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Minutes of the meeting of Tarleton Parish Council held on Monday
     9th November 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllr.A.Cheetham (Chairman); Cllr.J.Kay; Cllr.J.Mee; Cllr.D.Rydings; Cllr.D.Slater; Cllr.J.Stafford; Cllr R. Evans; Cllr.I.Baybutt; Cllr.J.Hunter
Mr N. Leadbetter (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Two members of the public were present.
2009/104 Apologies: Cllr.M.Barron; Cllr.J.Hodson. 
2009/105 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council held on 12th October 2009 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record..
2009/106 Declaration of Interests
No declarations of interest were made.
2009/107 Chairman’s Report
He attended the recent Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting at the Tarleton High School. Road traffic offences, anti-social behaviour to and from school and cold calling at doors by persons with false identities were high on the police agenda. He was pleased to see a large turnout at the Remembrance Parade. An exploratory meeting had taken place regarding the potential of a Parish Warden and he would report back at a future meeting. Finally he again encouraged the sub-groups to complete and submit reports of their activities.
2009/108 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk delivered a brief report given that a number of issues he was currently focusing on are covered elsewhere in the agenda.
As agreed he was still working additional hours to his contract and was keeping a daily timesheet to analyse the input.

There had been two Employment Tribunals deadlines since last meeting – respondent to produce a joint bundle of documents and parties to exchange witness statements. Both have been met.

The new accounting system was now in place. Budgets and cost centres in place. A half year position report was later in the agenda. There was more information to load to the software e.g. supplier details. There was plenty of potential for more detailed reports for Members going forward.
After the last meeting there were five separate requests from Members for the Clerk to report issues to Lancashire County Council Highways Customer Service (street lighting failures, road flooding, lack of gritting material, potential siting of a mini roundabout). All are now logged into the LCC system.

Members were advised that they themselves can log these issues by telephone (0845 053 0011) or on-line with Lancashire County Council Highways Customer Service (lancashire.gov.uk), thus speeding up notification of problems rather than waiting for parish meetings. Should they do so, or indeed if they still want to inform the Clerk, then specific details of the problem location is required i.e. lighting column number, a landmark nearby or a house name/number.
Following the disqualification of Cllr. Abram for failure to attend a meeting in six months the Clerk had informed the election office at West Lancashire Borough Council of the vacancy on the parish council. The vacancy had been advertised on notice-boards and the parish website. A bye-election to fill the vacancy will be held if within 14 days (not counting a Saturday or Sunday) from the date advertised (4/11/09) ten electors for the Parish give notice in writing claiming such an election to the Returning Officer. Hence the closing date of the notice is Tuesday 24th November.
2009/109 Parish Council Working Groups
a) Sports & Community Users Committee- waiting for approval of the H&S Policy (later in the agenda) before a meeting is called.
b) Village Maintenance Working Group – weekly play area check reports undertaken by Cllr. Mee. Nothing outstanding.
c) THS Community Users – This was now THS Extended Services Cttee.
2009/110 Financial Matters

(a)The meeting resolved that the following accounts were passed for payment:

	DD
	West Lancs BC
	Rates Carr Lane
	306.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity 
	69.52

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater services
	28.33

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website 
	45.00

	
	Nat West
	Statement fee
	3.25

	2722
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary + extra hours
	1298.95

	2723
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Allowances/post/travel 
	263.25

	2724
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary 
	249.60

	2725
	Morgan Training Services
	Fire risk assessment 
	250.00

	2725
	Morgan Training Services
	H&S risk assessment 
	250.00

	2726
	Plantscape
	Three-tier Planter
	210.00

	2727
	Tarleton H T Church
	Graveyard
	750.00

	2727
	Tarleton H T Church
	Clock
	100.00

	2728
	Staples (NL)
	Legal notice & stationery
	32.19

	2728
	The Window Box (NL)
	Poppy wreath
	32.00

	2728
	N Leadbetter
	Petty cash 
	35.00

	2729
	Zurich Insurance Co
	Insurance
	2948.79


Items of income received since last meeting:
	
	West Lancs BC
	Concurrent grant
	4536.50

	
	National Savings Bond
	Interest
	5.59

	
	E-ON
	Gas charge refund
	14491.54


(b) Members noted the Parish Council’s half-year financial position against budgets, produced by the Clerk from the new accounting system
2009/111 Planning 

It was noted that all planning applications and decisions were available for inspection. With regard to 2009/1107/FUL the Clerk was asked to write to West Lancashire Borough Council to state that it was believed that conditions were already being breached in that adults / players over 16 years of age were already using the facilities.
2009/112 Health & Safety Policy - Pavilion, Carr Lane 
It was resolved to adopt the policy and agree to ensure that arrangements are in place to bring the policy into effect.
2009/113 Parish Council Insurance 
It was resolved that the Councils annual contract for insurance, due for renewal on 1/12/09, be renewed with Zurich Insurance. The policy was to now include cover for legal expenses relating to personnel issues for any new cases. The premium for the year is £2948.79 and would be listed in the Council payment schedule (2009/110) for this month.
2009/114 Linear Park – Tarleton/Hesketh Bank
Members resolved that the Clerk should contact West Lancashire Borough Council to establish exactly what cost contribution is required for the feasibility study. There was a willingness to contribute, however Members wish to know exact costs and who would be contributing what proportion of those costs.
2009/115 Overpayment of Gas Charges- Pavilion, Carr Lane 
Members noted the detailed written report of the Clerk giving more details of the issues involved than outlined in his verbal report to the October meeting. The October 2009 Council minutes provide a suitable summary for any press interest that may arise.
Cllr. Barron was now in attendance at the meeting. Cllr Stafford left the meeting at this point.

2009/116 Northern Parishes – Youth Facilities Funding Bid 

The support of Tarleton Parish Council was agreed.
2009/117 Correspondence 
The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the last meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view. Members agreed to make the following donations:

I. £100 North West Air Ambulance 
II. £100 Mencap West Lancashire

The Clerk was asked to forward the email with the notes of the Parish Warden exploratory meeting to all members of the Council.

2009/118 Date of next meeting

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Monday 14th December 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton
2009/119 Exclusion of press and public 
It was resolved that the members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business in accordance the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Para 2. 
2009/120 Claim by Mr RP Sears against Tarleton Parish Council
The Clerk updated Members on the actions taken by the Council since the last meeting. 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm
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