  28 per cut. 

The contracts to be awarded initially for a two-year period, with an option to extend where necessary. 

2007/169 WLDC Standards Committee

It was agreed that Cllr.Cheetham be nominated to stand for election to the Standards Committee. 
2007/170 Parish Council Website

The Chair reported that the District Council was still having problems with their new website and there was no definite date when Parish Councils could link in. It was therefore agreed that the free 12-month offer from NetSolva, as reported at the November meeting (Min.No.2007/126), be accepted. A domain name of tarletonpc.co.uk had been arranged by the Chair. The Chair would contact NetSolva to make progress on this matter. 
2007/171 Lancashire Association of Local Councils

Cllr.Barron proposed that the Parish Council should write to LALC requesting details of expenditure by individual officers on official business. There was an amendment to this proposal by the Chair, seconded by Cllr.Kay, that “members of the Executive Committee” should be substituted for “individual officers”. This amendment was agreed. The information requested should be for the last 12 months.   
2007/172 Youth Facilities

Cllr.Barron proposed that the Council look into providing youth facilities in the village. In conversation with officers from LCC it transpired that no contact had been made with the Tarleton Youth Action Group since September 2006. It was agreed that Cllr.Mrs.Stafford be enlisted to assist in setting up a Youth Group and any CRB approval required be funded by the Council. Cllr.Barron agreed to look into the legality of this proposal. The Chair stated that sports equipment had already been purchased but never used and had now been moved from the Parish office into the Community Room. Quotes were being sought for screening of this equipment. 
2007/173 Skipton – East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership

It was agreed to support the campaign organised by the Skipton – East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership to re-open the Colne to Skipton railway. 
2007/174 Douglas Cardiac Trust

Correspondence had been received from the Douglas Cardiac Trust thanking the Council for their support for the Christmas Tree in Mark Square but mentioning concerns that expenditure could exceed income for this event, and asking the Council to consider any financial assistance. It was agreed to defer this item until more information was available from the Trust on expenditure and income. 
2007/175 West Lancs.Integrated Transport Review.

Correspondence had been received from West Lancs.District Council to inform the Council that West Lancs.LSP had commissioned consultants to undertake a review of transport provision in West Lancashire. The consultants would like to talk to representatives of Parish Councils on this matter. It was agreed that the Chair would represent the Council at any meetings arranged.
2007/176 Correspondence for Information.
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the December 2007 meeting. 

The Clerk had received notification from the Standards Board for England that no  action was being taken regarding alleged breaches of the Code of Conduct by Cllrs.Rydings, Barron, and Kay. They do not believe that a potential breach of the Code of Conduct is disclosed. These allegations had been reported by Cllr.Hodson.  

The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view at the meeting. 

2007/177 Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
There were no items raised under this heading. 

2007/178 Parish Council Working Groups.
Parish Maintenance
From the Clerk’s inventory of street seats Cllr.Mee had produced a report listing those seats which required urgent attention. It was agreed that the contractor be given an order for repair/replacement of seats up to the budget in this year’s accounts, i.e. £650. 
Footpaths
Cllr.Mrs.Stafford raised an issue regarding the footpath at the bottom of Sutton Avenue and Cllr.Barron undertook to look at the problem.

2007/179 Members Representing the Council on Outside Bodies.
a) Sports Committee – Letters had been sent to three contractors for revised quotes for trimming the trees adjacent to the Rugby Club. 
      b)  Mere Brow Village Hall – no report. 

      c)  Road Issues Focus Group – Cllr.Mee was due to attend the next meeting on 23


January. 
      d) Village Plan – no report
e)  Tarleton High School Community Users – Cllr.Cheetham recommended the acceptance of the new policy document for Extended School Provision and it was agreed that this be brought to the Council for approval at the next meeting.  
f)  LAPTC- no report
2007/180 Finance.

a) Accounts for Payment.
The following accounts were passed for payment: -



    










     £
2393
United Utilities Water plc
Water charges – Carr Lane

232.93

2394
Zurich Ins.Co.


Insurance Premium (CCTV)

  65.63

2395
Staples



Stationery



  53.31


DD
Powergen.


Carr Lane (January)

  
  54.00

DD
West Lancs. D.C.

Rates – Carr Lane (January).

280.00
DD
Public Works Loan Board
Loan repayment

          7114.83

2396
R.P. Sears.


Salary (January).


578.27

2397
R.P.Sears


Postage (December)


    7.20

2398
North Meols Parish Council
Photocopying (Nov-Dec)

  35.19

2399
G.Hirst



Grass cutting contract:






Playing Fields

£415.41






Carr Lane Play Area
£193.85






Mere Brow Play Area
£138.45
747.71

2400
Cook & Talbot

Legal fees (lease)

          1215.00

2401
Brian Parkinson

Notice board

£  23.50






Pavilion repairs
£  82.25
105.75

2402
Yates Playgrounds

Equipment repairs, Mere Brow
  42.30

2403
D.Rydings


Petty Cash



    6.30

There had been no items of income received since the last meeting.

  b) A statement showing expenditure to the end of December 2007 against the 2007/08 Budget was noted.
c) Budget 2008/09

The budget for 2008/09 was discussed and appears as Appendix 1 to these Minutes. The original proposal amounted to expenditure of £82,940, to be funded by a precept of £68,490, concurrent funding of £8,720, and other income of £5,730. There was an amended proposal to reduce the expenditure by £160 to prevent any increase in the precept based on a Band ‘D’. It was agreed unanimously that total expenditure would be £82,780 with a precept of £68,330.  

d) Review of Council’s charges

It was agreed to defer this item in order to seek further clarification of the current charges. 
e) Review of Council’s Risk Assessment

The Council’s Risk Assessment, originally drawn up and approved in October 2003 (Min.No.2003/077), and amended in April 2006 (Min.No.2005/198), and January 2007 (Min.No.2006/133), was reviewed and approved. It was agreed that all references to LAPTC should remain until a definite decision regarding membership was made at the April meeting, and under Section 4 a nominated Councillor would carry out monthly inspections of the play equipment.  
f) Local Councils Update

It was agreed that to keep the Council up-to-date on legal matters etc. a subscription of £65 per annum be taken out for Local Councils Update. 
g) Play Area Safety Surfacing

Three quotations had been received for the installation of various products of safety surfacing at Carr Lane Play Area, from Yates Playgrounds, Playsound, and Matta Products. It was agreed to accept the quotation from Yates Playgrounds for the installation of black rubber wet pour safety surfacing beneath the flat swings, cradle swings, seesaw, and rocking horse, in the sum of £7670, this money to be vired from the savings on the car parking budget. 
h) Repairs to play equipment, Mere Brow. 

It was agreed to accept a quotation from Yates Playgrounds for the replacement of a corroded supporting frame beneath the slide at Mere Brow in the sum of £355.
2007/181 Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 18th February 2008 at the Sports & Resource Centre, Carr Lane commencing at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm
APPENDIX 1
2008/09 Estimates

Concurrent Expenditure


   £

Carr Lane Grounds



14640

Carr Lane Buildings



  7070

Carr Lane Rates



  2940

Grass Verge Maintenance


    500

Play Facilities




  7130

Bus shelters




  2000

Wayside seats




    650

Signs





    100

Tree Maintenance



    100

F’path maint. Ditches/drains


    100

Public Clocks




    100

War memorials



    100

Off street parking



  1000

Cemeteries




    750

Total Estimate



37180

Les income




  5000

Net Estimate




32180

General Expenditure


   £

Administration
Staff Costs




14550

Telephone




    190

Postage




    150

Printing & Stationery



    700

Office equipment



  1000

Chairman’s Allowance/exs


    300

Website




    150

Bank charges




      40

Newsletters




    500

Audit





    600

Training/conferences



    500
(Sub-total)




18680

Insurances




  3000

Subscriptions




    700

Loan repayments



14720

Donations




  1500

Elections




    500

Fencing, Carr Lane



  2500

Floral Displays



  2500

Woodland Maintenance


  1000

Farmers’ Markets



    500

Total Estimate



45600
Less income




    730

Net Estimate




44870
  

