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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday 8th June 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Over-60's Club, Church Road, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr.R.Evans; Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr. J. Hunter; 
Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk)
No members of the public were present.
2009/018 Apologies: Cllr.D.Slater; Cllr. J. Hodson; Cllr. J Stafford.

It was agreed that Members attendance records would be tabled at the next meeting.
2009/019 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th May 2009
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.
2009/020 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.

2009/021 Chairman’s Report
The Chairman noted that in his first month of office he had received “fruitful co-operation” from all Members. He congratulated Cllr.Barron on his success last week at the County Council elections. In reply Cllr.Barron thanked all those who had supported him and asked if the meeting could affirm that the claim made in a rival candidates leaflet that monies earmarked for the Green Lane Link Road had been spent on flowers for the village was in fact incorrect. The meeting unanimously agreed that the leaflet claim was untrue and that this should be recorded here.
There was a brief discussion about the speed of vehicles driving through the villages, particularly Mere Brow. It was agreed that it should be an agenda item for the next meeting with the emphasis on what measures could be taken to deter excess speed. 

2009/022 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk was asked at the last meeting to investigate the legalities of having a standing item on the agenda to cover “urgent business”. It was confirmed that Parish Councils do not have the legal capacity to conduct business in this manner.

The Clerk outlined his current workload. There were particular pressures in meeting financial deadlines given that he had only gained access to the Council’s records after his start date of 1st May. He had established that a number of year-end financial procedures were still outstanding including completion of the Receipts and Payments Statement, HMRC returns and the Annual Return for the External Auditor. The Clerk, together with Cllr. Rydings had attended a meeting with the Internal Auditor and it was agreed the Clerk would work towards completing the financial statements and gather the required paperwork for week commencing 29 June 2009 for the internal audit to take place that week. The annual accounts would be presented to the July Parish Council meeting. The Clerk would speak to the External Auditor to obtain an extension for completion of the Annual Return from the current date of 10 July 2009.
The Parish Council acknowledged the difficulties being experienced by the Clerk and agreed that in accordance with his contract he should be paid for extra hours worked in the short term.
2009/023 Parish Council Working Groups
a) Sports and Community Users Committee – minutes of the recent meeting were available. It was noted that the Brass Band had agreed a donation of £500 per year to the running of the pavilion. A revised bid for capital funding from West Lancashire Borough Council for fencing work and additional car parking facilities at Carr Lane had been prepared.
b) Pavilion Management Working Group – Potential improvements were discussed. Gas usage was being closely monitored. The implementation of solar heating needed to be revisited.
c) Village Maintenance Working Group – Inspection reports for the play areas were submitted. It was noted that a specification and tender process was required for the Mere Brow play area. 
2009/024 Financial Matters

The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:

                                                                                                                    £
DD
NetSolva


Website



     45.00

DD
E-ON                                  Electricity                                            73.00

2602
N Leadbetter


Clerk’s Salary

              527.72      

2603
N Leadbetter


Clerk's Allowances
    
                55.00

2604
F.Gittins


Pavilion Manager Salary

   249.60

2605
Rigby Taylor Ltd                 Fertiliser                                           313.50

2606
Staples 


Multi-functional Printer

   195.74  
2607
Lanc County Training         Training Course (CiLCA)                  150.00

2608
SLCC                                  CiLCA Management                        150.00

2609
Chubb Fire Ltd

Service Carr Lane                              54.55

2610
Staples (R Sears)

Stationery                                           15.72
Items of income received since last meeting:
  
North Meols PC                  Recharge stationery costs

     24.96
Claims for expenses by the former Clerk were not approved for payment at this time. Approval was deferred pending the completion of the Receipts & Payments statement for 2008/09, this so a judgement on the reasonableness of the claims can be made when reviewing the total expenditure in the year.
2009/025 Planning  
It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. The following were noted: 
(a)Planning applications received since the last meeting:

i. 2009/0428/FUL: Conversion of pram park into office extension, Health Centre 2 Gorse Lane, Tarleton.
ii. 2009/0386/FUL: Two storey extension to side and rear, including first floor rear balcony. Front porch. Detached garage.
iii. 2009/0502/ADV: Display of non illuminated fascia sign to front elevation, Hawthorn House, 4 Tarleton Office Park, Windgate, Tarleton
(b)Planning applications decided since the last meeting: none received
(c)Planning appeal decision:
008/0519/FUL: appeal allowed and planning permission granted for the replacement of existing asbestos cement cladding with box plastic coated insulated steel sheet cladding at Leisure Lakes, Mere Brow. (Inspector appointed by Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government)

2009/026 Parish Warden Project
The report from Hesketh with Becconsall Parish Council was noted. The meeting resolved that the Chairman Cllr. Cheetham and Cllr Kay would represent the Council at any further meeting with interested parties.

2009/027 West Lancashire Local Development Framework
Members were invited to submit individual observations on the Employment Land and Premises Study by 25th June 2009. The deadline for comments on the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment were required by 16th July so it was agreed it would be an agenda item for the July Parish Council meeting, at which time members would still have the opportunity to submit a collective reply.
2009/028 West Lancashire Borough Council Civic Sunday Service

It was agreed that Cllrs. Baybutt and Rydings would represent the Parish Council at the service.
2009/029 Fire Extinguishers

A recent certificate of inspection (22/5/09) has been issued on the equipment at the Pavilion, Carr Lane. A review of the arrangements operating is required. It was agreed that this matter should be dealt with by the Pavilion Management Working Group.
2009/030 Anti-Social Behaviour

Members have received complaints about the behaviour of people around The Lord Lilford public house. It was resolved that the Clerk write to the licensing authority about the concerns of the Parish Council and residents concerning anti-social behaviour. Wider than just the concerns arising from The Lord Lilford public house the letter should ask the licensing authority to remind Licensees of their wider responsibilities as regard the behaviour of their customers.
2009/031 Village Planters
The maintenance of the planter in Tarleton, the supplier whom is a company called Plantscape, was discussed. The Clerk was to check the length of agreement with the provider. The potential provision of a planter in Mere Brow was agreed, subject to further investigation into where it should be sited. It was noted that the approval of the Highways Authority would be required.
2009/032 Correspondence for Information 

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondence, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the May meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. With regard to the letter from Tarleton High School concerning the swimming pool, it was agreed that Cllrs Baybutt and Mee would represent the Council at a proposed meeting.

2009/033 Items received since publication of Agenda
a) A letter dated 1st June had been received from West Lancashire Borough Council regarding the draft West Lancashire Heritage Strategy. The document was available on the Borough Council website and comments are sought by 26th June 2009.

b) It was noted that a grassy area in Mere Brow was not being cut as required. The Clerk was asked to look into this matter.

2009/034 Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th July 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Over 60’s Club, Church Road, Tarleton
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
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